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- Che. thay ti tf, 
Cc — JhonGerſ6chaiice= | 
lerok paris teynige the holy doctrine ofcriſthowe 
we lholdekolowe hym a ꝛtẽpne al woꝛdly vanites. 
Ho ſo ſolo with me laith cryſte our ſauy 
w oure walketh nat in derkenes,Theſebe 
the woꝛdes of Felu cryſt wherbi we be 
̃ exoꝛted to kolo wwe hys loꝛe a doctryne it 
wewyl truly be lightned # auotded fro all blidnes 
of ignoraſice of mynde. et oure ful affeccys be to 
haue our ſtudyec meditaciõ ĩ the doctrine and lyle 
of Jeſu criſtewhyche excelleth the doctryne ot alle 
ſeyntes. And who ſomay hauethe ie oftheyr ſou 
le ſequeſtrate in woꝛdly thynges in this ſcrypture 
of our loꝛdemap finde wetemãna ſpirituel fodeof 
the ſoule Butthere be many oftymes herynge the 
woꝛde of god that hath lytil lwetnes oꝛ deuocyon 
therin foꝛtheyr in warde affeccions and delires be 
rather ofbodely thynges than ofgoſtly. Therfoze 
if we wyll haue true e perkyte vnderſtandyngeof 
the woꝛdes ofgod we muſt dyligently ſtudye tocõ 
koꝛme ourelyfeto his pꝛeceptis. what auaylethea + 
man to haue ſutyll reaſons 02 argumentys ofthe 
trinite- curious #ſotellreaſonsgarnyſſhed wyth _ 
elygance makythenot a man holy but obedyens J 
and vertuous lyte maketh a man deꝛzeto god It is 
moꝛe expedyent to fele the inli copunccyon of herte 
thanto knowethe difkiniciõtherof. Ika man haue 
the knowlege o fall ſcrypture alſo the ſeinges of al 
phyloſophers without grace a charyteit auayleth 
not Foz all thynge that is in thys 2 is vanite 
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Thekyrſt pn —— 
excepte the loue of god: x his ſeruiſe oꝛto this ende 
oꝛdꝛed. The moſte excellent wyſedomein any crea⸗ 


ture is by contempte of this mutable#tranſytozwe* | 


woꝛlde to pꝛomote themlylfeto the woꝛlde pdura 
ble. it isvanyte to labour ĩoꝛdinately foꝛ coꝛtruptible 
ryches:tranſitozious honours:falſexfleſſhly dely⸗ 
tes:oꝛ todeſy2e any inoꝛdinate pleaſure temperalle 


thatſhalbzingeaman toppetualpeyne Howe vey + 


nethynge is it todeſyzelongelyfe;+lyteltofo2s of 
à gode lyte to gyue hede to thiges pſent # to2tepne 
thynges that be to come. Allo to fyxe oure loue on x 
that whychſho:tly vanyſſheth away:# to do no di 


ligenceto come thyder / where be innumerablex p- 
petual ioyes. Haue mynde howein this woꝛlde no 


ther our iye is in fficieutly ſatiſfyed wyth ſeinge ne 
our erys wyth herynge e therfoꝛe ſtudye we to wy 
thdꝛawe our hert fro the loue okthynges viſyblex 
kadĩge ⁊ to applyeit tothe deſizes of goodes iuiſible 
ct ꝑpetual:foꝛ they that foloweſenſualpleaſure wi 
thout teſtreyninge ofreaſon they ſpottheyꝛe conſci 
ence and leſe the grace ot god. | 


4 


( ThelecondeChaptreofrhe humble knowlege 


ofa mannes ſylke. 55 

e Very man naturally dyſireth to haue knolw⸗ 
lege. But what auayleth ſcience without the 
dꝛede of god. A poꝛe homely laboꝛinge man dꝛedin 


ge god is moꝛe acceptablein his feythe / than a curi⸗ 
ous Philoſopher that laboꝛeth moꝛeto knowe the 
mouige ofheuẽ than to oꝛder the mociõs ofhis bo⸗ 
dy tt ſoule tothe plelure of god. Hethat ſurety kno 


| — t — — auayle bys 
fttheſyght ofgod that iugeth man after his dedis 
Refraynethywappetyteofio2dinatedeſy:eofcury 
dus knowiege oftholethinges that rather ſhal dyl 
eaſe thy ſoule ct withdzawe it from the vnyte cha 
ite of itther — — 


reputed and 
— — whych ytthey 
— — — — 


1 | | 
in — mozeknowlegethatmanhathz# wo 
kythe nate2fozmable: themozeſhalbe his peyne 

the day of dome: ther foꝛe exalt nat thy ſyifofany 
crafto2cunnynge.butratherferethatthou diſplea 
lenat god iabuſibtherof, Remedze yfthou knowe 
manythynges #ercedeſt other in conning yet con 
ider that there be many mothinges that thou art 
ignoꝛaunt ol / many thatbe moꝛe wytty a excellẽt 


on: This is the moſte expedyent and pꝛolitable leſ- 
ſon:the veryknowlege a ztempte okthyn ow ſyl 


| Ecüninge than thou: Ifthou wylt ꝓfitablyekno⸗ ».- 
| ie:defizetobevnknoweofſmalreputac 


fe. It is a great wyldome t pfeccyð to haue ofthr 


kylfe lytel confidence: and eſtyinatewel ofother.Jf 
thou ſeyſt any perſons openly ſynneozcommyt a 


| ** 
5 


Parte. 5 
betterthan them: foꝛ thou knoweſtnathowelong 


thouſhalt perſeuer in godenes oꝛ fro the ſame crys 


me. we be alle krayle and thouſhuldetugeno man 


moꝛe frayle than thy ſylfe, _ 


¶ The. in. Chapterof thedoctryne oftrouthe. 


t Mat perſon is happy / whometrouth diligẽt⸗ 

ly inkourmeth. nat by fygures o2 voytes fay- 
lynge: but byinwardeinlpiration. Our opynion c 
vnderſtondinge many tymes deceyueth vs. what 
auapleth it vs foꝛ to labour biſely foꝛtheknowlege 
ofthoſethynges / whycheſhallenouther helpe vs 
vl weknowetheymꝛne diſauaũtage vsyf wether 
in be ignoꝛaunt at the day ofiugement. It is great 
foly to deſpyſethynges pꝛokitable and neceſſary / 
to labour foꝛ thoſethynges that be curius # dam⸗ 
nable. Bleſſed be that perſon whome god techethe 


foꝛ in hym be al godethynges that man may wylk \- | 


oꝛ deſyꝛe. A gode loꝛde:in thy gracyous pꝛeſencelet 
other doctou2s and alother creatures kepe ſcylence 
t thou onely ſpeke to my loule:koꝛ the moꝛe mã be 
ioynedto hym in inwardemekenes,themoze here 
ceyueth offpizituellyght of grace. wherby he kno⸗ 
weth many ſecrete myſteries hyd from other pepil 


The pureſymple ⁊ ſtable mynde is nat ouercome 


oꝛfebled. foꝛ it referreth euery labour tothehonour 
of god x inkoꝛſeth it ſylte to ceſſe fro al other thyn⸗ 
ges that be nat in the lyght of god acceptable who 
relyſtethand letteh a man moꝛethan his owne ſen 


ſualaffeccyon-weredeofmanyEmperours#con- /- 
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1 _ Thefyzfte 
querours / that conquered kyngdoms and empires 
and yet neuer ouercam ne lubdued them lylfe / foꝛ 


that is one ofthe moſte vyctoꝛious conqueſt / where 


man perkytely ouerrometh hym ſpife. This holde 
be our dayly batayle to ſtryue wyth oure bylte / and 
the moꝛe vyctoꝛpes the ſoule hathe of the body the 
moꝛe ſtronge it is:and moꝛe apte to encreaſe and to 
grdwe in grace. Euery perfeccyonin this lyfe hath 
omeperfeccyõ annexid to it. Ind there is no know 
lege in this woꝛlde:but it is myxt with ſome derke⸗ 


* 
1 2 5 


* 


nelle otignoꝛaunte. The humble knowiege ofthy _ _.. 


Tylfe is mozefure way to heuẽ / than thecuriꝰ inaͤli 
tis of pfoiideknowlege of thiges vnpꝛolitable:the 
ictenceofeuerythynge wel o2dred is gode / but a cle 


re aſtitte q a godelyfe is moche better. And ther be K 


dyuers that ſtudye rather fo: excellẽte ofcunnynge 
thangodelyuinge:therfozethey ſal in erroure and 
bꝛynge toꝛthelytelfruteoꝛ none wolde god they 


wolde indeuer themlylke as dyligentlye to auoyde 


vytes a plante vertue ĩ theyʒe ſowles / as they be to 


meue curious ꝗᷓſtyons æ multipiye ſuptluous lãga 


getth an thereſhuldenat beſo mocheoccaſyon of 
lyn ſhewed tothepeple ne ſo moch dyſlolutelyuige 
i teiygvd. At the day of tugemeẽt it chal nat belayde 
to dur charge what we haue red o2lerned oz Howe 
pleaſauntly we haue lyued: but what wehauedo⸗ 


ne a howe religiouſly we haueliued / wherebe now 


al the royal Poetys with theyr craftely zueyed po 

emys / & elegant oꝛatours wyth theyr ozaconsgar- 

nyſſhed wyth elegãcy:the n their 
uw 


ö 


| Parte 5 
pꝛegnant reſonsæ ſentencys Dyuers oſ theſe ma⸗ 


nerre ofclezkes we haue knoweẽ in our dayes now 
theyr curyoliteis paſſed # other men ocupyetheyr 
pꝛebendes x pꝛomocvõs that they poſſeſſed Jfthes © 


bereherenowe ageyne J ſuppoſethei woldneuer 
laboure ſo byſyly foꝛcurvolitein knowlege ne tem 
pall ꝓmocyvõs ow thei had leuer thã althis woꝛ 


ethat theyr entẽte had ben accoꝛdyngeto the ho⸗ 


Ip doctryne ot ſcrypture thã the ſtudy had ben hap 0 


py Dhowmany i manereofenery ſtate periſchith 
in this woꝛlde bi vayne gloꝛythat mozedeliren'to 
pleſepꝛynces ᷑ pꝛelatys and other patrons fo2 ate 
poꝛall ꝓmocyon than truly d inwardly to bue god 


toꝛ the pꝛomocyõs eternall. Theſe delyre rather bi 
pompe c pꝛyde to begreate in the woꝛlde: than ly 


mekenes a charyte to be ĩ fauoure with god a ther 
koꝛethey vanyſſhe in theyr thoughtys a deſirisas 
the ſmokethat euer the moꝛeit aſcẽdeththe moꝛe it 
fadeth # fayleth That ꝑſone may be named gret i 
grace that is intended with charyt ee ꝑfytly obedi 
ente by humylytecoteynynge the ioꝛdynate deſire 
of em ynens o2 of dignyte. And he is pꝛudent that 
reputeth all woꝛdly pleaſures # godys as vyle dũ 
ge in comperilon of the eeleſtyall godes whych we 
hall haue in the perkyte poſſeſſyon of the loue of te⸗ 
ſu cryſt And that ꝑſone is verely wel taughtethat 
euer infoꝛſeth hym ſelfe to foꝛſake hys owne wyll 
and folowe the wyl of god. 19171718 


¶ Che. lui. chapter is ofcredencety bileuynge 
* 


—— 2 


Ts not expedyent ne wyldõ to bylelie eueri 
woꝛde oꝛ inſy mocxon of our mynde but we 
muſt cd ſyder that it be accoꝛdĩgetothe ſcripture ok 
Jod and in no wyſe contrartthezto ut Jlament 
koꝛ ſoꝛowethe lyghte c frayle dyſpolicponofthei 
kyte peple that be f wyfte tobyleue a ſpecyalli tho 
the derment ofth 


the hurtẽ or theyt owe ſowies + 
8 ftheyvneyghboureBut the wyſe# 
perkyte men knowynge the fraylte of mã moꝛe p 
ne to euyl than to gode be not ſo lyght to byleue e⸗ 
net wowethat theihere It is gretewyldõ a alſo 
dyſcreſcyon to be ober in ſugement a other delig a 
nat to haue ouermochecõ fydence in oure pp dedis 
eto reherteother thynges lyghtly beleued a herd 
ind euer to gyuehedeto take tounſel oa wyſe d a 
wele conlcyence man c euer glad derto be inſtructe 

ok a nother than to folowethy pꝛoperintencyon o2 

mynde A goodlyte maketh the to hereputed wy 

ſein the lyght or god and to hauein many thinges | 
 exrperienceEuerthemozemekeandobedyentaia | 
be to god themoze wylex quyetechal hebe, |: 


The. v. chapter is oftheredingeofholy ſcripture i 
t 'Yepaicypalthigethat we ſhal ẽguyre iſcrip 1 
| turetscharptec notelygancein ſpeche / a we | 

ſhuldeendeuour our ſelfe to redetheſcrypturewy 
dh as gret feruoure ofſprete as it was receyuedfyr 
ſte And wildõ wolde we ſhulde folowe thoſe au⸗ 
tours c bokis wherewemay haue moſtlwete c ꝓ 

fitable fedyngefoz oureſowle The fame ol ſotell 
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Patte. 
phyloſophers the 5 — treto icke as 
a lmoke oꝛ fume vanyſſheth away but the truthe 
ok god abydeth without ende And as our loꝛd ſpe 


keth to vs without acreptaciõ ofpſonemoſtexpedi 


_ ently to vs ſo we ſhal without ant accepciõ of faith 
full pſon oꝛ warke ſtudy c redethole werkes that 


moſt wethikeſhuldplefegonz to vs moſt ꝓfitable 
Ifthou wolde dꝛawethe ſpꝛytun wat ol wyldõ 


out ofthe welle ok kerypture iclyne thy veſſetofthy 


ſoule by mekenes #confydence wythout delyre ol 
curvolpte oꝛ name ofextellente Inquyre diligẽtiy 
ct quietly receyue the holy ſẽtencys of ſaĩteslet not 
the ꝓuerbes a holy wyſeſimilitudes ofblilled fads 
diſpleſe the fot thet wer not ſpoke without cauſe 

— — —— ok affeccyons inoꝛdynate? 


hyinſeifethepzoudemar# the touytouleben 


p 


w- Yanſomeneramanhath: inoꝛdynate del q 0 
re to any thynge than heis made inigete W 


quietein theyrmyndis But amekexapozeman = 


in ſpyryte be conſeri: unt in gret quyetnes ofmyn - 
de That pſ6thatis not moꝛtyfyed perkytly is lone 
ouercome in lytel c vyle temptacyons c ſone incly 
ned toſenſyblepleſurs And if he hall withdꝛarbe 
his mynde fro erthly thiges it is with gret difficul 
te And ther oꝛe they haue gret heuynes in herte 
ſonebe myſcõtẽte if they be reſyſted And iftheie ſo 
lowe their lẽſual appetyte anone thei be greued wi 
thrumoms ot cõſcyẽte ĩ as moch as they haue fo- 


towed thelẽſual paſſyss that rather diſpoſe to iq- 


vtnes ofmidethireſteJnreſiſtigofſeſualpaſſiybs 


= | 


L 
: 
: 
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Thefy Ar xt 
92plefoures.weſhalcomety perfytereſtexif tolbdw 
vngethem to gret inquyetnes There mae not de 
wtonteyned — —-„—¾— hiz: 
ſelte to execute hys tarnalt deſyres o mitheis con 
uertaunte wyth outwardethynges but in the ſou 
le thathath moſt delite to mate nekthr 
foulemaye be founde true reſte. 
Thevitchapterofvanytexclacyontodrauolded 
t t Hatpſonemaybecalledvaynethatputtyhe 
' +»... HyShopeinony man oz creature/Takeitnot 
foꝛ no repꝛeueto do ſeruytceto other oz too be repu⸗ 
tyd poꝛe foꝛ the loue ot Jeſu cryſte Haue lytyllecõ⸗ 
fydente in thy ſelfe but that thy hole hope ctruſte 
be in god Do that is in the to pleaſe hys grate and 
god wyth hys gracyous aſſyſtẽce ſhal be with the 
in thy wylle and dyrecte thy warkys: Haue neuer 
tonlydente inthyneownecunninge nein any woꝛ 
dly lotelte of anylyuinge creature but ĩ the merey⸗ 
fulgrate of godthat neuer ſuffereth creature tynal 
lyto be wythoutcõ foꝛtethat had there full cõ fidẽ 
ce in hym and thoſethat haue ful aftyaũte oʒ hope 
in their ſelfehe maketh oꝛ ſuffreth to kal a ſo ſubdu 
eth the Iuauncenotthilelfeitheabidice ofriches 
ne ofgreate po wer ofthy tempoꝛallfrendysbutte 


alonly in god in whome is alle abundaunce of ry ⸗ 


ches and puſaunte of myghte And he aboue alle 
thinge deſireth to giuehis owne ſelfeto thoſethat 
dyſpolethem ſelfeto receyuehym by grace Exalte 


not thi ſelfe of ani bodely vertue fo2 al ſuch ſone be 
coꝛzupte and vanyſſhe awayeby alytelinfyrmyte 
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Inhaunte nat thy 4 


TOE Or YIVITIMNALC 


worteiritheſ) footethatbeholdeththe tune : 
vlpoſtrponofenry ſoae.andDinerſetymes Diſc 

mendeth. And therk&eyfthy werkes pleale men fe 
relyſtthey dilpleaſe god. And yftherebeany gode 
nes oꝛ vertuein the:byleue that there is moꝛe in o⸗ 
cher and euer delyꝛe ol god thatthe vertue ol me⸗ 
kenes may abyde inthe. It challneuer hurtthe yf 
thou iutze thy ſylkethe leſte moſte vyle of al other 


Elm pꝛeferringeokthy ſylte atoꝛe other thou mayſt 


lyghtly offende. There is true and ſure peaſe in a 
— = apꝛoud ehert continuell enuye 


Teese be ofmochefamyliaritetobe a 


| 1 "Seivenatthy ſecretecounſelleto euery man 


ut to hym that is wyſeſecreteand dꝛedeth 
————— the company ok vongep⸗ 
tons and ſtraitgets, Uſe no adulacyon foꝛ to come 


to any temperall pꝛomocvon noꝛ foꝛ that colidera- 
cyon exertyſe 


natmochethecompanyofmyghty c 


gꝛeat men that be atinually beſy in woꝛdly thiges 
Be deſirous to be acompanied with meke r chary⸗ 


table men: wyth tholethat beofgode maners: 4 


vertuꝰꝛæ trete with them of thole thiges thatmay 


edify # ſtrẽgth thy ſoulet be nat familier with any 


vlon wherby thou marke lyghtix betempted © in 


th earned zb — - — 


NS .. 
famed. It is neteſſary tohauecharyte with euerve — 

_ | plſone;butnatfamiltarite but with thoſe that may 

|| helpetop2omotethetothe famyliarytesf god a of þ 

his afigels, Somtyme weſethatſomemenbeinge 

— of great fame:and vet theyꝛe bodely pzeſenceis nat 
moche ꝓfitable:a there be ſome that with theyr bo 
dely pꝛeſẽce wene to ꝓfit other. whan they by their 
indiſcrecis a euelł maners rather diſcõſoꝛte c hurte 
thoſe that they wene tohelpe #confoztes :e 
¶ The.ix.Chaptre ofmekeſubieccionxobedience. 


CT is tull great merite to ſtonde in obedience/ 
t foꝛſakethy ꝓper wylle a pꝑytly to obey to 
the wyll of another. It is moche moꝛe lure to ſton / 
de in the way ok obedyence:than in placy. But the⸗ 
re be many that be rather i ſubieccyon of neceſſyte 
than ofcharyte:x they haue therin peyne a lyghtly 
gruges d haue nat lyberte ot mynde: without they 
fo: the loue ol god ſubmyt therlylle. Nenne hyd oz 
thyder oꝛ where thou wylt: but it ſhalbe harde foꝛ 
the to kynde perkyte reſt but vnder meke ſubieccion 
ofa diſcrete relate. They maginacion and imyta 
cyons of diuerſitees ofhabytacyons andplaces ha / 
thdiſceyued many a areligyusperſ6 Euery bodye 
in maner is gladto do that / that theyzemyndeſhe- 
weth them. Jtſholdebe moꝛe to theyꝛe ꝓkyte to foꝛ 
laketheyꝛe appetyte than yfthey 2diſcendetherto; 
But yt we wolle that god ſhal abyde wyth vs we 
mult foꝛſake our ꝓper wyl foꝛ the exaũple c pleſure 

ol god ethepꝛokitable peas ot our neyghbour. Sy 


* 2 


Parte 
Inhauncenatth9ſoieofunynaturathablitely6 


N 
dilpoſiryonc — dul. anddiuerletyines difch | 


mendeththofethyngesthatmen inthis wozldecs 
mendeth. And therksxeyfthy werkes pleale men te 
relyſtthey dilpleaſe god. And yfthere beany gode 
nes oꝛ vertuein the:byleue that there is moꝛe in o⸗ 
ther and euer delyꝛe ofgod thatthe vertue ol me⸗ 
kenes may abyde inthe. It challneuer hurtthe yt 
thou iute thy ſyltethe leſtect moſte vyle of al other 
Elnpzeferringeofthy ſylle afoꝛe otherthou mayſt 
lyghtiy offende . There is true and ſure peaſe in a 
—— And in apꝛoud ehert continuell enuye 


nd indignacyon; 
jon ofmochefampliariteto be; as 

un n 
Hewenat thy ſecretecounſelleto euery man 
ut to hym that is wylelecreteand dꝛedeth 
ntnat moche the company ol vongeg⸗ 
lons and ſtraũgets. Ule no adulacyon foꝛ to come 
to any temperall pꝛomocyon noꝛ foꝛ that colidera- 
cyonxxertyſenat mochethecompanyofmyghty x 
gꝛeat men that be ⁊tinually beſy in woꝛdly thiges 
Be deſirous to be acompanied with meke a chary⸗ 
table men: wyth thoſethatbeofgode maners: c 
vertuꝰ: trete with them ol thole thiges thatmay 
edify d ſtrẽgth thy ſouler be nat familier with any 
ylon wherby thou mayſtelyghtly betempted hon 


{pr ee; — - — 


2e„ 
famed. It is neceſſary to hauecharyte with euerye — 

— pſone:but nat familiarite but with thoſe that may 

pheaſpe to pꝛomote the tothe famyliarytesf god ⁊ of : 

his afigels, Somtyme we lethat ſome menbeinge 

— ol greatfame:and vet theyꝛebodely pꝛeſente is nat 
moche yꝓfitable:a there be lome that with theyrbo 
dely pꝛeſẽce wene to ꝓfit other. whan they by their 
indiſcrecis c euelł maners rather diſcõſoꝛte æ hurte 
thoſe that they wene to helpe #confoztes :. 
¶ The.ix.Chaptre ofmeke ſubieccion i obedience. 


C is kull great merite to ſtonde in obediente / 
4g fozſakethy ꝓper wylle a ptytly to obey to 
the wyll of another. It is moche moꝛe lure to ſton / 
de in the way ol obedyence:than in placy. But the⸗ 
re be many that be rather i ſubieccyon of neceſſyte 
than ofcharyte: they haue therin peyne a lyghtly 
gruges d haue nat lyberte ot mynde: without they | 
fo: theloue ol god ſubmyt therlylfe.Rennehyd oz | 
thyder oꝛ where thou wylt: but it ſhalbe harde foꝛ | 
the tofyndeperfytereſtbut vnder meke ſubieccion | 
ofadiſcretePrelate,Theymaginacionandimyta 
cyons of diuerſitees ofhabytacyons and places ha / 
th dilceyued many a areligyus perſõ Euery bodye 
in maner is gladto do that / that theyꝛe myndeſhe⸗ 
weth them. Itcholdebe moꝛe to theyꝛe pkyte to foꝛ 
laketheyꝛe appetyte than yfthey 2diſcendetherto; 
But yt we wolle that god ſhal abyde wyth vs we 
mult foꝛſake our ꝓper wyl foꝛ the exaũple #pleſure 

ol god a thepꝛokitable peas ot our neyghbour. Sy 


— N : 
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that no body haue to moch 2fidenceintheyr owr 
counſel, And yfthy vnderſtondingebegodexſuffl 
cfent.yetyfthou wylt by exaũple ot oure Cauyoure 
leue thy pꝛoper counſel oꝛ dyꝛectyon c ſoloweanoð 
fo:thy mekenes thou ſhalt moze pfyt than itthou 
folowed thyn owne wylle. As weherethecomot 
pꝛouerbe. It is moch moꝛe ſure the wyle a diſcrete 
counſel of another. than to gyuethem counſel that 
wylle nat folowe it. It is a ſyn ofptinacite#p2ide 
any perſon ĩpoꝛtunly to offer theyꝛe counſel c ſpect 
ally where they can lytelpzofytes 
¶ The. x.Chaptreotſuperfluous woꝛdes to be a⸗ 
uoyded. ts | | 
t Hat ſoule that deſyꝛeth inly pfecctionofthelr 
mynde muſt ſpecyally auoyde the tymultuꝰ 
behauour ot woꝛdly peple Thebelynes of woꝛdly 
actys thonghe they be done wythe a gode entente 
vet they let and hynderthe mynde ok his great per⸗ 
feccyon. Howe I repente my ſupfiu®langage and 
frequent inhauntinge of woꝛdly copany foꝛby the 
le. ii. meanes webe often times hurt in our colciece 
Ikit be expedient and alſo voube diſpoſed to ſpeke 
lette it be pfytable other tothe honoure of god the 
edificacion ofthe ſoule oꝛthyneyghbour Allo ld 
that all oure gode woꝛdes be wryten of the auͤgels 
of god: our euelle wordes ol ourenemy thedeuyl | 
to oure accuſacyon. And therkoꝛe it is moche mo⸗ 
re pꝛokitable whanne goode folkes be aſſembledof 
one mynde tothe mouynge okgodenes. As theho⸗ 


Sw = 
other influence ol hete. So godeloules eſſemblyd 
togyder fo2 the encreaſe ot vertue echeone of them 
© receyueth of other influenceofgrace#encreleof9; 
tue and goodness. 2 
¶ Che. xi. Chaptreofᷣthe delyre to pꝛołyte ſpiritu 
ally and peaſeto bepurchaſed. 5 


I Tisoneſpecyallmenetoacquyrepeate not 
tointermpt vsofthe woꝛdes and warkesof 
thole that atteyne not to vs. Howe may that per / 
ſoonbe in gooſtely qupetneſſe that moche intermyt 

_ tythhymſelfeofthoſe thynges that he hath no cu 
re of.oꝛ ſeketh occaſyons out warde andhathe but 
lytel recourſe to the inly habytacyon of hys conſcy 
ence Bleſſed be thetrueſympleſowles wythout a⸗ 
ny deſeyuable mynde that in all theyr lyfe and la⸗ 
boures trulye entendethe: foꝛ theye ſhallecome to 

the reſt okmynde and conſcyence The holy layn⸗ 
tys by moꝛtyftynge and ſubduingethey2e ſenſua⸗ 
lite to reaſõ al erthly thynges ſet a partethey with 
all their inly delectable deſtres frelyhath had their 
hole meditacion in oureloꝛde. But we be beſy mo⸗ 
che in thynges tranſitoꝛye and folowe oure paſſy⸗ 
ons that we may not ouercome in maner perfytiy 
one vyte: And therfoꝛe we be nat accended in the 
dayly pꝛołytec᷑ deuocyõ ⁊ therfoꝛe we remayne re 
myſſe and voydeofdeuocys. The moſtepꝛincipall 
cauſe why we haue no inly delectacyon oꝛ deſyre © 
or heuenly contemplaciõ is; foꝛ we be nat kreoꝛ de⸗ 
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e from our * — IE xcocupyleslis 
ne infoꝛle not dure ſelfe in to the holy waythat the 
blyſſed faders hath gone a foꝛe vs. w hã a lytel au 
uerſite comith to vs webe lone ouertome c redy to 
returne to the conſolations of man. if we - 
woldemyghtly ſt5deinbataylefo:theloueofonr 
lozde weſhuldeſe.the godenes ofhis gratius helpe 
ſent towarde vs. ys grace is euer redye to gyde e 
helpethoſethat in ſpyrytualle batell hath full can⸗ 
kydence in hym. And he pꝛocurit occaſyõs ofbatell 
to the endethat weſhuldeincreaſethecrowneofp 
petuall ioye by themeaneofvictozy;Thanlettevs 
tutte a wey oureinoꝛoynate affectyons c paſſyõs 
that bethe rotys ok all inquietnes 3 we maye 
poſleſſe a peſable mynde in gode. | 
ry yereendeuoureoureſelfe to —— perkytly 
one vyce: we chulde in ſhoꝛte ſpate come to greate 

perteccyon. But I fere it be contrary both in religi 
on and woꝛdly peoplethat after longe cõtynuaũte 
in lyuĩige they perteyue that the ſtate goinge a foꝛe 
hath be moze vertuous #pure thathepzelet ſtate 
thattheybein . Themozewe 75g Re OD 
dꝛawe to oure deth themoꝛe dylygently wethuld 
labourefo2 theꝑpetuall rewardis that beoꝛdeined 
fo: tholethat oꝛdertheyrlyues c labours therto 


The vertudus lyte paynful in the beginige by cuſ 


tome retourneth to gretepfytepleſure It is harde 
to leuecuſtoms in plealure. Butit is moꝛe peyne 
withoute melureto leuethe ernall plelurethat foꝛ 


daãpnablecuſtomechal be loſte. Eueriſtryue might 


 "Theſt | 
tely agaynſt the fyzftemocyonsthatinciteth-vs to 


ſyn tt relyſt the euelcuſtoms:fo2thelenger they con 


e moe hardeit hal be to reſyſt theym. If 


b thou woldeſt conſyder howe great inly peas thou 


ſhuldeſtcauſe in thy ſylfe a in other in eſchewynge 
outwarde pleaſurs a in ſubduynge inoꝛdinate af- 
keccyons c deſyres contrarye to reaſon. I ſuppoſe 
thou wolde be moche moꝛe dyligent to come to ſpy 
rituel encreaſe oflyfe 


Che. l, Chapteris okthepꝛokyte of aduerſyte! 


8 Tiserpedientto vs to ſuffer aducrſite:wher 
by manretouzneth hym to the2ſideration of 


his pꝛeſent ſtate:wherin he reputith hymſylfe as a 


P. ne therfozehehath no afftaiceithis woꝛl 
Der Alſoit is expediẽt that we ſuffercõtradicciõ #be 
2tepnid of helouersofthewoztde wherbiweſhal 
beinduced tomekenes:# auoyde vayneglozy wha 
wepceyue our owne frailtex be2tepned ofthe woꝛ 
lde:webecompelled to leue ourſylfetthewozldex 
holy toretourne dꝛin whome r ec 
feruttlyinfyreourſylfeit ſholde natbe gretnede to.) 
ſeke outwarde zlolatyons. The moꝛe a gode ſoule 
betroubled bodely oꝛ goſtely:the moꝛeit knoweth 
god neceſſary to it: laboureth to haue hym by aſli 
ſtence ofhis grace. Allo than it lamẽteth a ſoꝛow⸗ 
eth for the lunes that it hath done. „ mozehertelye 
pꝛayeth to be deliuerde ofhis ij etnes c miſery alſo 
tribulacon maketh a mã wery ofthis wozldexto 
deſyꝛe bleſſydly to be depte therkro a be with cryſt 
Foꝛ he conſidereth thatheſhall . 7 pꝛokpte 


Parte 

peas afoꝛe that hebe with hym which by the pꝛyte 
ol his pꝛecius blode hath purchaſed ppetual pleſur 
ct peas foꝛ hymlylfe æ his ſeruaũtes that a lytel ſpa 
ce wyl ſtryue agaynſt ſynne and wyckedneſſe. 
¶ The. xiii. Chapter of reſiſtẽce agaĩſt tẽptacõns. 
ũ S de rede in ſcripture æthe woꝛdes of Job 
CTCthelpſe of man vpon erthe: is temptacvon. 
Thertoꝛe it is expedient that euery perſon pꝛudent 
ly gyue hedeto watch ĩ pꝛayer byleue nat thedeuil 
that neuer ſlepeth but wyth athouſandeſnarys cx 
ſutylties ĩpoꝛtunably aſſaylige vs:finally ĩtending 
to deteyue vs There be none lo holy in this wozlde 
but they haue tẽptaciõ:and yt it be foꝛ the tyme gre 
nous / yet yf it be reſiſted it is very ꝓkitable:ſoꝛ ther 
by man is mekende pourged and enfourmed by er 
perience. The ſayntes that be nowe crowned in he 
uen obteyned they2 victoꝛy by tribulacto x teptacio 
And tho that were ascowardes in tribulatiõ and 
tẽptaciõ fynally ouercome / be taken perpetual pꝛy⸗ 
ſoners in hel. And there is no religion noꝛ ſtate ſo ꝑ 
kyte ne no place ſo holy in this worde without ad⸗ 


- 14 uerſyte + teptacio. And thertoꝛe there is nother oꝛ⸗ 


der ne place here ĩ this lyfe. where man may be ful- 
ly aſſured to auoide al peril ofteptacyon foꝛ in this 
coꝛrupte body of ours weberethe mater of inoꝛdy⸗ 
nate cõcupiſcence ⁊ tẽptacvon. One tẽptacvõ oꝛ try 
bulacion departinge. another comyngeto vs.ther- 
koꝛe it is expedient that webealway armed wythe 
pactence and exercyſed i vertue. There be many en⸗ 
tendinge to kle temptacion:that falle therin the mo 


rſt 


Theky 
re / foꝛ by bodely fleynge a man ſhal nat be made lu 
reꝛbut by perfyte pacience and mekenes weſhal be 
made ſtronge to ouercome alle our enempes and te 
ptactons.Th — — to auoydethe outward 
occaſvons and nat cut away the inly inoꝛdinatede 
ſvꝛes:theyꝛe trouble and inquietnes ſhal moꝛe and 
moꝛeencreace. And thou ſhalt moꝛe lyghty by paei 
ence and faythtul confidence in our loꝛde and ſauy⸗ 
our ouercomethy tribulacpon / than by thyn owne 
ꝓper vertue oꝛ ſtrength. And in great temptacyon 
- bſethecounſeyleof a wyſe and dilcreteperſon and 
be nat rygours to theperſonetempted: but euer be 
glad to confoꝛte hym as thou woldeſtdefyreto foꝛ 
tobe done to/yfthou were in lyke trouble. The be⸗ 
gynninge ok al euel tẽptacions is incõſtance ot᷑myn 
de: and lytel confidence in Cs nets 
thout a dyzectour is moued euery wynde: lo 
à ſoule that is nat ſtabyled in god: as the fyꝛe pꝛo⸗ 
ueth golde:ſo temptacyon the ryghtwyſe man: as 
à belle vntouched is nat ꝑfytely knowen whether 
it be hole ofperfyteſounde oꝛ dyſcraſed: So man 
touched by trybulacvon is knowen whether he be 
hole in vertue of pacyence oꝛ nay. And euer loke dy 
lygently that thetemptacyon in the begynnynge 
bereſyſted:fo2 then the enemy eis ſoone ouercome 
whan he at his fyzſte enterynge kyndethethe gate 
ok ourloulechyt agaynſtehym. Thatſekenes that 
by contynuaunceis in maner incuraby llein thebe⸗ 
gynnynge myghte haue bene recouerede wythea 
ſ malle and an eaſy medycyne. * this ſotel diſcei 
li. 


oy. 
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uer allayleth mannes ſoule fyꝛſt with thought on⸗ 


ty then with ſtrõge ymaginaciõ / which foloweth 
euyl delectacion:a vnclene mocyõ / and ſo at thelaſt 
the enemy entreth into the mynde with dedely con 
ſent to ſyn. and koꝛ there was no rel iſtence agaynſt 
hym in the begynnynge / he holy entreth in the con⸗ 


tluſyon. And euer the moꝛe rem yſſe a ſoule be in re 


ſyſtinge the moꝛe vnmyghty it is made to relyſte 
the enemy moꝛe ſtronge and cruelle. There beſome 
that in the beginynge oktheyr zuerſyõ ſuffred gret 
tẽptacvon:ſome in the ende ol theyr lyfe:and ſome 
by the ſpace of alle theyꝛe lyfe. And lome that in the 


pteeſſe of al theyꝛe lyfe hauebut mal tẽptaciõ & all 


this cometh okthe great wyl dome c equite of god; 
that paſleth the ſtate c the merites ofeuery ſoule: X 
oꝛdereth al the trouble a temptacy9 in this wozlde 
to the ꝑpetual helthe of his electe chyldꝛen. a therfo 
re weſhuldeofno wyſe delpiꝛe whan webeteptid 
but the moꝛe mekely retourne to our loꝛde with de 
uout pꝛayer a beſech hi fo2 his fadly mercy ĩ̃ pitẽ to 
directe ᷑ pꝛebue vs in al tẽptacion. And after thapo 
ſtel Paule that it wolde pleſe hym ſo euer to puent 
vs with his grace that we be nat ouercome wythe 
myght oftẽptacvon. And amonge al the allectiues 
wherby we may ẽduce our loꝛde to aſſyſt vs ĩ oure 
trouble is ꝑfyte mekenes:foꝛ as Danid ſaythe / he 
chal ſaue c exalt thole that be meke in ſpirit i tepta- 
cid c tribulaciõ man is ꝓued howe moch he ꝓkiteth 
this vertueis moꝛe manykeſte. It is no great mer 
uaileyfadeuonut ma without tẽptaciõ haue feruoꝛ 


4 


8 The kyꝛſte 
ofſpy2ite, But they that in tyme of aduerſyte can 
aplye themlylke to haue feruour ol ſpiryte it is a ſy 
ne of ſtableneſſe a grace foꝛ to come. There be ſome 
that be kept fro great tẽptaciõ:⁊ yet in ſmal ⁊ day⸗ 
1y teptacions they be oftymes ouercome wyth litel 
tẽptaciõ. Therłoꝛe in great teptacio they euer fere 
to be ouercome. ¶ The. xiii. 
Chapter ofvndiſcreteiugemet to be auoyded. 
9 vue hedethat thou conlider welle thy pꝛoper 
markes / & be nat redy to iuge the dedys of a⸗ 
nother that ꝑteyneth nat tothe nefoꝛ whomethou 
ſhalt gyue none acoũt at thy deth. Man laboureth 
in vayne oktymes in iugyngeother menꝛẽ ſone oflẽ 


deth:but in lerchyngehts ownedefautes #conſide 
ringethemheeuerlaboureth ly. And we co 
monly be redy to iuge atter our affeccyon and ma⸗ 
ny tymes weerrekrom trouth in iugement ko2 our 
pꝛide and ſynguler loue And gode were ourentent 
and delyꝛe we ſholde nat be ſo greatly troubled in 
the rel iſtence ol our ſenſualle deſyzes. But there is 
ſome in warde inclynacyon oꝛ outwarde affectyon 
that withdꝛaweth vs fro the very affeccyd# delyꝛe 
that we ſholde haue Therebe manx that in thiges 
that they do rather lech theyre ownelucrethan the 
pleſure ot god oꝛ the comon ꝓfyte ot many other. 
they thynketheyꝛe mynde is ſet a patylyed yfthey 
obteyn theyr puzpolezifthe2trary foꝛtune they be 
moued with ipaciecex be myſcõtent. And foꝛ diuer 
ſitees of aftectiõs:delires:ꝛa opiniõs that be among 
the people oftymes . tdebates 
„55 tit 
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44 amonge frendes citeʒins and deuout religious pe? 
Wl ple. It ishardetoleueacuſtomeof longe continu 
1 1 aunce:and no mantis glad to foꝛſake his pꝛoper ap⸗ 
| | + petyte:vnderſtondinge a delyꝛe. And thou de moꝛe 


redy to apply to thyn owne reaſon #vnderlft6dige 

ſel. khan to the holy doctryne ofleruauntes ot ieſu criſt 
1 It ſhal be longe oꝛ thou be goſtely lightned fo2 our 
loꝛde ſendeth nat the great habundaunce of ſpiry⸗ 
tual lyght but to theym that foꝛſake theyr owne p- 
per appetytes & realõs xfolowehymby mekenes. 

The. xv.chapt oſthe pfyte of warkes doei charite 

t Hou holde nat do a moztalleſynnefo2louex 
fauour of any creatureꝭ e foꝛ no erthly crea⸗ 

ture oꝛ woꝛdly pmocyan,Fo2therbythouſhuldeſt 
put thy ſylfe out of the loue ofour loꝛde and ieoper⸗ 


; 
1 


"It dy oftheloſle ofeuerlaſtynge ꝓmocyon. And ſome 
1 tymeit is expedyent to leue a gode dede foꝛthegret 
15 neceſſyte of our neyghbour oꝛ elles fo: a better dede 
Jl tobedone:wherby webenathyndredin vᷣtue but 


rather pꝛomoted. The outwarde operacyon beit 
neuer locommeudable in theſyghtofthepeple wp 
thout charyte tt auavleth nat in the ſyght of god. 
ſl whyche accepteth moꝛe the faythful entent and fer 
| It your ofmynde:thanthe many folde multiplyenge 
* of great warkes oꝛ of wo2des,Thoperfones done 
Til. mochethat oꝛdereth their lyfeto thehonour ofgod 
4 | and rather to the ꝓfyteofthe comõ welthi to their 
'Þ ownelynguler ꝓtyte. Therebe many woꝛdly peo 
plethat thyinke they do manythynges of charyte 
but they be rather done ofcarnalyte as alk tho that 


— 
Ye 


Thekyzſte 3 
dotheyꝛe Wotkes by the meane ol carnal affeccyort 
ꝓper Wyll: hope of pmocyon : # alway haue an ive 
to theyꝛe dwne lynguler auayle. But chaꝛite euer ĩ 
clyneth to do that: that pꝛincipally may do honour 
to god: and vbteyne the goodes goſtely rather than 
tẽpoꝛal:and in bodely godes it pꝛeſerueth the comõ 
well aloꝛe apꝛiuate a ſinguler welle:andthechary- 
table man enuyeth no man foꝛ any pꝛyuate ioye oꝛ 
plealure:ne heſeketh natto magnikye hymlylfbut 
to magnifye x gloꝛitye god and ĩ hym to be bleſſed 
Decommendeth no man by adulacion but he refer 
reth al cõmendaciõ honour c godenes to god kinal⸗ 
ly of whome cometh al grace and in whome al blel 
ſyd creatures reſteth perpetualł᷑ æ in fynall felycite⸗ 
O hethat had but one ſparkyl ofcharyte wolde re 
pute al wo ly pleaſures and loue but vanyte⸗ 
¶ The. xvi. Chapter howe a man ſholde luffrethe 
defautes ofhis neyghbour. 
t Holetautesthat we may nat amende in our 
ſuylle noꝛ in other we muſt pacyently ſuffer til 
that weſe what our loꝛde wyl woꝛke oꝛ oꝛder ther 
in: and thynke that it is oꝛdayned of oure loꝛde foꝛ 
to pꝛoue our pacience wythout whyche our mery⸗ 
tes be lytell to be pondered, And it is expedyent foꝛ 
vs to pꝛay to our loꝛd that weby his grace may pa 
pacyently ſuffer oureneceſſaryedefautes, If thou 
monyſſhe by bꝛoderly coreceyon thy bzoder o2 ſu | . 
ter ones oz twyleoktheyꝛe dekaut Jfithey receyue |* 
nat thy monyri6:ſtryuenat with them but comyt 
it togod;thathis wylle Cr” 12 in all his 
| 


| Parte. 
ſeruãtes there is no euyl ĩ this woꝛld but heknow 
yth howe he chall oꝛder it to ſome wele c goodnes 
And ſtudyepacyently to ſuffer the delautys and 
infyrmytees of other Foz thou haſte many imper 
feccyons in thy ſelfe whyche other ſuffer in the Il 
thou canſt nat make thy ſelfe as thou wolde bein 
euery condycion howethan chuldeſt thou delireto 
haue an other to thy pleaſure we wolde gladly ha 
ue other ꝑerfyte and yet we laboure not to amend 


dlit̃ẽ dwne offencys we woldethat other that offe 


6 
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— 
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deth ſhuldebeſtraitty coꝛꝛecte æ oure ſelfe moꝛecul 
pable vucoꝛecte It dyſpleſeth vs to ſe other haue 
gret lyberte a pꝛyuilege delyrynge that they ſhuld 
be reſtrayned by lawe and ſtatute and wedeſyreo 
ure ſelſe to be at lyberte wythoutlawe oꝛ ſtatute c 
ſo it appereth that we ful ſeldõe pꝛayſe oure neygh 
boure as our ſelfethe which we ſhulde do if we we 
re perfite. Our loꝛde hath ſo oꝛdeined that we ſchal 
lerne eche one of other to berepatcyẽtlithe burdẽ ol 
an other foꝛ ĩ this woꝛld ther is noma without de 
faute no ma without burdẽ no mã ſufficiẽt ofhi ſet 
fe in wyldom oꝛ pzudencextherfozewe mult echeo 
ne of vs helpe to bere the burdẽ of other eche one to 
ton foꝛte other helpe other inſtructe thẽ t: mouyſſhe 
thẽ. And who is of moꝛe vertue it appereth by the 
occaſvõs ofaduerſyte Occaſiõs maketh not a ꝑſo 
ne fraile but thei chew whether he be Stu? oꝛ viciꝰ 


¶ Thezrvii.chapthoweapſoneſhuldeozderhiſel 


i Fthou wylt hauepes (eto come topes. 
and concoꝛde wythe other thou muſte make 


The fyzſte 
a reſtraynynge in many thiges ofthyne owne wil 
it is no lytyl vertue to contynuein a compani with 
out dyſſenciõ oz debate and ſo to contynue Bleſſed 
be tho perlõs that whether theibe religiꝰ ozſeculer ) 
that fereth to offende god a in their cõuerſaciõ hur \ 
tyth no ſoule & ſo endeth their lyte ĩ the loue of god 
t oftheyr neyghboure. And thou wilt ſurely ſtõd ĩ 
vertue repute the as an outlawe r a pylgrym vpõ 
erthe and repute thi ſelfe vyle foꝛ the lone oferyſt if 
thou wylt be his diſciple c folow hi who ſo euer ſe 
kyth in thys woꝛlde any thynge but god # the hel⸗ 
the of theyrſoules they chal fide no thynge but try 
bulaciõ # ſoꝛowethat ꝑſonecan nat lõge ſtõde iqͥet 
nes that laboreth not to meke hilelfeihis ꝓper re⸗ 
putacyð &᷑ to be ſubiecteto other remẽbꝛethat thou 
camyſt to thys woꝛldeto ſeruec not to rule att thy 
pperpleſurex know thouthat god ofhis goodnes 
hath called the to the relygiõ ofcriſtis|faith that by 
paciecexvertu? labourethou maiſt be made apt to 
reynein ioyeſand reſteFo2 as golde is pꝛoued in the 
furnesſo man by trybulacyon in the which noma 
may longe cõtynue without hemekehiſelfe wyth 
all his herte bi the exãple of our ſauyoureroteofal 
mekenes. ¶ The. x viii. chapter otthe examplys of 
o Thou dulleſoule (holy ſayntys. 
beholde the quycke exaumples ofthe holy 
ſaintys that haue bẽ afoꝛe vs iwhomeflozwſſhed 
the perkecciõ ofrelygyon« faythand cõſyder how 
litelle thou doeſtein the relpecte of them and thou 
may reputethilyfei vayue,Theleſaintis c louers 


\ 


Parte. 
ol oure loꝛde hathe ſerued god in great abſtynente 
hunger / thyrſt / colde / in poure aray in laboure and 
katigacion in — — holy medytaciõ 
perſecucys gret oppꝛelliõ # many repꝛeues O how 
gret c greuous trybulatyvõs ſuffered the holy apoſ 
tyls martyrs confeſſours c vyrgyns and all other 
holy ſoules that haue folowed the ſteppys of oure 
ſanyoure they haue hated the impedymẽtes ofthe 


lyle of grate in this woꝛlde that they might poſſeſſe 


the frute of euerlaſtynge lyfe fo: totome. O howe 
ſtrayte abiectelyfe ledde the holy faders in wyld 
nes howe longe and greuꝰ temptacyons ſuffered 
they. And howeferlly haue they be alſalled withe 


the gooſtly enmy e howe many cõtynued feruent 
pꝛayer haue they offered to our loꝛde O toconſider 


the gret rygours abſtynencethat they haue taken 
what ʒele a fkeruoure they had to ſpyrytual pfitho 
we gret a cõtynuall batelthey had to ouercome vi 
ce and in all theyr lyfe c laboure howepure c right 
wys was their entẽte euer to god On the daythey 


laboured a in the nyghte they reſted in pꝛayer c yl 


they inthe day laboured bodely vet they pꝛayed in 


their minde d euoutly And ſo ſpent they all thirty 
me yfytably hadde ſo gret pleſurein the ſeruyte 


ol god that they thoughte euery oure was ſhozte 
and had lytyl mynde oꝛ none oftymes oftheyr bo⸗ 
dyly rekeccyon. ¶ The. rir.chapter ofthe good re⸗ 
Iygyus exercyſeofa relygyus ſoule. n 
I TJkeasapſoneofhonowreis moꝛe pꝛeciꝰly bi 
ſene in bodely veſturs that appereth to man 


The kyꝛſte 
outwardly ſo they ſhuld indeuour e thẽ elfe accoꝛ 
dig to excede other with vertuꝰ in their ſoules # co 
ſcyẽce wheri almighty godloketh c delyth wha it 
is edtued wyth fayre vertuꝰ c ſpecyall ſpiʒitual mẽ 
and womẽ which ſhuldeſſtudy to endetourethetr 
ſelfe to appere in the ſyght ol oureloꝛde pure as an 
gels. And euery day weſ hulde ĩfoꝛle our lelfe to de 
uocion and feruoure offayth as if we were newly 
conuerted to the lawe and faythe of ieſu cryſt a foꝛ 
as moche as we of oure ſelfe may nother do welle 
ne yet bygynne to doo wele than let vs euery daye 
with alle our inly ſtrength # might beſeche our lo 
de that we may ſo deuoutly begynne theſeruice of 
hithat therby we may continue to his pleſure and 
dure perpetuallſaluacyon. we be manyjtymes in 
mynde to do welle and by a lytel occaſion webe let 
tyd. The purpole of ryghtwylmen dependethemo 
xe ołthe gꝛace and dyreccyon of godethan in theyr 
ownepꝛouydence. Foz man intendethe but god dil 
polethe, Lette vs infoꝛte our ſelfein that we maye 
to thecontynuaunce ot our godepurpoſeand yette 
we be lyghtly lettydetherot. And though we may 
not contynually bein the feruent loue and medita 
cion of god :yette lette vs determe oure ſelfeto vſe 
it at the leſte oons oꝛ twysin the day and applie vs 
to vertue. And annexe to thys purpole a feruente 
inuocaciõ ⁊ pꝛaier te god foꝛ his natural pite a favs 
ly copaſſis to! giue vs graceto cõpleniſſhe c fulfyl 
thys purpoſe And atnyghtegoynge to reſtethan 
let vs diſcuſlethe dedis that we haue donethat dat 


Parte, 
in woꝛdes woꝛkes a thought / wherin we comonly 


offende god. yf we fyndethat we haue made trãl 
greſſyon in any offence/aſke we mercy wyth al our 


jert. As it is great ieoperdy an enemy oꝛa traitour 
to a pꝛynce:oꝛ to a kynge that knoweth thecryme: 
foꝛytthat man ſhuldellepe in the kynges palayes 
amougethetrueſeruauntes otthekynge / heſhulde 
reſt in gret ieoperdy / ſothat ꝑſon that ĩthis woꝛlde 


reſteth in ſynne amonge the ſeruaũtes ofgod okthe 


whyche yl ſomebe charitably dyſpoſed as godeaũ 
gels at vertuꝰ men:yet there be many euelle as fen- 
des dt euel people:that euer beredy to do vengeãce c 


euel:c thertoꝛe agaynſt thoſe we muſt contynuelly 
bearmed with vertue# meke reſtreyningeagainſt 


glotony:c thou ſchalt ouercome al other vyces. and 
in any wylebe ware of ouer moche ocyolyte but o⸗ 
ther be exercyſed wyth redynge wꝛytingepꝛaynge 
02 amẽdinge ſome pkitable thige foꝛ the comõ wel 
And ſpiritual labours be moꝛe ſurely done ĩ ſecrete 
plate than in comon:a be we nat ſlowe in thoſe thi 
ges that holde redõdeto the honour of god comõ 
ꝓtyte of man: redy to thoſe thynges that retoꝛne 
to our lingulerand ꝓper auaũtage And it is nat ex 
pedient to continue alway in one labour / but i one 
maner on the holy day 4 another on the feriall day 
onethe tyme oftribulatioandteptacio another in 
thetymeotpeale. And of thefeſtiual day weought 
to ſolẽpnyſe it acoꝛdige to the ſolẽpnyte / ſo that the 
moꝛe hyghe feſte andſolepnethe moꝛe inly deuociõ 
by ryght ſhuldewehaue. And whanne oneleſteis 
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gone weſhulde oꝛder oure ſylfeto another feſte as 
thefygure ofthe euerlaſtyngefeſteofheuen whych 
as foz a timeis delaidetyl webe moꝛe redy c anour 
ned wyth charite c other vᷣtues c our merytes cõ⸗ 
plenyſched fo2 the which our loꝛde hath p fyxed a ty 
mein the whych we ought to be cyrcũſpectea wat 
ching in vertues labour ofthe which ſpeketh oure 
ſauiourĩ the goſpel ofluke Bleſſed be that leruaut 
that is founde wakig ĩ the cũming of oure loꝛde J 
ſaye ſurely to vou ſayth the euangelyſt that our loꝛ 
de chal ꝓmote him to theplace of eternalle felycyte 
where he ſhal hane all plealure and goodnes that 
any creature may of reſon delyre ¶ The. xx.chap 
tur is muche cõuenyent foꝛ relygyus people howe 

they ſhulde kepetheyr ſolytary lyfe and ſylence. 
3 Md thou wylt wythdrawe thy ſelfe from cu 
- rius and ſuperfluus woꝛdes from ocyoſite# 
vnpꝛokytable langagethan thou ſhalt fyndetyme 
lufkycyent d apte to haue good medytacyons #to 
rememore the gret bñfites that god hath done foꝛ 
the. The moſt holy men # women that euer were 
auoydynge all woꝛdly cõpany hath choſen to ſer⸗ 
ue god ĩ lecret placys one holy man ſayd J come 
neuer amõgecõpany but I depte wyth leſſe vᷣ tue 
as it ſemethe me as we maye ſee by experyence it 
is moꝛe dyffyculteto kepe ſylence in company tha 
to be ſo cyꝛcumſpecte that we offende not ĩ no circũ 
ſtaunce ot ſpeche It is muche moꝛe ſure foꝛ a rely⸗ 
gyus perſon to abyde at home in ſolytary contem⸗ 
placyon than tobe a bꝛode in the woꝛlde where he 


maylyghtly be bꝛought in many folde temptaciõs 
Therfoze they that intende to cometo ſpirytualg 
fection thei muſt with oureſauioure auoyde the tu 
multuus copany ot peple and ther be no relygyus 
peple that with ſuerte apere to the woꝛlde but thei 
be glad to be dymyſſed fro woꝛdly occupacon And 
there is no man lure in pꝛelacy but he that is redye 

to be ſubiecte. And nonethat ſurely commaundeth 
but they that be redy to be obedyent And no man 
{urely toyeth but he that hath teſtymony of a gode 
conſcyẽs Mone ſpeketh ſureli but thei that be glad 
in tyme to kepeſcylẽce And euer the ſureti ołbliſſed 


people is full ot the drede ot god and euer the moꝛe 


grace c vertuꝰ theyr ſoulys were anowrned with 
che moꝛe meke c obedyent they were both to god c 
man The ſurety ofeuyl people ryleth ofpzyde and 
preſũpcyon ⁊᷑ in the cõcluſyõ it dyſceyueth thẽ And 
if thou be monke of the cherterhouſe anker oꝛ an⸗ 
keres as lõge as thou lyueſt in this life euer be wa⸗ 
re ofpꝛeſumyd ſurety c thike that many holier thã 
thou in the ſyghte of the woꝛlde fo: theyr inwarde 
elacyon t pꝛeſumpcyvõ haue peryſſhed a therfoꝛe to 
auoyde thys in warde vayn glozy à preſũpcyð it is 
expediẽt that we be exerlyled with tiptacio O that 
relygyus ſoule that wolde c it myght cõtẽpne alle 
tranſytoꝛy Joyeand nether wolde ne it miſtred to 
dele wyth the woꝛlde Howe pure a tõſciẽce might 
it preſerue.O that ſoulethat wolde putte awey al 


Woꝛdly beſines c wolde laboure allonly fo2 godly 


thiges # gooſtly godys & putte all theyr cõ fidẽce in 
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god howegretpeaſexgetnesſhutd that ſoule haue 
Ther is nopſone woꝛthy to haue heuẽlicõlolacõn 
but if thei exercyte their ſelfein holy cõpunctiõ pe 
naũte. Cõpunctiõ is remẽbꝛaũce ot our ſines wyth 
gret diſpleſure which muſt be done ĩ kecret plate as 
dauyd ſayth. Lette thy inly ſoꝛowe foꝛ thiſines be 
donein thy ſecrete chamber O thou religiꝰ perſone 
thou maiſt finde that grace in thy celle which thou 
maiſt lightlileſe without ĩ the woꝛlde And thicelle 
welle inhauntedlhall waxeſwete ;And ifthou in 
haunte it not welle It ſhall inducethe into wery⸗ 
nes & diſpleſure Ifthou wyll in the beginigofthy 
cõuerſaciũõ ĩdeuoure thy ſelfetobrige theito acuſto 
meto abyde in thy celk with remẽbꝛaũce that foꝛa 
litel tyme ocupvingethi ſelfe weletherethou chuld 
therbi come to euerlaſtig liberte c the abidige that 
chuld be ful pleſaũteto the. The deuoute ſoule ĩ ſy 
lte a uͤetnes moch ꝓkyteth a ther cometh to thi vn 
derſtãding the knorwlege of the hydde ſcripture of 
god. There it may finde the wat of cõtriciõ c teris 
wherbi it may waſſhe# clẽſeit ſele frõ line And e 
uer themoꝛe it withdꝛawe it ſelf kꝛo all woꝛdly tu⸗ 
multuꝰ beſynes the moꝛe familiar dere it hall be 
to god And tho ꝑlõs that withdꝛaw the fzotheyr 
-wozldli frẽdis a knowlege our loꝛdewith his aun 
gels ſhall dꝛawe nyer e abyde with thẽ It is ful ex 
pedyent foꝛ a religius ſouleto auoyde the vnpꝛoky 
table pleſure of woꝛldly lyghtys nother to delyre 
to ſethe woꝛlde nether of to beleen why woldeſte 
thou lee that thyngethat bi ryghte thou maſt not 
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haue And ifthou myghte haueit yetethou ſhulde 
haue lytyl contynuauncetherwyth fo: the woꝛlde 
paſſeth wyth all hys pleſatedelytys The ſenſuall 
delyres dꝛaweth c moueth a relygyusplone to go 
a bꝛode but whã ſhoꝛte rennynge oꝛ plelure is paſt 
what remayneth but remoꝛſe of cõlcyẽs # iqͥetnes 
okherte. It is oftymes ſene that a glad goyng out 
folowith a ſoꝛy return ynge And a mery euẽtide fs 
loweth a ſoꝛy moꝛne tyde / foꝛ al carnall c ſenſualle 
ioy entreth wyth delite bodely but i cõcluſyð it dif 
pleaſeth # hurteth. what mayſtethou ſe wythout 
thy cloyſter that thou maſte not ſe wythĩ Beholde 


there heuen # the elementys wherofalerthelyſub- . - 


ſtance be fourmed what can thou ſee vnder the ſõe 
that may any ſpatce abyde. Af al woꝛdly pleaſurs# 
bodeli were pᷣſẽt what ſhuld it be but a vaine ſight 


lift vp thy ien to heuen c pꝛay our loꝛde ofmerctye . 6 


fo: thy ſynnes neglygente leue the vayne thiges 
to thole that be vayne c attẽde totholethiges that 
our loꝛde comaundeth xſ{het the doze of thy ſoule 
and call thy loꝛde Jeſu tothe # abyde with hi ĩ th i 
celle. o thou ſhal not finde ſo greate pes ĩ no other 
place. And thou wolde not go fourthe ne gyue attẽ 
daunte to thynges vnpꝛofytablethou ſhuldeſtreſt 
in moꝛe q̃etnes Butif ihou haue delyteto herenew 
ueltile thou muſt ſometymetherofſuffertrybula- 
cyon ok herte ¶ The. xxi.chapter is ofthe cõpũctiõ 
a Md thou wil pfiteſperitualli (ormãnishert 
pꝛeſeruethe in the dꝛede of god and ſtonde ra 


ther vnder obedyence than in thy ꝓper wil refrain 
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thy wyth the bꝛydel ofrealon te 
Dauepfytechpunctis ne ſhalt 
— deuocyon.Copunction ſoꝛowe foꝛ our 
ſvnnes ſheweth many thynges to vs that a dyſſo⸗ 
lute behauer hideth #leleth. It is meruaple that 
any perſonin this wozlde 2\iderigehis exile a gret 
teopardiſecan be mery in any woꝛdly thynge. Foz 
the vnſtabylnes of hert c negligeceofour defautes 
wepceyue nat the ſoꝛowe ot our ſoule therfoꝛ we 
oftymes laughe vaynly at thoſe thynges whereat 
we ſhulde rather wepe There is noperfytelyberte 
ne trewe ioye but in the gode aſciente d the dꝛede ot 
god. That perſon is happy that hath grace to auoi 
detheimpedimentes ofholynesofmynde and can 
aſſemble al the vertues of theyꝛe ſoule in very true 
compunction and meditacyon of god That perſon 


+ tS happy that auoydeth euerp thyngethat may ok 
reſon ottende his cõſcience. Than they that be duer 


tome ot oſtomableſynne let them ſtryue myghte⸗ 
lyagaynſttheyzeco Foz euel coſtom may be 
ouercomeb y godecuſtome. Hauethy conſideracy- 
on kyꝛſte ofthy ſylfxand monyſſhethy ſylfafozeal 
8 expedient that man in this 
haue many conſo $ wozdlyand yt we ha 
eren nlo * one nsitisfo2 that we haue 
nat truecompyngerto nofherte:o2ellesthat were- 
fuſenat vay > 4 — s ofthe wozlde weſhul 
ite 92 t vnwoꝛthy to haue diu 
lolatyons / but rather wedeſeruemochetry- 
bularyon,Chevertuons foulewhederttconfover 


— 
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it lylfeoꝛ another it fyndeth mater of tompunctyõ 
and ſoꝛowe:foꝛ it knowethe that none lyuethe in 
this woꝛlde without tribulacid The mater or true 
contricyon and compunction euer be our lynnes + 
vices wherby webe lo diſpoled that we may ſeldõ 
beholde perkytely heuenly thynges. Ind thou wol 
deſt as byſely remember thy deth as thon doiſt the 
length ok thy lyke thou ſhuldeſt mozeferuently apy 

e 


plye thy ſylfe to amende the. And ykthou wold 


perfytely remember the outragyous peynes ofhel 
and purgatoꝛy I ſuppoſe thou woldeſte be glad to 
ſuffertribulacyon/peyneand labour: here in this 
woꝛlde with that thou myght attoydethoſe outra 
gyous peynes of euerlaſtinge dampnation But foꝛ 
thoſe thyinges be nat in our con lideracion: and fox - 
we applye our ſelfe fo2 woꝛdly plealurs therfoꝛ we 
tontinue remyſſe and colde koꝛ lacke of grate and in 
ly deuocyon. And foꝛ the mynde ok man is nat con⸗ 
ſtantin vertue:therkoꝛethe body is moꝛekrayle and 
lyghtly offendeth. Therfoꝛ pꝛay denoutly c meke⸗ 
ly to our loꝛde:that it wolde pleaſehym ofhisgra- 
te togyue vstheſpyyteofcopunctyon a ſay withe 
thepꝛokete.Gode loꝛde fede me with the bꝛede oke ⸗ 
tricio æ with theabiidarice ol teris fo2 my dꝛynke. 
The. xxii:chapt᷑ ofthe 2lidactoofthemiſery of mg, 
w herefocuerthoubeoz whether ſo euer thou 
conuert the:thou art but a wretche wythout 

thou conuert thy ſyife vnto almyghty god. where 
foꝛe art thou troubled:yfthat anye thynge happen 
nat to thy pleſour. what creature in al this wozlde 


| The kyꝛſte 

hath al his pleſour. Senat we that almyghty god 
ſuffred many iniuryes and wronges. et that perlõ 
hath moſte auauntage in hopethat moſte ſuffereth 
pacyently foʒ the loue ot our loꝛde. The frail woꝛde 
ly people beholdyngeondy outwardethynges lay 
thꝰ. Beholde howe gode a lyte this man hath how 


ryche:howe great poſſeſſios:howe myghty power 


howe ſtronge and fayze a nature. But thoſegodes 
be of litelfcertente euer in mouinge and they be pol 
feſſed euer with labour « fere CTherfoze beholde the 
heuenly godes that halbe poſſeſſed wyth al plelur 
and neuer fade. The kelycite of man ſtondethe nat 
in abũdaunte of woꝛdly godes . but it reaqͤreth thyn 
ges neceſſary foꝛ this woꝛlde. Euer the moꝛe ſpyꝛy⸗ 
tual a man deſyreth to be / the moꝛe bytternes he p⸗ 
ceyueth in this woldec moꝛe clerely ꝑceyuethethe 
kautes of our coꝛruptible kynde. thertoꝛ the pfyte 
Dauid deſyꝛed of our loꝛde to be delyuerd from all 
ſuche neceſſary defautes that ĩ maner let men to co 
me to ꝑteccvõ. But wo be to them that knowe nat 
theyr mybye ct wo be to them that hauetheyꝛ grea 
teſt pleafure in this mylerye ct coꝛruptyble lyfe: foꝛ 
and ſuche myght euer lyue here they were content 
diſpiſige in maner the true kelycite to come: where 
euery man that cometh is moſte pfytly ſuftylſid. O 
howe vnhappy a vnkaythful creature that by inoꝛ 
Dinate deſy2eoftriſytozy æ erthelythynocs art ſa 
blinde that thouhaſtnoſpiialltaſtebut cf carnalle 
thynges, But atthehoure ofthy dethe thyn tyen 
chalbe opened with peynes S104 1 
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howevylexlytel ofreputacys theſe thynges were 


wherin thou dydiſt put thy vnhappy felycyte But 
the holy ſayntes and the deuout louers of god ha- 


ue nat pꝛyncypally attended to thoſe thynges that 


were plealaunt to the fleſſhe oꝛ thoſethynges that 


hath tempoꝛally floꝛyſſhed in this woꝛlde but alle 


theire hope c entent was in this woꝛlde to poſleſſe 
the godes eternal. All theyꝛe delyꝛe was exalted to 
the moſte hye and inuilible goodelyſtit ſhoulde be 
dꝛawen to erthely thynges by the mene ok ofthyn⸗ 


ges vyſyble. O thou dull loule that perſeuereſte in 


outwardetribulacyon oꝛ inly temptacvon c ĩ both 
ouercome remeinber that in tyme oktribulacion oꝛ 
temptacion is the tful tyme ol merite. Fox 
thou muſte go thꝛughe fyꝛe and water afoze thou 
come into the place of fynalle conſolacyon and reſt; 
And thou ſhalt neuer ouercome vyce but by violen 
te:we may nat longe be without lynnetydeouſnes 
92 ſoꝛow:as longe as we berethis frayle bodye a⸗ 
bout wyth vs. we wolde begladdeto haue quyet⸗ 
nes krom alle ſynne and myſerye: but foꝛ aſmoche 
as we haue loſt innocencyeby lynne webe nat woꝛ 
thy to haue here the place ofioye and felycite Ther⸗ 
koꝛe we muſt by pacyente abyde the mercye ol oure 
loꝛde:vnto the tyme that our mylerable moztalite 
be perfytly chaunged into thelyfe perdurable and 
immoꝛtalle. O howe frayle is our humaynelyna- 
ge euer pꝛone and redy to vyce. This day thou arte 
tonkeſled ofthy ſynnesꝛthe next day thou retoꝛneſt 
vnkyndely to thelameſynne. Nowe thou jpurpo- 


(The kyrſt 
leſt to ceſſe fro thy ſynne and within the fpate ofan 
hour thou falleſtevntotheſame:as thoughe thou 
had made no pꝛomys ne purpoſe contrarye. And 
therfoze wehaueſufficientoccaſion ofhumylyacis 
wherby wemay manyfeſfly perteyue onr ownet- 
kyꝛmytees d vnſtabilnes. And that vertue that we 
longe tyme laboured fo: by grace obteyned is ſo⸗ 
ne loſte by neglygence, And we berempyſſe c negly⸗ 
get nowe whan we be moſte myghty to laboure, 
what ſhal we do whan we waredulfin wyt a fe- 
byl in bodye. O howe vnhappy be tho that repute 
them ſylfe lure teſlyngeto labour agaynſt vyce as 
they were ſure in gode lyfe. a iyt there is no token i 
maner of pfecciõ in theyr lyte: they that thike thẽ⸗ 
ſylfe perſyte as I haue rehercid it were expedyente 
that they were inſtructed as Nouyices begynners 
to growe in mozeperkyte vertues 
¶ The. xxiii. Chapter of the meditacyon of dethe. 

p Rouydefoz thy ſylfe whyles thou arte here: 

fo: thou ſeeſt that this day a man is: and the 
moꝛowehe appereth nat. And whan heis wythe- 
dꝛawen from thebodely lyght / he is ſone foꝛgoten 
goſtely. O the great dulnes and hardnes olf mãnes 
hert that moꝛe myndeth and pꝛouydeth foꝛ traſito 
ry thynges pꝛelent: than eternallethynges foꝛ to co 
me. It thou woldeſt in euery woꝛde: warke a thou 
ght remẽberas thou chulde one dyethan thou ha⸗ 
uinge a gode conſciencethuldeſt nat ſo inoꝛdinatly 
kere dethe. It is moꝛe pꝛotytable to auoyde lynne 
than to flee dethe. Ifthou be * dave to 
iu 
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dye by theſame realõ thouſhalt nat be redy to mo 
rowe:Fo: tomoꝛoweis a dayvncertayne and thou 
knoweſt nat whetherthou ſhaltcontinuetherto oꝛ 
nay, what auayleth it to lyue longe and the lyfe to 


delptel oꝛ nothyngeamended. A longelyfeencrea-s 


ſeth nat alway vertue: but dyuerſe tymesſynne & 


' byce, woldegod we myght beconterfaunt euerye 
day in this woꝛlde without anye offence, There be 
many that count many yeres ot conuerſacyon:but 
kul fewe ok frutefulllyuinge. O it is keretull to dye 
but perauenture it is moꝛe ieoperdous to lyue len⸗ 
ger. Bleſlyd be tho perſons that continuallye haue 


the houre ol deth akoꝛe theyr lyght:and that euer y 


day diſpoſethemſylfeto dye. Redute to thy remem 
bꝛaunce ſomeperſone that thou haſtelſene departe. 


and thynkethat lyke wyle thou muftnedys depar 
te. whan thou ryleſt in the moꝛning dout whether 
thou ſchalte continue in bodely helthe vnto nyghte 
And therfoꝛe euer diſpoſethy kylfe to be redy that 
deth neuer may fynde the vnredy neaſlepar; and 
remember howe many do departe ſodaynly, and 
whan they leſte hauebyleued they hauegone. The 
ſonne of man both god and man our tugekhalleco- 
methat tyme whan weleſte wene as helayth him 


ſylfe. whanne thy laſt hour cometh than ſhalt thou 
repent fulle ſoze of thy remyſſe and negligent lyfe. 
Howe gracyvous and happy is that ſoule that now 


in his lyfelaboureth to be inthat ſtate as it deſireth 
to be founde in his dethe. To contempnethe woꝛl⸗ 
deperfytely;a great deſpretopꝛophpte in vertues. 


r 

loue ot dylcyplyne: labour in penaunteꝛ a pꝛompte 
wyll to obediente / redy to foꝛlake theyze owne wyl 
the ſuppoꝛtacyon ofeuery trybulation foꝛ the loue 
ot our loꝛde thele ſhall enduce vs too haue a greate 
. confidencetodepartehappelye oute ofthts wozlde 
It is mochebetter be tyme tos pꝛouyde foꝛ thy ſel⸗ 
feand kynde thy goodes byfoꝛethethan to truſt to 
other that perauentureſhalknought oꝛlytel ꝓuide 
foꝛthe. And thou laboure nat nowebyſelyefo2 thy 
ſelfe who ſhall be beſy foꝛ the in timeto come Now 
the tymeis very pꝛecyus. but it is lamentable too 
ſpendethat tyme vnp2ofitably where wemyghte 
deſeruegodesofthe which we ſhuld liue a ioye et⸗ 
nally the tyme ſhal come that thou woldeſt beglad 
to haue one day oz hour to amẽde thy ſelfe in but J 
knowenat whether thou ſhalt obteyne it oꝛ naye; 
O thou vncircũſpecte ſoule ot howe greate peryl x 
fere myghtis thou deliuer thy ſelfe of no we if thou 
wolde nowe kere to olfende god e luſpecte the com⸗ 
vynge ot dethe. Studye nowe to lyue lo that in the 
houre ot thy deth thowe may rather ioye than fere 
Leꝛne nowe to die krom the woꝛlde that than thou 
mapſt begine to lerne wyth criſte Lernenow toco 
tempne al woꝛdly thynges that than thou may fre 
ly wythout any impedyment goo tocriſt Chaſtiſe 
thy body noweby penaucex than thon maiſt haue 
ſerten conkydence ot rewarde O thou vnwyſe mã 
why mahyſt thou lo great c ſure pꝛouiſvon foꝛ the 
tyme to coome whan thou arte not ſurethat thou 
thalt nat lyue ooneday to the ende. Howe manye 


ly haue diſceſſed. Howeoft tymes haſte thou herde 


beſtrangled:ſome with kyꝛe: ſome wyth vꝛo: ſome 


Parte 
hauebe deteyued thynkynge to lyuelonge #ſoden-s 


ofthoſe that be departed howe ſome haue be llaine 
wyth werde: (omedrownede: ſome kallynge fro 
hye place haue bꝛoken they? necke:ſome etĩge haue 


wyth theues haue be deſtroyed c lo the endeok eue 


ry man in this woꝛlde is deth: and the lyfe ot man 


in this woꝛlde as aſhadowevanyſſhethe awaye. 
who l hal rememberoꝛ pꝛay foꝛthe after thy dethe 
thou knoweſt nat. Therfoꝛenoweinſtoꝛe thy lille 
of ryches ĩmoꝛtalkthat ſhal cõtynue after thy deth 
Euer lobour foꝛ that thyngethat may honour god 
and helpe thy ſoule a attende therto:ſtudye to ma⸗ 
ke the layntes ot heuen a the frendes ofgod thy ſte 
des: and they ſhalle receyue theinto euerlaſtinge ta 
bernacles: Thou relygious loule behauethy ſylfe 
vpon erthe as a pilgrym x a ſtraũger:oꝛ it pertey 
neth no thynge to the to intermyt ofthe belynes ol 

this woꝛlde. Pꝛeſerue thy hert fre and dyꝛect itto 
our loꝛde.foꝛ thou haſt no Cyte here abydinge and 
therfoꝛe dyꝛecte thy dayly moꝛninge and pꝛayer vp 
warde:that after thyſpiryte departe fro thy bodye 
it may be woꝛthy tobe graciouſly tranſlated into 
thatceleſtialł and perpetualfCyte, OD 


¶ The. xxiiii. Chapter is of thelaſt iugement e pey 


nes deputed foꝛ ſynne. | 
{ Nalthylaboursbeholde the ẽde c how thou 
ſhal ſtõde afoꝛe the iuge to whome no thynge 


canbehyd.hethatdayſhal nother be moued wit 


' 
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rewardysno2p2alerno2 any other cauſethatmay 


be allegid but heſhalinge that is rightwis O thou 
mylſerable vnwyle lynner what hal thou an we 


rethat day to thatloꝛdeknowige al that euer thou 
haſt done Jfthou fere lõtyme in thys wonlde the 
face ot᷑ a moꝛtall man whyche thou haſt dyſplaſed 
howe moche moze l huldeſte thou feere the face ot 
thys thy eternall iuge. why pꝛouideſt thounot foz 
the daye of iugement. whan there maye no man be 


accepted oꝛ defended by another. But euery man 


ſhall ans were foꝛ his owne ſelfe. Nowe thy welle 
oꝛderyd laboure is fruttull thy wepynge accepta- 
ble thy moꝛnynge woꝛthy to be har de thy ſoꝛowe 
purgeth atis ſatyſfactoꝛy⸗ The pacyent man that 
moꝛe lamenteth foꝛ the malyce of ſynners Than 
fo: hys owneinturyehathe an holſom purgatoꝛy⸗ 
And lykewyſethey that pꝛaye foꝛ theyt ennemies 
c in theyr herte foꝛyeue theyr offencys & they that 
tary not too aſke foꝛgeuenes of other foꝛ theyr of- 
fences, andbe moꝛe redy too remytte thanne to be 
wroth. And they that by vyolente reſtreyne theyr 
ſelfe fro ſinneand euer be beſy too make the body 
obedyent to the ſoule. Alle thole haue an holſome 
purgatozy in thys lyfe. It is moche moꝛepꝛotyta⸗ 
ble nowe to purge dure ſynne and kytte it awaye 
than to abyde the purgacyõ therof with the fyre ot 
purgatozy .Uerely we deceyue oure ſelfe by inoꝛ⸗ 
dynate loue that we haue to our ſelfe; what ſhalle 
the lyre come to deuoure buttethy ſynne Euer the 
moꝛethou ſparpſte thy ſelfe nowe and ſo folowylt 


| Fg Parte, 
theſenſuall appetytethe moꝛe gꝛeuouſe ſhal bethy 
peyne afterwarde and moꝛe greuus the kyre. And 
therfo:cloke what thynge man mozegreuutlyof 
kyndetheinand therin ſhalle be hys moozepeyne 
Theflouthfull perſoneſhalbepuniſſhed with bꝛẽ 
nynge bꝛondys The gloton thathatheconſumed 
metys #drynkes ſuperfluucly to the detriment of 


their body d the iiurye ol the poure that kamiſched 


fo: huuger thanneſhalle they famyſſhefozhunger 
in ſo mochethat yfthey.wolde delyre a dꝛoppe of 
water to mytage that excedynge ardozethat they 
ſhallſufferthanne it halle not be poſlyble to them 
to obteyne it. The lecherous people and theinoꝛ⸗ 
dinatelouers of theyr luſtys chall be tcompelled too 
dꝛynke the ſtynkynge andabhomynableinflamey 
yche and bꝛymſtone And the enuvus people Thall 
yle d howe as wode hoũdes And ſo euery line 
ſhall hauehis pꝛoper toꝛmente a peynecoꝛeſpõdig 
to hym And the obſtynate pꝛoude ⁊ couetis ꝑerſõs 
ſhall be replenyſched wyth all confuſyon a penury 
Ther challbe one houremoꝛe peynkull c greuouſe 
than here a hundred yere in bitter penaunce Ther 
chall neuer be conſolacyon ne reſteto thoſe that be 
dampned oz ſhall be dãpned but herethe troubled 
perſons haue ſometyme alleuiaũce oftheyrpatnes 
and con ſolacyon oftheyrfrendys Be nowebely 
tſoꝛpe foꝛ thy ſynne that in the daye ol iugement 
thou may haue ſuryte wyth holy ſayntes whych 
thanſhall ſtonde in greate conſtance agenſtethoſe 


that haue vnrightlully vexed them. And loke as 
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they be nowe iugyde ok other men lo thanneſhall 
they iuge other. Thanne thepoure obedyent loule 
ſhallſhaue gret confydence # the obſtynate pꝛoude 
man hal quake a fere on euery ſide Thã ſhal they 
be reputed wyle that hathe lerned in thys woꝛlde 
ok our loꝛde to be abiecte c dylpyſed Thanneſhall 
all trybulacyon pacietly ſuffered beful ꝓkytable 
every iniquite chall troublethe auctoꝛ therof Tha 
hal euery denonteſouiefoyet euery wicked crea⸗ 

tn:eſhal wayle x moꝛne than (hall the fleſſhe that 
hath ben with reſone chaſtyſed bemozeglad tha it 
t had bealway in delectacyon # pleaſure thanthe 
vyle veſture chall ſhine and the gliſterige garmẽtis 
ſhalle be derke and vyle and the pouzecotagemoze 
of pꝛyte than the greate gloꝛyus palys edyfyed foz 
pompe a pꝛydethan chall be moꝛe alowable acon 
ſtant patyentethan all vſurped power than halle 
thetrue obedyente of a meke relygyꝰ ſoule bemoꝛe 
exralted than any woꝛldely cautelus pꝛudencethan 

chal a clere conſcyence be moꝛeioyfullthan the atro 
gaũte ofpoetis oꝛ phyloſophers than thecõtempte 
ok ryches ſhallbe moꝛe ok pꝛycethan the treſoure ot 
all the erthe Than thou ſhalt haue moꝛe delectacid 
in deuoute pꝛayer thi in the delectable fedige And 
thou ſhalt moe reioyſe of thy ſylece that thou haſt 
kepte than ofthy longe luperkluꝰ ſpeche T hã ſhal 
the holy werkis be moche inozeof pꝛycethannethe 
fayre a plelante woꝛdes Than ſhall a ſtratte life 
peynful be moꝛe pꝛofytablethan alt woꝛdly delecta 
cion Lernenowetoſuffer ſmalle trybulaciõs that 
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than thou may be deliuered tom gret trybulaciõs 
If thou wylte in any wyle by contynuauceofthy 
lynne oꝛder thy ſelfe to the fyre make erperyence, 
Putte thy hande in the kyre It thou may not ſuf- 
ker thys lytelle peyne:howe ſ halle thou indure too 
ſufter thy hole body perpetually to be putte in the 
fyre It nowe a lytelle poſſyon make the ſo inpacy 
ent what l hall the intollerable paynes of helle doo 
to the. Thanne gyue hede. thou mayſte not haue 
the kull plelure bodely here and in the lyfeto come 
the abundaunce ofſpirtiuallioye Therkoꝛeifthou 


wylt after wardereyne wyth cryſte in ppetuall ple 


ſure folowe hym here in thys lyfe wyth penatices 
It thou hadde lyued frõ the begĩnĩge ol the wozld 
tothys daye in alle honoure and pleſure that were 


| — — to be haddein thys lyfe they ſhulde nowe 


e all paſte as a dꝛeme that ſhoꝛtly apperetheand 
ſoneis foꝛgoten And yfthou ſhuldeſte lyue nowe 


lykewyle to the woꝛldes ende and thanne departe 


what chulde remayneof theſeplelures no thynge 
Than we maye conclude that alle woꝛdly plelure 
is but vanyte and all other thynge in thys woꝛlde 
is vanyte ſauyuge the loue ok god hys leruyceoz 
thynge oꝛdꝛed to theſe That ſoule that loueth god 
with all his herte it nother fereth detheſnozdinatly 
tozmentys Jugemente ne helle. Foꝛperfyte loue 
hath ſure paſſage to oure loꝛde who ſo euer hathe 
delyte to offende it is no meruayleyf thy dꝛede de 
the and theyr Jugeinente iytte ykthe loue of god 
moͤye not wythedꝛawe the kro ſynne thanne vt is 
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code Xexpedient that thou ceſſe of lynnefoꝛthefere 
of the peynes of hel. And that pſonthatpzeferrethe 
any woꝛdly loue afoꝛe the loue ot god can nat long 
ſtondein the ſtate of grace: but heſhal ſone be tyed 
in theſnareofthedeuylle, 
¶ The. xxv.chapter otthe feruent emandacyon of 
all the lyfe of man. ED. 
| Okethatthou be wakynge a diligẽt in the f- 
uyceofgod c thou religius ſoule remẽber by⸗ 
ſely whether thou art come # why thou haſt foꝛſa⸗ 
ken the woꝛlde. was it nat fo: that entẽt that thou 
ſchuldeſt become a ſpiritual man oꝛ woman # to lo⸗ 
ue c ſerue god only. Therkoꝛeincyte thy ſylfe to ha 
ue feruourto ſpiritual ꝓtyte.Foꝛ thou chaltſhoꝛtly 
receyue thy rewarde of alkthy labours and in that 


heuenly inheritalicechalbe nouther ſoꝛowe ne fere 


Nowelabour alytel x than thou c halt fynde grete 
reſt and perpetual gladnes yfthou wilt faythfully 
#feruently abyde in vertuous labourethouſhalt 
fynde without dout that our loꝛde chall feythfully 
# abũdaũtly rewarde the. and haue hopethat thou 
ſhalt cometo victoꝛy. But it is expedient that thou 
therin haue nat to gret ſurty:lyſt thou be negligẽt 
oꝛ exalted therby in thy mynde. There was a cer⸗ 


tayne perlõ that was oftymes flowwige in his myn 


debytwenefere and hope: and on atymebeing full 
okanguiſſhe and ſoꝛowe in a churche felle pꝛoſtrate 
tothe grunde layngethele woꝛdes. O yt IJ myght 
knowe whether J hal perſeuer and ouercome this 
great temptacyon that J am * _ anon the 


: Pa rt el : a 
ant were of our loꝛde chewed to hym ĩ his ſoule ſa⸗ 


vnge what woldeſtethou do yfthou kneweſt that 


Do nowe that as thou woldeſt do than: and ther⸗ 
by thou mayſte haue luerte / And ſoo anon he was 
reconfo:ted:and commytted hymſylle to the wyll 
ofgod:and ol his flowinge and vnſtedfaft mynde 
was pay ed and wolde no moze by curious inquy 
ſycion deſyꝛe to knowe what ſhulde befall to hym 
in tyme to come:but rather he ſtudied to know the 
wyl of godtheſtodyed to conferme his wylkto the 
wylle ol god: as welle in the begynninge as in the 
endynge of euery dedethat he holde do. The pꝛo⸗ 
phete Dauid exoꝛtynge euery man vnto Stuefaith 
Do well and hope in god: Inhabytethe erthe and 
thou ſhalt be fed wythethe frutes therot. The con 
tynualle grouge and labour oftemptacion and tri 
bulocyon wythdꝛaweth ryght many from pꝛofyt 
and fernent emendacyon. Uerely tho that enfoꝛce 
theyzlylfe wyth myghty applycacion to ouercome 
tholethyinges that be greuous and cotrarieto the 
helthe oftheire ſoules: they ꝓfyte excedynge other: 
and man in moꝛtiłienge ot his ſenlual partys and 
ouercomige othymlylke therin he ſpecially pfiteth 
and cometh to moꝛe abundaũce ofgrace;but euerv 


man hathe nat in lyke to ouercome oꝛto moꝛtykye 


A feruent louer ot god yf he haue moo and gretter 
pallyons oꝛ lettyngeſhalłmoꝛe ſpixitually pzofyte 
tha the ᷣtuous ꝑlon that hath les feruour to tue 
There be two thynges that ſpecyally helpe a ſoule 
tacometo vertue:to withdzaweitſilfe violẽtly fra 


Chefpaſte 
thoſe thynges that coꝛrupte nature is inclyned tor 
feruently to laboure foꝛ that grace oꝛ ᷣtue that we 
pceyue we haue mooſte nedeto. Gyue hede in anye 
wylethat thou auoydethole vyces in thy fille that 
thou art moſte greued oꝛ myſcõtent withyn other 
menꝛand be glad to gader vertue ofeuery vertuoꝰ 
creature as the hony Be gadꝛeth his hony ofdiuer 
le floures ſo conſider al thoſethat thou art conuer⸗ 
launt with. Chele of echone ort theymelome vertue 
refuſyngetheyꝛe vyce:take the fayꝛe flour from the 
bꝛambelle and hurt nat thy honde of the thoꝛne. 
And yfit happen the to be hurt indeuer thy fylfeto 
be recouerde wythout delay As thyn iye 2ſedereth 
the warkes of other lo thou art noted of other. O 
howe iocunde c mery is itto be conuęrſaũt wythe 
tõpanyot honeſt name a kamekaythfull and ſeruẽt 
in theloue of god And contrary wyle it is greuous 
tobeacompanyed with tho that be diſo2dred both 
to god #1nantthat nouther as louers ne keythkulle 
ſubiectis hauecõplenyſſhed thoſe thiges that they 
bt called to. Howeiluconuenient thyngeisa perſon 
to be neglygent in thole thinges that he is called to 
of our loꝛde:⁊ to gyue hede to thoſe thiges that he 
is nat boũdeto. Reduce to thy remẽbraũcethe ſtate 
of thy perfeccyon that thou art called to the ymita 
cis of Jeſu cryſt o2fuyce,2\yd well his lyfechowe 
ferre thy lyfe diſcoꝛdeththerkro thou halt fynde 
thy ſylle no goode dyſcyple noꝛ ſcoler but rather a 
truynde oꝛ apoſtata. That relygvous ſoulethat de 
uoutly exercyſeh it ſylteĩ the * 1 paſſid of our 
i + 
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Parte. 
loꝛde chal fynde therin alt hynges pꝛofytable ene⸗ 
ceſſaryfo2it + abundaũtlye c ſhal nat nede to ſeche 
any better thingethan in this lyfeis conteyned. O 
that ſoule that myght alway hauetheremebrauce 
of Jeſu crutiſyed:howelone xlufficientlithuldeit 
beenfourmed with knowlegeneceſſary;A feruent 
religious ſoulepaciently ſuffrethx oblerueth thole 
thynges that becõmaunded to it. And a negligent 
t a remyſſe religius ſoule hath tribulatio vpon try 
bulacion.and ſuffreth anguyſſhe & tribulacion on 
euery party that is fo2 it lacketh inly tonlolacyon 
and is reſtrayned frome outwarde confoꝛt: That 
religious perſone that lpuethe without diſcyplyne 
is redy to falle to ruyne. And that man that euere 
keth moꝛe large maner a lybertein his lyke: ſhalbe 
alway in anguyſſhe a trouble and euer ſhal diſple⸗ 
ſe hym other that lyke that he hath begon oꝛels foz 
he hathe lekt a better. Take hedehowe many religi 
ous pepel fo: the loue of god x euerlaſtinge ioy and 
liberte nowe obedyentlye lyuethe vnder theruleof 
ſtraytereligyon. They be wythdꝛawen fromethe 
woꝛlde and delyze nat tobegreatlyeconnerſaunte 
wyth the woꝛlde / they be poꝛely fed content wythe 
vyle & groſſe clothynge:they laboure moch and ſpe 
kebutlytelſuperfitouſly they watchelonge and ſo 
neryle:longe in pꝛayer and holyredinge offrutful 
doctryne / and that they may cometo euerlaſtynge 
lyberte. They kepe theyꝛe lylfekro the ſpaceokthys 
ſhoꝛt lyfe vnder obedience and in pꝛyſon. Conſyd 
the holy oꝛders ofrelygyon both ofmen c women 


4 


aSthoſeofthe chanterhouſeobſernine{ominos * 
mynoꝛes holy ankouzs # ankeres how beſily they 
labour night a day to pleſe ⁊ ſerue our loꝛde Theſe 
quycke examples ot ſo gret multitude ſhulde iduce 
the to be a ſhamed too be ſo indeuoute remyſſe in 
the ſeruyce ol god O howe iocunde e plelant a life 
ſhulde it beto a ſoule that hadde no woꝛdly thige 
to do but to loue god contynually with all his hert 
in warkes + woꝛdes O yt we myghtcotinuei this 
lyte wythout bodely refeccyon as etynge a dꝛiking 
llepinge oz other bodely neceſſites and gyue hede al 
only to holy meditacyon gooſtly fedig x refeccon 
of oureſoule.than we chuldebe moche moꝛe happy 
than webe nowein leruige# attendynge moꝛe foꝛ 
bodely thynges than gooſtly ꝓfytte. whan man co 
myth ones to that pteccis that he ſechethe cõſolacy 
on ok noo creatuꝛe thanne begynnethe he to haue a 
ſpyrytuall talãge in god. a when he is cõtẽte wyth 
euery foꝛtune as wele wyth aduerlyte as plperite 
cofourmig « referryngealhis werkes to god toſer 
ue and obey tohys wylle, Euer remẽbꝛe the ẽ de ol 
euery thynge that thou beginneſte x alſo that time 
loſte can not be recouered and thou ſhalte neuer op 
teyue vertue wythoutlabourex dyligence# whan 
thou begynneſte to be remyſſe in ſpyrituallabours 
than thou beginneſte to waxe euille Jfthou applie 
thy ſelfe ſpiritually to moꝛe vertue thou thalte kide 
greate peaſe and thanne by grace ok god #louethat 
thou haſteto vertue thou (halt fyndetheſpirytual 
exercyle in vertueeuer moꝛe — lyghter A 

fil 
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keruent #loupngeſoulcis euer redy to all thynges 
that be expedient to the plelure ofgod #{piritual p 
kytte ot it ſelfe It is mozelabour to reſyſte vice and 
inoꝛdinate paſſyons than to be occupyed in bodely 
labours and y thou wyl not gyue hede to auoyde 
the leſſe line thou ſhalt ſone be inducyd to the moꝛe 
And whã thou haſte bꝛoughte the day tothe eueti 
de iñ vertuꝰ occupacis without eny gret diſpleſure 
to our loꝛdethã thou maiſt be gladde c ſuerly take 
thy reſte in hym And euer afoꝛe all other ſoules git 
hede to thyne owne ſoule excyte moue thy ſelfe 
to vertue and what ſo euer thou doeſt be neuer net 
ligent in thoſethinges that beneceſſary foꝛ thy lou 
le loke howe moche thou delyreſte to pꝛokitte and 
ſo moche applye thy ſelfe violently to goſtly # ſpy⸗ 
ritual labours. And thus endethe the kirſte boke ol 
Juohũ Gerſon oftheimitacyon ofcrylte, bs 


Here begynnethe the ii. boke of Johfi Gerſon of 
the inwarde e deuoute conuerlacion oftheſouleof 
man. | | 


Fter thelentence ofoureſauyoure Jeſu 

a Chyyſtethe inwarde reyneofgod ys in 
theſoule of man;Returnethy ſelfe with 

al thy hert to our loꝛde r foꝛſake the ĩoꝛdi 

nat loue ofthe woꝛlde a thy ſoule l hall kynde reſte 
lerne to cõtẽpne out warde thigis & applie thi mide 
to in warde thyngis ⁊ thou ſhalte pceyuethat the 


 (Theſec6de 
kyngdõ of god ſhallcometo the wherwith comith 
peas *+toyein the holy gooſt that is not graũted to 
no wycked man If thou wylte pꝛepare in thy ſou 
le a condynge manſyoncryſteſhalle come c abyde 
there to thy inly conſolacyon Alle the pꝛyncypalle 
ioy d delyteh that god hathe in man is in the obe⸗ 
dyence and vertueofthe ſoule there he is cuſtom⸗ 
ably wyth meruelus wetnes a gret kamylyaryte 
con koꝛtably fedynge it wythe gooltly ſpeche# doc⸗ 
tryne O thou fayth full ſoule pꝛepare thy herte too 
cryſte thy ſpouſe that he may tome therto: and by 
hys goodnes maketherin a manſyon Foz heſayth 
in the goſpell of Johñ: who ſo louethe me he ſhalle 
obſerue my cõmaũdemẽtis ⁊ my fab # Þ with the 
holy goſte ſhal come to hym # make with him iha 
bitacyon by grace vnto webꝛinge him to theceleſti 
alle habitacion ofglozye. Make redy a plate in thy 
ſoule to hymthat creatte it æ lette no thynge haue 
intereſſe therin that may offende hym Jfhe abyde 
with the that is loꝛde of all richeſſe how maiſt thou 
be poꝛe he ſ halbe a ſuffycient and a faythfulle pꝛo⸗ 
uyſoure foꝛ the in all thynge expedyentteoꝛ the in 
whome thou muſt moꝛe conſtaũtly hope c byleue 
thã in euery creature foꝛ allcreaturs moꝛtal be mu 
table and thoughe the pꝛomys neuer ſo ſurelye yet 
they mayebe lone chaunged But cryſte that is the 
ſwete lirmament cuer in one abydingemay nat of 
eny wyſe bꝛeke hys abſolutepzomys By a krende 
that is moꝛtalk neuer ſo feythfulle oꝛ beloued vet in 
that that he is moꝛtall c trayle he may be changed 
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Parte 
They that thys daye be thy frẽdis to moꝛolw may 
be thyne ennem yes and ther foꝛe put noſureconfy 
dence but in god whome thou ſhalt loue ⁊ fere abo 
ue all thynge Here we haue nocerten habitacid but 
wherloeuer we be in this woꝛlde we be as pilgris 
c ſtraungers ⁊ ſhall neuer haue true reſte without 
we be vnyte to cryſte Fyxe thyne iye ofthy ſoule 
ofthe pꝛeſent thinges in this would ofthepilgzims 
that gone by the way whych be not taryed by the 
bewty oftholethigis that bẽ in their way but thir 
mindis renne moſt of the ende ol thir iourney So 
lette the ive of our ſoules be fixed pfitly ĩheuẽ wher 
be trueiyes and than ſhall we be leſſe taryed in the 
vleof erthly thynges Bewarethat thou inclyne 
nat ſo moth vnto erthly thiges that thine appetite 
be not therwyth attached athou made ſubiete too 
the gret enemy the woꝛlde a ſo ſpyrytuaily periſſh. 
Lette thy meditacyon be alwaye okhi that is moſt 
hygh d directethy cõtinualł pꝛaier to cryſt Itthou 
can not occupye thy mynde in the hygh cotempla- 
cyon of god reſtethan in the paſſyonof our ſautour 


and let thy contẽplacvõ reſte in his bleſſed woũdis 


and there thou ſhalt perceyue ſynguler conkoꝛte in 
all trybulaciõs bodely x goſtly And fere not moch 
ok the detractacyon of euill ſpeche ofthe woꝛdly pe 


_ opylleyfthou gyue no cauſe therto Fo2 wehaue 


examples of our maſter cryſt that was moſte vyle 
reputed and in hys moſteneceſſyte loꝛſaken ok his 
krendys and aquayntaũce Criſte oure leder wolde 


lufferand bedyſpyſed c we deſyre to bemagniſied 


(The ſecõde | | 
#lothe to ſuffer iniury oz wꝛonge. Criſte hadde ad 
uerſarys detrattours and we wolde haue all to 


be our frendes c benefactours. Howe ſhulde thy 
pacyt᷑te be crowned without aduerſyte And thou 


wyll ſuffer none aduerſyte howe ſhulde thou be 
the louer of cryſt. Ifthou wylt rayne wythe hym 
injperpetuall plefureſuffer wyth him herein tẽpal 
trybulacyons; Jfthou myghte onys perkytly ent 
in the inly deuocyon of ieſu cryſte a perceyue a litel 
ofhis feruentlouethan thou ſhuldeſt but litel foꝛce 
all woꝛdly auaũtage oꝛ dyſauaũtage but ſhuldeſt 
rather Joye in iniuryes and cõtemptes ſhewed to 
the. Foꝛ the perfyte loue ofgod incyteth man to cõ⸗ 
tinue himlelle in the inly loue of god that is fre zõ 
all inoꝛdynate affeccyons c may wythout defaute 
holy conuerte hym ſelfe to cryſte and in hym haue 
periytereſte c fruicydõ. He that p2aiſeth the gode or 
the woꝛlde notte as they be extemed ofthe woꝛdly 
peplebut as they be ofpꝛyte in theyr ſelfe that pſoe 
is very wyſe c rather inſtructed of god than o mã 
That ſoule that hathe at lybertethe inwardemo⸗ 
tiõs of vertu d põ derethe but litel the outward thi 
ges he abydeth nother plate noꝛ tymeto haue ver⸗ 
tu? exerciſes i godelite. The inly mã may lone vny 
te æcalle to gider his inly powers x vertu? ok his ſo 
ule ſoꝛthey be neuer holy occupied with outwarde 
thiges The out warde laboure oꝛ exercyſe isnecel⸗ 
ſary foꝛ a tymeit letteth hys ſoule but litel othis ꝑ 
feccõns foꝛ euery thynge that behappythe to hym 
wether it be aduerlyte oꝛ ꝓſperyte he rekerreth yt 
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Parte. 


to the wyll of god Loke howe moche moꝛe amã lo 


ueth any wozdly thĩge thã it ſhulde be louid lo mo 
che his mynde is diſtracte ælete łꝛo the true oꝛdyna 


te loue ofgod Jfthy ſoule werepfitly pourged frõ 


all inoꝛdynate affeccions euery auẽture x foꝛtune 
comig tothe : ſhuldebe to the augmẽtacið ot vertue 
t graceto thy ſoule The cauſe why many thiges 
diſpleaſe oꝛ trouble theis that thou art not vet ꝑfit 
ly moꝛtified in thy ſelfenepourged frõ all ioꝛdina⸗ 
te loue oferthly thynges There is no thig that dyl 
oꝛderyth oꝛ filythetheſoule of man as ĩpurec᷑ diſoꝛ 
dꝛed loue of creatures Jfthou woldeſt ſekeno wo2 
Idly cõſolacvõ outwardethou mightyſte haue thy 
medytaciõ ⁊ heuẽly cõſolacyõ in thy ſoule the why 
che excedeth al wouldly c tranſitoꝛy confo:te as he 
uen excedethe erthe | 
¶ The ſeconde chapter ofthe humble ſubieccion of 
the ſubiecte to the pꝛelate. | 
Ho ſo euer be wythe the oꝛ contrary too 
w. thelaboure wyth all thy myghteto ha⸗ 
uethy loꝛde god with thei euery viage 
oꝛthig that thou doeſte c thã thou may 


ſte ſay with Dauid the ꝓphete god is my helper F 


ſhalk nat tere the ennemy of man. The moſteimedi 
ate mene to haue god with the is to haue a godecle 
ne conſcyente And loke to who lo euer god puttith 
furth his hande to helpe therecan no aduerlite hurt 
hym And yk thou can kepe ſcylence and pacyence 
thou ſhalt without douteperceyuethehelpeofgod 
in thy nede. Ye knowethethetymeand the wayes 


— . — 
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Che ſeröde 
ofdelyueraticeand therfoꝛe refrayne d tõmytte thy 
lelfe to hym. It perteyneth to hym to helpe and de 
lyuer the faythfulkobedyent ſoules fro perylle and 
iuperdye. It is expedyent koꝛ our hum pliacion and 
merytte that ſomtyme other people knowe our de 
fautys and ſynnes that they mayecoꝛrecte vs c re⸗ 
pꝛeue vs. whanne man fo2 hys owne defautys hu 
myleth hym elfe than he hathe moꝛe compaſſiõ of 
the fraylteok other and recoſileth him ſelfeto thoſe 
that haue olfẽded hym a cõtrary wyſcherecoſileth 
thẽ to hym. Almyghty god ptecteth 4 defcdeth the 
meke ma obedyent a hym he knoweth x coũlelleth 
& enclyneth hym ſelfe to hym c lendeth gret abun⸗ 
dance ot grace to him ⁊ ſheweth his ſecrete counſet 
to hi Alſo he enuiteth him c dꝛaweth him by grace 
benignly x after his humiltacis depꝛeſſiõ hethan 
ſeth hi to gloꝛy The meke obedyent ſoule puedby 
iniury d contuſi mayreſtein pele. o in as moch 
as it is cotepned ofthe woꝛldeit is in maner 2ſtray 
ned to flee e reſte in god and neuer eſtimate thy ſelf 
to haue perkytly p2ofitte withoutethou repute thy 
felfemoſte vyle ot all other. 
¶ The iii.chapter of the reſtfulle #quyettepſone; 

I Ohethou kirſt be quiettethy ſelfe a the thou 
mayſt the better pacitye other A pacyet mã 

is moꝛe cõmendable c ꝓfytablethan a gret lettred 
man ipacyent A perſone that is paſſionatte lighttt 
beleueth the woꝛſte partye cõmõly in euery thing 
That perſone that is contente aplyeth euery thig 
beſt and that ſoule that is not wele cõtẽt is inaͤete 


 ſpekeofthoſethiges that were expediẽt to beſpoke 


Parte. 


by dyuerſeſuſpiciss X notherquiete ĩ hiſelfe ne yet 5 
lufferethe other to be in peaſe c ſpekethe oftymes 


thoſethynges that be not ſyttynge a omyttethe to 


of Hecõſidereth what other beboũde to do e is nec 
gligent in that that perteineth to hĩ ſelfe Haue lirſt 


à zele c a reſpecte to thy ſelfe then thou maiſtbett 
attende to the dedys ofother Thou arte redy to ex 


cuſe thy ꝓper errour q defautis c wil not cõſ id the 
kraylte ot thy neyghboure But it were moꝛe acco2 


dige to eqͥte too excuſetheneighboure# accuſethy 


ſelfeJfthou wyltthat other ſuppoꝛte c ſuffer the 
thou muſt ſotime charitably ſuppoꝛte #lufkero- 


ther mẽ how ferre art thou fro pfitehumilite#cha 
rite by the which ma ſhuld be moſt w2oth wythe 
his owe ollẽces it is no gret mat ofpacies to becõ 


uerſãte with meke tractable oꝛ charitablecõpanve 
fo: with ſuchepſss euery body ĩ manerdelith natu 
rally to be accompanvyed but it is a ſygne ot greate 


vertue c pacyentce to be auerlãt paciẽtiy with fꝛow 


arde wrath ul c euyl manered people that beredy 
to pꝛoue our pacyẽs with 2tradicon ituries # wꝰꝛõ 
gys Bleſſed be thoſe that emongeſte this people be 


pacpent foꝛ to them by theyr pacyeus ꝑteyneth the 


kingdom ofheuen And that perſonethat by grace 
can aꝑplyehym ſelfe moꝛe toſuffer pacyently hall 
obteyne moꝛe pes may be called a conqueroure ot 
hym ſelfe e ouer the woꝛlde a loꝛde a frendeof criſt 
and theinherytoure of heuen. ¶ The iii. chapt of 
plire mynde and a true entente. 
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herte pceyueth heuen #hefcomonly T 

dyſpoſycion ofmanisſhewed by his outwvardecs 
uerlatyõ thereisnoioyeinthis worldeto the joye 
-ofaclene 2ſcienceAnd2trary wyſe thereis notrou 
ble oꝛ inquietacion in comparyſon ofthe trouble of 


_. themindedilcotent ofeuel2ſcience; As the yꝛenput 


in the fize is dlenled from his raſt a madeclerexſhi 
nynge / ſo the obedient ſoule made hote in the lyze ol 
tribulacyon is pourged from theruſt ofſynne and 
made clere in contcience and made ardent in the lo⸗ 
ue ok god and ſo he is chaunged into a newe man. 
whanaloulebegynneth tobe 1 rs in vertuous 


Parte 
labour. than dtereche alytel lab out and ante 
gladly outwardeconſolaciõ. But whan it begyn⸗ 


neth pfytely to ouertome it ſylſe: to walke mygh 
tely in the way ok god than it extemeth thelabours 
oꝛ troubles but lyght: thewhyrheatoze weregre- 
uous and impoꝛtable 
3 ofthe pperconCideracion of man. 
t Here ſholdeno vertuouspſon hauegrete con 
fidence in theyr roife-Fort manytymesby the 
meneofotrp:eſiiption oꝛ tẽptacion weiacke bothe 
grate and wyſedom oftreweingement . theſpfialk 
lyght that we haue is but lytel c yet welele it ſone 
by our neglygence. And diuerſetymes we beſo far 
ouerſene:that we wyll nat oꝛcan nat ꝑceyue our 
per blyndenes. Diuerſe tymes webe euel in our de 
dis and in defenſyon oꝛ crtuſacyon oftheym webe 
woꝛle. There be dyuerſe that eſtimate andthynke 
theyꝛe dedes be done ofzele and charytethe whiche 
they do by ĩmoderate paſſyon and carnalyte we be 
redy to repꝛeue lin alk offences ĩ our neighbourx to 
excuſe our ꝓper grete olẽtes: webe redy to notethe 
iniuries that be done to vs: but we ꝛlider nat what 
other ſuffereth of vs: I we woldecoſider wel our 
' pper offences weſhuldemozepaciently ſufter a iu⸗ 
gethedelautes otother. The vertuous ꝑłon conlp 
derynge howehe ſhal gyue a count ofhis ꝓper offe 
tes:conſidereth but lytelk the offences of other: for 
whome helhalle nat ant wer. Thou ſhalt neuer de 
inly deuout withoutthou kepe ſcylẽte ofothermẽ⸗ 


nes warkes 4 woꝛdes a dylygentiy beholde thyne 


(Theſecdde 
ao og attendaunceto god# to 
onely;theoutwardecofuerſacy6ofother 
—— mouethe where art thou whã thou art 
nat pꝛeſent to thy ſylte. Ifthou ſider al otherthin 
2 — ſelfe nat cõſidered whatſhal it auayle the 
outhalt nen, in goſtly liuige ylthou 
pᷣlerue thy ſelfefrotumultuous woꝛdly occupacys 
that religious ſoule may nat gretiy pfyte — 
that mocheapplyeth it ſylte to leculer occupacyon 
Let nothinge be ſo derely accept tothe as thy — 
god oꝛ thinge oꝛdꝛed to hym: c eſtymate al delecta⸗ 
5902p of any eee but 
vaynea ſoule that pfytely loueth god #reputeth al 
en Abts ſaintesbut tnalofpzie, God 
ſiblegodenesrepleniſlſethethe wozl- 
dest goto eng pe of ſoule#gladnes of hert. 
* pt othe gladnes ofagodecoſcience. 
£-:Decontol ofagodeſouleisinconſidera- 
tion ofagodexcleze conſcience, Labour euer 
cou agodeconſcience and than thou ſhalt becõ 
tinually in gladnes:and myghty to berepacientlye 
aduerlitees:Fo2 a gode cõſcience is euer glad amõ⸗ 
geaduerſitees# in contrarye wyſe an tuel conſcy- 
ente is euer ferefulimpacient andinquyete, Thou 
mayſte reſt ſurelyit thy hertebeynge ryght repꝛeue 
the nat. Beno tymeglad but whan thou doſte wel 
The euell people hatie neuer true oꝛ pertyte reſt: ne 
ueth nat theinly peas of mynde: foꝛ as oure 

loꝛde layth by his pꝛophete Iſaye. there is noſure 
peas to wycked people: and * * be 


ä 
labour. than itferethe alytel labour and receiuethe 


gladly outwardeconſolacis.But whan it begyn⸗ 
neth pfytely to ouertomeſt ſylſe: to walke mygh 
tely n the way ol god than it extemeth thelabours 


tous and impottable; - 


oz troubles butlyght: thewhycheafoze were gre⸗ 
¶ The. v. chap ofthe pperconCideracion of matt; 
52 


Here ſholde no vertuousplon haue grete con 
fidence in theyr lylfe. Foꝛ manyt ymes by the 
meneofourp2eſiption oꝛ tẽptacion wetackebothe 


grate and wyſedom oftreweingement. theſpfialt 
lyght that wehaue is but lytel c yet welele it ſone 

by our neglygence. And diuerſetymes we beſo ar 
ouerſene:that we wylk nat oꝛ can nat ꝑceyue our 

per blyndenes. Diuerſe tymes webe euel in our de 
dis and in defenſyon oꝛ cxeuſacyon ottheym webe 

woꝛle. There be dyuerſe that eſtimate and thynke 
theyꝛe dedes be done oz ele and charytethe whiche 
they do by ĩmoderate palſyon and carnalyte we be 
redy to repꝛeue ſinalł offences ĩ our neighbourx to 
excuſe our ꝓper grete offẽtes:webe redy to notethe 


iniuries that bedoneto vs:but we elider nat what 


other ſuffereth of vs: Jfwe woldecoſider wel our 
' pper offences weſhuldemozepaciently ſuffer a iu⸗ 


gethedefanites ofofher.The vertuouspfon conſy 


deryngehoweheſhalgyueacount ofhis pper offe 


ces:conſidereth butlytelltheoffences of other: foz 
whomehelhallenatanſwer;Thouſhalt neuerde 
inly deuout withoutthou kepe ſcylẽte ofothermẽ⸗ 
nes warkes & woꝛdes a dylygentiy beholde thyne 


wne. fthou gyuethyn attendaunte to god c to 
thy lylle onely:the out warde conuerſacyd of other 
ſhaltheles moue the where art thou whã thou art 
— tothy ſylfe. Ifthou eſider al otherthin 
ſelfe nat cõſidered whatſhal it auayle the 
Sache ann n in goſtly ltuige ykthou 
fe fro tumultuous woꝛdly occupacys 
ao is ſoule may nat gretly pfytegoſtiye 
—— —v— 
Let nothinge be ſo derely accept to the as thy loꝛde 
F 
Np C — nat ww to — — 
dr gen ht this ſaintes ae CAN God 
ofhis ĩcõpꝛehẽſihle godenes repleniſſethe the woꝛl⸗ 
det ts che perkyte ſolace ok loule c gladnes of hert. 
CThe vi, ptofthegladnes ofagodecſcience, 
6 Meconſolacion ora gode ſoule is in conſidera⸗ 
tion ot agode c tleze conſcience, Labour euer 
tohaueagodeconſcience and than thou ſhalt becõ 
tinually in gladnes:and myghty to berepacientlye 
dàduerſitees: foꝛ a godecõſcience is euer glad amõ⸗ 
ge aduerſitees d in contrarye wyſe an cuel conſcy⸗ 
ente is euer ferefulimpacient and inquyete. Thou 
mayſte reſt ſurelyitthy hertebeynge ryght repꝛeue 
the nat. Beno tymeglad but whan thou doſte wel 
The euelt people hatie neuer true oꝛ pertyte reſt; ne 
perteyueth nat theinly peas of mynde: foꝛ as oure 
lo:deſaythby his pꝛophete Jſaye. there is noſure 
peas to wycked people:and * 1 be 


ſurenevoubtnataduerſitehauingeſogreatconfy: 


dencein 8 thikenothyngemay 


art nat moꝛe holy yfthou betõmẽded neleſſe vᷣtu⸗ 


eſideth the warkes but god the entẽt ok euery dede 
Itis a godelygneoka mekeſanle; that euer dothhe 
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| forhizlouecontempneth it ſelferasitts! yttig that 


— er wird — wyſebeafonin ne 


Theſecbde L 
and yet extemeth it ſylte to do but lytel oꝛ nought. 
7 dut 
wardeteſtimony foꝛit ſelte:it is a ligne that it ha⸗ 
the tommpt it krikeholr togod. The pꝛobacion of 
a vertuousloule ſtondeth nat in the commendacy 
on oktheir ſylfe but ol god The ſtate of the inlyver 
tuous man is pꝛĩcipally to oꝛder his minde to god 


by obediens e loue t be at lybertefrom al outward 


inoꝛdinate affections t deſꝛes. ¶ The. vii. cha- 
8 es. 5 
Leſſyd is thatfoulethatperfytip knowynge 
+ Jeſu cryſtelouethhym aboue althynge and 


akynge — — 
it is acoꝛdyngethat Jeſu be omꝛed as pʒꝛincypũ in 
une uren ere in 


uer ſo febleoꝛ frayle tit wyll reſt oz applye it ſelfe 
with al ſpũal ſtrengththerofto Jeſucryſteitſhalk 
be pfytely ſtablyſhed#maveſtrongethym. Loue 
— hym aloꝛeal other. Foꝛ vt al other freu 
des foꝛſake the / he wyl nat leuethe ne lulfer the ky⸗ 
nally to periſche. And thou muſttomtymedtk necet 
ſytebedeparted from al thy — okthis wonld 
iii 


c chou ſhalt natbeſeperatefrom.hym neyther ly- 
uingeno2diengtthouſhaltfyndehymſo feythful 
tothethat whan al other fayle of ſotour c helpeto⸗ 


wardethe he ſhall neuer fayle. And ik thou wylte 


auoyde al inoꝛdinate loue ofcreatures, Jeſu wylle 
gladly ihabite + abyde with the. what ſo euer thou 
do to man: oꝛ receyue ofhym nat oꝛdꝛed to Jeſus 
is as vayne t loſte. Be nat adherent ne put nat thy 
conkidens in that thynge that is as an holowe ſtok 
oꝛarede hauinge no ſubſtaunce to ſuſteyne the:eue 
ry man lyuynge in a moꝛtal bodye:ſayth our loꝛde 
is reſembled to hay.and al his bobely pleaſureſhat 
Lone ade c tal as dothethe floꝛowꝛes ĩthe medowe 
Ifthou attende c gyue hede tothe out ward appa⸗ 
rens of man: thou ſhalt ſone be diſſeyued. Jfthou 
wylt beſely ſech lolace a lucre thou ſhaltfidemany 
tymes diſplealour c detriment.if thou ſechethy loꝛ 
de ieſu in euery thynge thon ſhalt truly fyndehym 
And in iyke wyſeifthouſeche thy lylfe / thou ſhalt 
kyndethy lylke / but to thy deſtruction. Foz hethat 
lobourethto haue al other thynges and ieſu 2tepne 


is moꝛe enen to hym ſyltethan al his aduerlary⸗ 


es ouer althe woꝛlde may be. ¶ The. viit. chapter 
ot the famylyer amyte and loue of Jeſt; 5 
w What ſoulethat hath thegracyous pꝛelẽs of 
© thefus hath al thynge that is gode wythout 
any dyfficultees pꝛone and redy to euery vertyous 
operaciõ a nd where ielus is nat pꝛeſent hy his gra 


t / there is euery dede ot vertue in maner peyntulk 


Parte _ 
But idenour thy lelfetokepethis gret frende Jhů 
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There is no perkyte inly and gooſtely conſolacyon 
but whan ieſu ſpeketh in the religius ſoule Did nat 
Marty mawdeleyne aryſe ſone whan marthahad 
ſhewed hy: that hyꝛ mayſtercryſte ielu was nygh 


c cleped hyꝛ. That may be called an happye houre 
whan cryſtecalleth a ſoule from lamentacyon and 


wepynge a lpecyally of mynde. O thou toule how 


harde and vndeuout art thou whan feſu is nat wi 
the the by aſſyſtence ok his grace, Is it nat moꝛe da 


mage to leſe his gracethã al the woꝛlde. what may 
the woꝛldeauaplethe wythoutthegrace of the ma 


ker therof: It is in maner a peyne oł hell to be ſepe 
rate fro Jelu / ĩ it is a pleſaunt paradyſeto bevnyt 


and knyt wyth hym by grace. And ther ſhal none 
Adtterſytene other eneinye ouercome the / as longe 


as teſus is with the / and that ſoule that ſeketh him 
and kyndeth hym hath foundethetreſour ofal tre⸗ 
ſouzes:and ifthouleſehym thou haſt moze dama⸗ 


ge:than thoughethou lhuldeſte leſe al the woꝛlde: 


That perſon mayebecalled moſte poꝛe that hathe 
nat ieſus / and he is moſte ryche that hathe hymby 
grate:it is great wyſedome and cũninge to becon- 

uerſaunt with ielus to kepe him with the Labouz 
to haue ꝑfyte mekenes ⁊ to be quyete ⁊ deuout and 
ielu ſhal abyde wyth the. Jfthou aply thy deſires 
inoꝛdinatly tooutwardethynges/thou refectis the 
in warde grace of ieſus. and than thou ſhaltbe full 
deſolate ot trueamyte and frendſhyp.foz without 
his grace and goftly confoꝛt / thou ſhalt neuer haue 
ptytely goſtely gladnes in hym afoze al other: And 


Patte 


alſo we ſhulde rather wyl to haue al the woldecõ 
traryeto vs:thantooffedehym. Amõge al thy de 


re lpecial frẽdes cheſe Ihũ as moſte dere feythful 
#ſpecial whomethou ſhuldeloue foꝛ hym lilfe x al 
other ĩ oꝛder tohym . Foꝛther is none otherbut he 
that hath al degrees of godes c amyte but he alon 
d therfoꝛe in hym #fo2 hym louebothethy frendes 


ct alſo thy enempes:a pꝛay foꝛthem thatthey mayve 


knowe god # ꝑfytely loue hom. Neuer coueit to be 
cõmended t loued lĩgulerly Foꝛthat ofryght belõ 
geth to our loꝛde to whome none may becoparede, 
myxe neuer thy loue with any ĩoꝛdinate loue ofcre 
atnresifthou wylt knowehoweſwete Jelus is · 
But none may taſte oł his ſwetnes without he be 
puent with grace: ſpetyally called of our loꝛde: al 
other callynges let aparte: ſothat thou ſyngulerly 
abyde wyth hym alon. whan the grace of our loꝛde 
cometh to a ſoulethan it is madeſtronge to euerye 
thige that vᷣtue reqͥreth. a whan grace depteth fro 
the ſoule it is faint x frayle vnapte to do oꝛ to ſuffer 
that vᷣtue cõmaũdeth:but it be with grete difficul- 
te a peyne:but yet leue nat thole dedis ol ᷣtue a dil 
payzenat:butefozmethy wyl to the pleſure ol Je⸗ 
ſu cryſte fo after winter foloweth ſomer after the 
nyghttheday:afterthetempeſt the fayꝛe wether 


¶ The.ix.chapter ofthedeſolacyon of woꝛdly con 


iC is no great mayſtry to contempne the cõſo 
lation ot man:whan that the louleis pꝛeuent 
wyth heuenlye cõ foꝛte:but lothly that ſoule is ſull 
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herdebeſted that is deſolatte of conkoꝛte bothe of 


god and man and yetifit can pacyently ſuffer this 


fo: theloueofourlozdeit delerueth to be conkoꝛted 


ok hym what greate maſtery is it to be mery c de⸗ 


uoute whannethou perceyueſte the grate of god in 
thy ſoule redy to helpe the That ſoule rydethe 
tulle pleſauntely whom the grace ok our loꝛde lup⸗ 
pozteth and bereth vp. what meruck is yr that ſou 
lebenot duer charged wythe trybulacyonthatis 
luppoꝛted ofhym that is omnypotente #iscoueid 
by hys infynyte wyldom we be glad to haue con⸗ 
ſolacyon 4 ſuppoꝛtatyon in al our life and labours 
andſozy tobe wyrheute them ortoo fozſake oure 
owne pper appetyte# pleaſure Theholy martyr 
layntelaurens was ſo feruente in the loue of dure 
loꝛde that he gladly foꝛſoke not alonly the woꝛlde 
and hes ſpecyall beleted frende æ pꝛeſt ſirtus but 
alſohys moꝛtalle lyfẽ by palſyon moſtefryblet fer 
ful he ouertame the loue ot man by the loue ofhys 
maker #hemadecomutacyon oftranſytozy conſo 
lacyon & lyfe foꝛ euerlaſtyngeæ ſolaciꝰ life ere we 
may lerne to cöfoꝛmeoure wykto the wyl Eplelur 
ok god whan he okhis grace tak yth to hys mercye 
any ok ourefrẽdis bethey neuer ſo dere and ſpetial 
to vs Foꝛ lyke as wecome tothe woꝛld by his wil 


. cõmaũdemcte ſo we muſte departe fro this moꝛ⸗ 


falllyfe*tepozalfcohabitacion It is no lytyllene 
ſchoꝛte batel a man to ouercomehym ſelfe a to 020 
all his affeccyons to the pleſure of god The veraye 


true louer ot god # ſkudf? delire of ůᷣtue is not belß 


*% * p * 
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Parte 
to acquyꝛe wozdly confolacyono? ſenſual pleſurs 
nebodely delectacyons:but rather glad foꝛ the loue 
of god to exercyſe theyꝛe lylfe in harde and peynful 
labours whan the ſpũalt diuyne ſolacion is graũ 
ted to the foꝛ a time repute that ofhis godenes and 
nat ofthy deſeruinge:benattherofioyfultomoche 
neplumetherofvaily but betherofmeke c circum 
ſpecte a timerousin al thy actes.foꝛ that hour ſhal 
paſſe a tẽptacion * tribulacion ſhal come. And wha 
they tome take nat ĩmoderate thought oꝛ ſoꝛow ne 
ok no wyſe deſpeyꝛe nat but mekely #paciently abi 
be the diuyne aſolaciõ:toꝛ heis otpower to graunt 
tothe moꝛe abundaũte a continuaũce of ſpũal con⸗ 
ſolacion ⁊ ſwetnes than thou had befoꝛe. And mar 
uayle nat ofſurhealtercacid in thy mynde foꝛ thou 
art nat the fyꝛſt that haſt had experienceoftheſefoz 
the holy ſayntes pꝛophetes pr̃larkes a apoſtles ha⸗ 
ue had lyke altercacyons ot mynde lomtyme mery 
by diuine conſolations a ſomtimes ꝓued by with⸗ 
dꝛawynge of aſolaciõ a belapped with tribulaciox 
vexacion. The ꝓphete dauid hauingethe 2tolacio? 
plente of the diuine grace laidehe lholde neuer = 
moued therfro without ende c anon whan hehad 
experiẽce oftheabſence ofthis grace heſaideto our 
loꝛde thou haſt withdꝛawẽ thy delectable chere of 
thy pꝛeſẽce ã N am made deſolatec troubled betwe 
nethele.ti.extremites of ioya tribulaciõ take we no 
difkydẽce but rather pꝛay we with dauid ſainge J 
chal nat ceſſe to cry to the foꝛ mercy c I ſhalmekely 
p2ay to themy loꝛde god: lo fynallye he ꝓcured the 


Thefecond . 


krute r etkett ofhispraierasheteſtifieth ſaing Our 


loꝛde hath herde mea hath merty ol me cis made 


my helper t afthe ſayth . Sodeloꝛde thou haſt tour 


ned my koꝛoweito iop — trrnn me wi⸗ 
th ioy. Ik almyghty god hath i this wiſe delt with 
the great excellent ſayntes wethat be ol lmal repu⸗ 
taciõ may taketherof2fidencein god: thoughe 
haue lomtyme keruour ot ſpyꝛytec ſõtymelacke of 
deuocyon t ſpũal cõſolacion:t̃oꝛ his ſpyꝛyte of holy 
2ſolacton cometh and departeth at his pleaſure as 
the holy man Job laithe. Thou graciouſly viſited 
hyminthemozntide;andſhoztly afterwardethou 
ꝓuedhym hy mater ok pacyẽce. And therfoꝛe wher 
inchal I truſt.oꝛ in whomechal J haueconfidece, 
but in the great mercy ol god ct hope of theheuenly 
helpe: It I myght haue the aſſyſtence of goode de- 
uout m̃en / the helpe ofholy does / and the royall x 
noble pꝛoceſſe otſcrypture / alſdincited to deuocyon 
by the mene oflwete melodious ſonge. al theſe thi⸗ 
ges may lytetauayle:whan J am left to my fꝛavl⸗ 
te and pouerte without grace:then ther isno better 


remedye: but by pacvence to remote our owne wil 


d conſoꝛme vs tothe wyll ok god. Jhon gerlon the 
autour ofthis tretyſeſaith:he neuer had knowlege 
of religius perſõ but hehad at ſomtyme ſubtracciõ 
'#dymynucton-ofgoſtely lwetnes: feruoura deuoci 
on. There was neuer religious fonle ſo illumyned 
oꝛ ld tauiſched i the viſiõ of our loꝛd but it was pꝛo 
ned by teptacis other afozeo2 afterwardeFoz ther 
be none woꝛthy tohauethehyghediuineeteplacia: 


n \ 
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butifthey be exercyſed fyrſte with ſome tribulaciõ 
fo2 theloueofgod It isprouided by the gret wyl 
doofgod to theelecte ſoulys to haue tẽptacvõs as a 
ligne oꝛ tokẽ ot coſolacis to come. Foꝛ to tholethat 
be ꝓued paciẽt by tribulaciõ is ꝓmiſed [of our loꝛd 
heueniy rewarde a 2ſolaciõ as it apereth by the ſẽ⸗ 
tẽte ot the holy gooſte ſhewed by the mouth ofthe 


holy euãgeliſte Johñ ſeinge who ſo euer ouercorth 


tribulacis by pacyence vice ſine by reſyſtecefhall 


be led wyth the fruteofthetreeoflife that is with 
thedere dyuyne vylyon a vnſpetable fruiciõ ofthe 
bleſſed godhedx allo the diuine aſolatiõ is graũted 


to mã fo: to make him moꝛe ſtrõge to ſufferaduer- 


lyte And anone folowith tẽptaciõ leſt that mãtake 
any elaciõ ofthe gooſtly conſolacyon The deuil ſle 
pythe not ne thy fleſchly appetitis be not yet moꝛty 


kyed a therfozepparethy lelfe to batelfoꝛ thou haſt 


enmyes on euery ſidehe that neuer ſelith to aſſaile 


the. ¶ The. x. chapter ol veldynge thankes to god 


w hy lecheſte thou foꝛ hys gracys. 
reſte whan thou arte oꝛdeyned in thys lyke 


to laboure Applye thy ſelfe moꝛe to pacyente thã to 
conſolacyon oꝛ plealure toothe croſſe of penaunte 
rather than to tẽperal ioye c pleſure Ther is none 
ſo ſeculer oꝛ woꝛdly but yf they myghte hauecon⸗ 


tynuaunte ot ſpyritual 2ſolacid they wold gladly 
acceptit.Fo2 thelpyrytualle toyesercedealleother 


 wouldly 2folacyons bobely pleſlurs All wozldly 


t bodely pleſursbetraſitozy c myxte with lõe dele 


ofvnclenes,But the ſpiritual pleluresa deliresbe 


wha . — — — 
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o2 grace tait ſylfe;butratherit 7 c 2feſlethe 


The ſecõ de 
pure honeſt and loy full ꝓceding of vertues # graũ⸗ 
ted ol our loꝛde alonely to pure and clene myndes. 
But this tranquillyte of goſtely conſolatyõ is ma⸗ 
ny times ouerflowen by theoutragious tẽpeſtis of 
teptacio.Thefalſelyberteoflyuingea great 2fide- 
cein our orvneſylfebetwothynges mochecontra- 
ry to heuenly viſitacyon and conſolacis.Ourlozde 


 thewethhisgodenesto man graũtingeto hym the 


grace of goſtly conſolacion. But man lhewethehis 
vnwiſe negligence whan he wythdꝛawethedigne 
thanke ne iputeth nat this grace onely to our loꝛde 
and ther foꝛe we be nat woꝛthy to haue his mercy⸗ 
ful graceto abyde with vs. Gꝛateis euer graunted 
to the meke ſoules that euer be redy to yeldethakes 
to god fo2 his mercitul benefaites.æcontrary wyle 
grace is withdꝛawen from the vnkynde e the elate 
perſon. I deſyꝛe nat to hauethat cõſolacion by the 
whychethecompunction ofhert may be myniſſhed 
oꝛ remoued / ne that delyze oꝛlouethat withdꝛaw⸗ 
eth 2teplacion t incyteth my fraile ſoule to elacvon 


Euery excellency is nat holy: ne euery deſyꝛe pure: 


ne euery ſwetnesgode@holſom. There be dynerle 
thynges ful dere to man that be nat accepte to god 
welhoulde accepte gladlyethe grace wherbye we 
may be made humble timerous to god and moꝛe 
pꝛompte to foꝛſake oure pꝛoper appetytes d wylles 
That ſoule that is perfytely enfourmed wyth the 
rewarde of grace lerned with the rod of ſubtrac⸗ 
tyũ ol grace hathe none audacite to aſcribe any ᷣtu 


| Parte; = 
it ſy\fep02e4 naked. yeldethoutogod that is his # 
to thy lylfethat is thyn:that is to laye thanke oure 
loꝛde foꝛ his graces # thy ſylfefo2 thy ſynne foz the 
whycheiugethy ſylfe woꝛthy to haue peyne ſub | 
traction oł᷑grace. There may no loule attaynethis 
hyghe degre of grace oꝛ perfection ne ſtonde therin 
without it grundeit ſylſe in humplite k obedyence 
Tho that be moſte p̃cious c higheĩ the ſight orgod 
be moſte vyle c lowe in theyꝛe pꝛoper 2lideratiõ. * 
the moꝛe pꝛetious that they be ĩ grate the moꝛe me⸗ 
ke they be ful ol troutheotheuenly gloꝛy nat auidi 
ous of woꝛdly vanyte. Tho that be roted « pꝑfitely 
fyxed in the dꝛede a loue ol god: may nat okno wiſe 
beobſtynate oꝛ pꝛoude. And tho that aſcrybeal the 
goodes that they receyue to almyghty god they be 
nat deſyzous ofthe veynecõmendaciõ of man but 
they rather delyꝛethe gloꝛy # comendacid whyche 
is of god alon: and they labour that god be honou⸗ 
red c loued of al his layntes:⁊᷑ they refar alk they2e 
labours to theſame ende. Bethou kynde in yeldin 
ge thankes to god fo2 the ſmallbñfaytes that ther 
by thou mayſtedeleruemaꝛe great ꝓfytable gra⸗ 
ces. Repute the leſte gyltes ol god great and the na 
tural dyffoꝛmytees and ſpecvalł tokens ofloue: foꝛ 
they bemedicynes ⁊ meanes to meke our ſylfe, JE 
we woldeconſider perkytely the honours dignite 
ofthelowdethatgratiteth vs thole gyktes weſhuld 
exſteme no gyft lytel ne vyle. Howe may we Juge 
that thyngelytelin acceptaciõ that is gyuen of the 
gret kigemaker q gouerner ofthe woꝛzld without 


CTͤheſecöde 

whole wyll e ꝓuidente there kalleth no lefe kro the 
tre. And therfoꝛe he gyuethe to dyuerle ofhis electe 
people:peynes tribulacions bodely & goſtely as ine 
nes of euerlaſtynge pꝛomocvon.who ſo euer deſyꝛe 
to retaynethe grate ot god let hym be dilygent ĩ vel 
dyngethankes foꝛthe graces that he hath receyued 
And euer aplye thyſylte to wyledom # mekeneſſe. 
lyſt that thou leſe the grace that thou haſt reteyued 
Ifit foꝛtune by tẽptaciõ oꝛ fraylte to be withdraw 
en from the lay inly in thy ſoulethat thou haſt deb 
ued the ſubtraccyon therof: and paciẽtly # humbly 
p2ay foꝛ the recoueringe thezof:thou mayſte nat by 
thy pꝛoper merites be reſtoꝛed tothe mercy c grace 
loſte by ſynne:but by the mene of the faderly petye 

ànd moſte mercy full paſſion of Jeſu cryſte. 
¶ The.xi.chapter otthetmalł noumber ot the lo; 

uers of the croſſe of Jeſu. 
J YHeſustheheuenty kynge hath many louers 
ok his heuenly kyngedomeꝛbut therebefewe 
that wyl take his troſſe and folowe hym. There be 
many delyꝛers ot his conſolacion:nat of his trybu⸗ 
laciõ:he hathe many redy to be partiners ot his ta⸗ 
— blexrepaſte:butnoncofhts abſtinence c penaunce 
Al men wolde be glad to haue ioye with hym: but 
there be nat many that deſyꝛe peyne and tribulaciõ 
fo: his loue. Many toloweth hym to be partyners 
of the fraccyon of his bꝛede: but therebe ewe that 
wylpaciently dꝛinke with hym ok his chatice of tri⸗ 
bulacion. And many merucloully commendehym 
toz his great rn eymbelothe 
ii 


Parte. 3 
to folowethe chame ct vilete o his croſle. There be 


manythat louehym in pꝛoſperite and loue a blyſle 
hym as longe as they receyue ofhym pꝛoſperyte > 
conlolacyon. And yt he withdzawehymfylfeto: a 
ſeaſon kro them by ſhewyngenotokens ofpleſure 


o22ſolacyon:they falle ſone to lamentable coplay- 
ninge#deſperacis,Thothatlouethatlozdenatfoz 
ꝓſperyte ne ⁊ſolacion ofmyndealonly but pꝛyncy⸗ 
pally foꝛ hymſylte they blyſſe hym as hertely in tẽ⸗ 
ptacyð trybulacio oꝛ any other neteſſyte as they do 
in the yꝛeperkyte pſperite. And ykhechuldegyueto 
them euerin this wozldeaduerſyte:yetthcy thulde 
euer loue and thanke hym. O howe myghty is the 


pureloue ot Jeſu nat ꝑmyxed wyth any ĩoꝛdinãce 
offauour oꝛ affectiõ. Tho that ſeche of god pꝛincy⸗ 


pally by pꝛaier oꝛ any other vᷣtuous pleſure bodely 
oꝛ goſtely may be called rather couetous marchat- 
tes than lyberal louers the realon herof we way p 
ceyue foꝛ tho perſons aplye theyꝛe leruyce c loueto 
our loꝛde foꝛ his benefaytes c they fuexlouethebfi 
faytes afozegod x they loue the bñfaites & giłtes in 
that they be ꝓkytable to theyr ſilfec ſo luingly they 
may be ryghttully called louers of their ſelferather 
tha ol god. It is ful herde to finde any ꝑlõ foſpiial 
that is perfotely fre from al inoꝛdinate affectyons 
That ꝑſon fhuldenat be pfytable oꝛ deſyꝛer onely 
okthole that be nere hym:but ofthefarertremytes 
ofthe wozldeJfaperſs were lo Btu? that he wold 
leue al the woꝛldes ſubſtauntea do grete penaunce 
t had al knowlege: and werekeruent in deuocyon 


The ſechde LY 
pet he chulde nat attaynethemoſſeercellent E gret 
ꝑtertydn in lyuinge:to the whych he may nat apꝛo 
che without al other thinges loꝛfaken he vnterly re 
noũte his owne ſylte c holy foꝛſake his owne wyll 
c liuinge a beinge at lyberte ⁊᷑ fre from alp2yuate# 


feueral affectiosx deſyꝛes.and whã thou haſt done 


al that thou knoweſt to be done exſteme #iuge thy 
ſelteas thou had o thy ſelfe no thing done a as the 
auctour of trouthe our ſauiour ſayth: whan weha 
ue donethat is poſlible to be done:vet webe ofoure 


ſelfe vnpꝛofitable ſeruaũtes c nat woꝛthy to be re⸗ 


warded but okhis grace. than we beynge poꝛe and 
fraytei body & ſoule voyde of al merytoꝛius vertue 


may tduenientiyſay wyth thepꝛophete Dauid. J 


am deſolate ⁊᷑ poʒe. There is none moꝛe ryche none 
moꝛefrene at lybette oꝛ mooꝛe ot᷑ power than that 
ſoule that knoweth it ſylfe:and wyl be redy to foꝛ⸗ 
lake nat onely al woꝛdly thynges. but alſo it ſelfe 
repute and iuge it ſelle moſte vyle of al other. 


he. xii. chapter is ołthe royalł and victoꝛioꝰ way 


" oftheholycrolle | 


t Herebe many that repute the woꝛdes ofoure 


ſaupour harde and peynfull whan he ſaythe 
we may nat be his diſciples without we denieand 
renounce dur owne wyll: and take the croſleand fo 
lotwe hym. But it ſhalbe moꝛepeynekul and fozow 
ful without comparyſon koꝛ toherethe woꝛdes of 
moutheintheextreme and last tugement: whanne 
he chal pꝛonownce the woꝛdes ok perpetual dãpna 
tyon ſayngetotherep2obate — Go yekto 

il 


Parte : 
me koꝛ euer to theperpetuell fyre.thatis oꝛdeyned 
fo: the deuyll a his angels Thothat nowe herethe 
woꝛde ol god and be gladde to folo weit. then they 
ſhalle not be a ſtonyed oftheyr owne partye herige 
the woꝛdes ol dãpnaciõ of the repꝛoued people whe 
our Loꝛde ſhall come to deme all the woꝛlde the ſy 
ne okthe cros chall be heuen. a ſo tho that be trewe 
ſeruantes ottheloꝛdethat was crucikyed. c at that 
day hauige his coniſans oꝛ ſignethat is to ſayethe 
tros of penatice;then may they haue ful lure acceſſe 
to him their mayſter a Juge. why fereſt thou to ta 
ke the cros of ſhoꝛt penàũte wherby thou mayſt co 
me ſuerly to the ꝑpetuel ioyfull kigdom. in the ver 
tue ofthe cros is ſpũal helthe a lyfe ꝓtectid from ou 
re enemye.a infuliõ of heuẽly \wetnes; theſtregth 
ofmynde the ioye of the ſpiryte. there is p2ofytable 
t excellẽt vertuewith p feccyõ of holynes of lyuinge 
There is no helth ofthe ſoulenehopeofheuenlyly 
fe. But hy the vertue of thetros. a therfozetake the 
cros of penaũce + folowe Ihũ thy lederitoeuerlaf- 
kynge blys. He hath gone afoꝛethe / berige thecroſſe 
and therupõ fo2 thy loueſuffred deth. then take the 
cros oftribulacion/ſiknes oꝛ other diſeaſes deſyre 
to ſuffer dethe koꝛ his loue.yf thou wylt be aſlẽblyd 
to hym in paciently ſuffrynge peyne tribulacyon & 
deth. than thou ſhalt be partener ol his pleſurecon 
lolatvon a ꝑpetuel lyfe c ioye. Than beholde what 
vertuecometh by the holy cros. and what ahũdãte 
ofgrace by the ardent deſyre to luffer dethe koꝛ the 
loue ot our loꝛde,. There is none other way tocome 
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tolifea 23 abthain crolleof pe⸗ 
naũte c contynual moꝛtyficacõn o our rebeliyous 
ſenſual partis. Go whether ſo euer thou wilt e en⸗ 
quyꝛe what ſoeuer thou deltreſt: but thou chaltne⸗ 

uer abowethe vnder the fende a moꝛeextellent e ſu 
re wey than by the wey of imitaciõ ofthe holy cros 
Diſpoſe thy ſelfe c oꝛder euety thinge aft thy ꝓper 
wyll et deſire # thou ſhaltfyndethou muſt euer ſut 
kre outher frely # by thy wyl oꝛ vislently ænyenſte 
thy wil « ſo thou ſhalt nat auoydethecroſſe outher 
of ſykeneſſe a peyne ĩ thy body / oz ellis tribulacont 
thy ſoule. Sõtyme our loꝛde deleth with the as he 
wolde foꝛlake the / a ſomtyme by his wyſdomehe 
ſuffreth the to beüured a vexed of thy neighbouare 
s —— ᷑buUUuu. 
dye ne alienacõn. but thou muſtp 


actentipſuffie:to _ 
it pleafe thegreatphiſicontoſendealegiansereme 


dytothe. Foꝛ he wyl that thou lerneto ſuffretribu 
latõn that therby thou mayſt de made mozehiible 
ct holy auerte thy ſelke to hym ! There be none that 
pteyueth oz tnly & hertiy folowcth the gloioꝰ pal 
on okcriſt as tho that foꝛ his loue oꝛ 5 
ſoules hath had 2fozmadtepeyne.(Chis troſſe 


bulacto is euer redy #abideth 
therfoꝛe thou maiſt nat auoyde it ĩanꝝ place. Foꝛ it 
thou were ſecluded fro al the wozlde; vit thou ſhul 
deſt haue expiens of this cros oftribulacis ĩthy ſel 
Conertethy lelfetothoſeaboue the. oꝛ els tothoſe 
that ben vnder the. and about the and loke within 
che. And in all theſe chou ſhalte tynde the croſſeot 
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temptacyonand tribulariontandtherfozeitiserpe 
dient tothe euertoarmethyſylfe wpthpacience: if 
thou wylt haue inly peas and thecrowneofperpes 
tual triumphe and ioy. Endetiourthy ſylfetobere 
this croſſe ot tribulacion pactently and it halle ſul⸗ 
teynethe myghtely #ledethetoatoyfulende wher 
thou ſhalt neuer bere the burden ol anye kynde of 
tribulact6 oꝛ tẽptaciõ. If thou bere this croſſe ayẽſt 
thy wyl than thou bereſt a burden that moꝛechar⸗ 
geth thy lüfe and therfoꝛein as moch as thou muſt 
ofneceſſyte bere it:applye thy ſylfethat thou patiẽt 
ly ſuſteyne it. and dout thenatifthou abiecteit and 
put it away:but thou ſhalt haue another:and per⸗ 
auãturea moꝛeheuy and greuous to luſteyne thyn 
keſtthouts auoydethat neuer moꝛtall creatureyet 
myght elcape what ſaynt : tro the begynnynge ot 


the wondeto this dayhath cometo heuen without 


this croſſe ot tribulacion. Mo nat the ſonne ol god 
our lauiour:the whyche from his kyꝛſtecomyng in 
tothiswoude;vatd his departige was nat theſpa 
ces one hourealyenate from the peyne ofthe cros 
and tributatiou It was behouable that criſtſhuld 
luer dethe and aryleagayne: and ſo to enter into 
his gloꝛy. Howe chulde thou ſyntul creaturethyn / 
ke that thou ſhulde go to heuen by any other way 
than bytheplayne / ryght and hyghekynges waye 
that is to ſay the way of the croſſe. Delyꝛeſt thou 
tocome to heuen by pleaſure and foye,Noweſythe 
the ledar oflyte wyth al his martyꝛs haue paſte by 
che way ok tribulacyon and the croſſe,. who ſo euer 
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The ſecode 8 | 
intendetocometoheuen wythout the way of try⸗ 


bulaciõ i thecroſſethey ere krom the right way foꝛ 
al the way ofthis moꝛtal lyfeis ful of myfy # crol 


les of trybulaciõ. And euer the moꝛethat a ſoule p 


yteth in vertue the moꝛe peynkul croſſes # greuoꝰ 
trybulacions itt hal fyndepartly fo2 the fende aſſai 
leth moꝛe ſyerlly thole perlons whome he ſeeth en 


creaſemo2ein vertue. The ſecondecauſeis.koꝛ the 
moꝛe ſtrongly a ſouleencreaſe ĩ vertuethe moꝛe de 
ſyꝛeit hatheto be eleuate from the incõmoditees of 
this temperal exyle:aæ to be at lyberte in the perpetu 
aliopet pꝛopertountrey But the ſoulethus vexed 
with many folde afflyccyõs may lingulerly be re⸗ 
confo:ted whan it pceyueth that fo euery trybula 
clon paciently d by grace ouercome it ſhalbe rewar 
ded with the frute okeuerlaſtinge lyfe And euer the 
body is punyſſhed wythe peyne e tribulaciou: the 


mozeſhal the ſoule receyue ot ſpyꝛʒitualł ſtrength x 


confolacyon. And ſomtymethe louleis ſo reconfoꝛ 
ted in aduerſyte and tribulacion that it wolde nat 
be wythout theym conlyderynge that therby it is 
madeconfo2mabletoourſauiourcryſte, And alſo 
itconſidereth wel that the moꝛepeyne ct tribulaciõ 


it may ſuffer foꝛ his loue the moꝛe acceptableitchal 


be in hisſyght. Howe may this bethat man by pa 
cienceſuffereth anddeſizeth that nature fleethand 
hateth nat by no vertue in man but by the liguler 


grace ot Jeſu cryſte. It is natthenaturall appety⸗ 


teofman to loue and ſuffer a peynfulłcroſe to cha 
ſtyle the bodye and lubdueit to the ſcruyce of the 


| Parte. 
ſpirite. to fle honours / «gladly actepte rep̃ues and 


tiuries:todeſpyſehymſelfe: c deſyreto be deſpiled / 
paciently toſuffre al aduerſites with l hames c reß 
ues / to deſyꝛeno ꝓſꝑite in this woꝛlde. Beholde 
thy ſelfe well / a thou ſhalt well ꝑceyue that if thou 
haue theſe thinges aloꝛelaide: thou haſt nat thẽ ol 
thy ſelfe:but if thou wolt applye thy ſelfe c haue cõ 
fidens in god:he ſhal lende the fro heuen that thou 
ſhalhaue thes Stuo? & alſo thy ſenſual ꝑtys wyth 
the woꝛlde ſhalbe made ſubgettis to the. & if thou 
wylt arme thy ſelfe with the acke ſeyth #thecroſle 
of ielu criſt: thou ſhalt nat nedeto fere the enuyous 
ſubtilte ofthe fende. than p̃pare thy ſelfe as a feyth 
ful ſeruant of ieſu criſt to bere his croſſe 2ſtantly.co 


lideringe howe he thy loꝛde did bere it foꝛ the peyn⸗ 


fully x mercifully:ozder thy ſelle to ſuffre many ad 
uerſites ĩiuries æ wronges ĩ thys myſerablelyfe: & 
ſo thou ſhalt haue hi with the wheꝛ ſo euer thou be 
c alſothou ſhalt fynd him where lo euerthou hide 
the. Than if thou delire to be dere a frende to thy 
redemer e haue part of his aſolacõn / deſire affectu⸗ 
ally to dzynke with hym of his chalys of tribulaciõ 
delire no 2ſolacons ne plpitebut atthe wyl of god 
t oꝛder thy ſelfe to ſuffre trybulacons / and repute 
them as the moſt ſpecial 2ſolacions, fo2 they bethe 
redy menys to come to the heuenly a ppetualconſo 
lacions, whan thou comeſtto that degre of paciens 
that tribulacõn is ſwete and pleſaunt to the foꝛ the 
loue ot god: than exſteme thy ſelfein gode ſtate and 
thatthou haſt founde paradile in erthe. And as lon 


„ r 
geasitis greuoꝰ tothe to ſuffer d enfoꝛſeſt thy ſilfe 
to fle tribulacion:ſo longe thou art nat in the ꝑfyte 
ſtate ot pacience:æ wher ſoeuer thou fleeſt thou chal 
fyndetrybulacyon nerexfolowethe Jfthou oꝛder 
thy ſylfeeuer to ſuffer paciẽtly # to haue reinẽbraũ 


te ofthy deth than thou ſhalt ꝑteyue thy lilfe ĩ gos 
ſtate ⁊ allo ĩqͥetnes reſt, Jfthou were ſo perkyte 


that thou were rauiſched ſpiritually with paule in 
to the thyꝛde heuen:thou chuldeſt nat be ſure ther⸗ 
by to be without aduerſyte. Foꝛ our ſauiourſpekĩ⸗ 
ge ofpaule ſaythe: I ſhal ſhewe hym howe manye 
thynges heſhalſufferfoz my name. Than vkthou 
wyl ſerue and loue thy loꝛde peꝛpetuallythou muſt 
nowe ſulfer lay many tymes to thy ſylke: wolde 


to god I were able koꝛ to ſuffer foꝛ thename of iny 
lweteloꝛde Jeſu. Foꝛ therby thou c huldeſt gyue oc 


caſonofſpecyal edificacion to thy neyghbour gret 
gloꝛye to thy ſylſe c exultation ofgladnes totheho 
ly aungels. Al people in manerrecomendepacience 
but ther befewethat wyl vle it. Thou that takeſte 
great labours c ſuffereſte moche foꝛthe lone of the 
wwoudeand woꝛdly thynges: by gretar reſon thou 


ſhuldebeglad to ſuffer alytel foꝛ the loueofthemo 


ſte truelouer cryſte. And euer the moꝛethou moꝛty 
fy dilcretely thy ſylfe the moꝛethou degineſt to liue 
in the ſyght ol god. Thereis no ꝑſon apte to cõpꝛe⸗ 
hendeheuenly thynges without theyſubmyttheir 
ſylfeto ſuffer aduerlite foꝛ the loue ofcriſte There 
isnothigemozepfitabble foꝛ thy ſylfex acceptable 
to god thã to bepacient glad toſuffer fo2 the loue 


Here begynneth the. tii:boke. 
¶ Thekvyrſtchapt ateyneth the in warde ſpekig of 
oure loꝛde Ihũ cryſtto mãnys ſoule that he hathe 


ſpecyally choſen; 


Oo layth ſuche a faythfulſowle Jſhalle 
attende c here what oure loꝛde ſhallſpe- 

ke in me. Bleſlyd is that ſoulethe whyche 

pbherythe our loꝛde god ſpeke in it and that 
toñteyuethe ol hys mouthea woꝛde ok conſolacion 


Parte. 
ofhym And il pꝛolꝑite ⁊ aduerſite were put in thy 
election thou ſhuldeſte rather cheſe aduerſytethan 
deſyre tobe recreate with many cõſolaciõsloꝛ by 
aduerſyetthou arte made confoꝛmable vnto cryſte 
t all hys layntys Oure mervte c pfeccyon ofſtate 
ſtondith not in grete plelant a delectableconſolacy 
ons but rather ĩ greuous tẽptacõns x tribulacõns 
#penalyteoflyfe Itther had be any moꝛe expedy- 
ent mene to the helthe of man than toſuffer peyne 
dt trybulaciõ our loꝛdecryſte wolde haue ſhewed it 
by woꝛdys a exaummples. But he exoꝛted hys dyl⸗ 
cyples x all other that woll folowe hym to heuẽ to 
take the croſſe as the moſt mediate meneto folowe 
hymlayinge who lo wyl folowe me to heuen they 
mult den ye theyr owneſelffo:ſakige ther pp wyl 
ct takethecroſſe of penaunce ⁊ ſo folowe me After 
all theſe thiges redde a perkytly ſerchyd it folowtih 
as a finall ⁊cluſiõ that it is behouabyl to vs to ent 
in tothe kyngdom ok heuen by many trybulacons - 


8 
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(The thyꝛde e 

Bleſlyd betheerys! that here the ſtyll ſpekynge oꝛ 
rownyng of almyghty god r ponder nat the diſcet 
te kul callynge o pꝛeuy mouingeofthe wozldebleſ- 
ſyd be the eres that reſt nat in the flaterĩg oꝛ woꝛld 
ly voyte outwarde ſownige. But rather herynge 
trouthethat ſpeketh #enfourmethemannesſoule 
iwardly. Blellyd bethe iyen that be ſhyt to the de⸗ 
lectable ſyght of outwarde oꝛ woꝛdly thynges and 
that gyue hede deuoutly to goſtly thynges. Bleſſiq 
be they that by grace a by the lyght of ſoule ꝑceyue 
the true inly entent of ſcripture:# that pꝛeparetheʒ 
dayly by exercyſe of ſoule toconceyue theceleſtyall 
pꝛeuytees. Bleſſid bethey that labour beſely iſoule 
to beholde æ loue god almyghty æ his pleaſour ĩ all 
thynges:x foꝛ that auoyde from them al woꝛldlye 
belynes oꝛdelyꝛzesthat let ſuche deuocyon: O thou 
my ſoule attende and gyue hede to the pꝛemyſſes cr 

ſhytthy ſenſes oꝛſenſual partes:that thou mayſte 
here goſtly what thy loꝛde ſpeketh in the inwyrde 
inſpiraciõ. Thy loꝛde c louertaith to the: am thy 

helthe# peast lyfe euerlaſtynge Joyne and knytte 
the ſurely to me c thou ſhalt fynde reſt and peas of 
conſcience:and after this euerlaſtinge peas and lile 
Foꝛſake thy loue of foule c trãſitoꝛye c erthelythi⸗ 
ges: and diligently ſeche euerlaſtinge thiges what 
e alltempoꝛalthynges but deceyuable and what 
may anycreaturehelp the it thy loꝛde god that ma 
dethe foꝛſakethe wherloꝛ / refuſeſtth oꝛldly 


— . 


thynges:x ioyne ccleueby clene and ſtedfaſte loue 
#leruiceto almyghty god thy that thou 


! 


Barte; - 


mapſte here affattayne the eternal felycytei het? ; 


¶ Thelecondechapterhowtrouthelpekethiwar 
dely to mannes ſoule wythoutnoyle. 

a Denout ſoule after that it hath herd the we 
te inſtyllant ſpkeynge of his loꝛdegod: as a 
manenflamed wyth loue delyꝛethe moꝛe oꝛ lenger 
ſpeche wyth our loꝛde ſaynge wythethe Pꝛophete 
Samuel thus. Speke gode loꝛde foꝛ thy ſernaunt 
is redy to herethe / J am thy ſeruaunt gyue me vn 
derſtondig toknowe thy cõmaũdemẽtis & ſainges 
Bowe a make my hert x ſoule to fele folowe thy 
woꝛdes and in ſtyl into my ſoule thy holyetechyug 
& woꝛdes as the dewedropeth vpõ the graſſe Iſay 
nat as the chyldren of Jſrael dyd to Moyſes. Spe 
ke thou to vs c we hal here thegladly:let nat oure 
loꝛde ſpeke to vs lyſt we dye foꝛ dꝛede. So be it nat 


wyth me gode loꝛde. But rather I beſeke the hum 


bly « deſizoully with the ppheteſamuel that thou 
voucheſaue to ſpeke to methy lylte I ſhal herethe. 
Let nether moyſes ne none other ꝓphete but thou 
godeloꝛdethe ĩ warde inſpirour of al ꝓphetes ſpeke 
tome in me. Foꝛ thou onely wythout them maye 
pkytely teche me. They wythout thy godenes can 
nat pꝛophyte me. They may welle pfer# vtter thy 
woꝛdes: but they can nat gyue the ſpyꝛite of vnder 
ſtondinge they ꝓfer fayꝛe woꝛdes but ifthou woꝛ⸗ 
ke nat with them they make none ardour inward 
they lhewe fayꝛ letters & wrytinges but thou alon 
openeſt their ſenle they pꝛoker great myſteries: but 
thou alon openeſt the clere vnderſtondyng of them 


—ů — — — * * 


be kul lweteß 


The thyꝛde 
They ſhewethy commacidemetes to be fulfylled / 
but thou allon helpesvs by thy grace to perfourme 
them They lhewe vs the way that we chulde wal 
keĩ but thou alon doſt ꝛtoꝛt vs to gootheri. Theye 
woꝛke only withoutfoꝛth but thou only illuminiſt 
within koꝛth. They onelye water outwardlye / but 
thou gyueſt vs the frute of grace and gode woꝛkes 
They crye æ ſpeke to vs in outwarde wozdes, but 
thou gyueſt vnderſtondynge ofthat we here wher 
foꝛe I beſeke the that J may here the ſpcketo me. 
t nat moyſes / lyſt I dye d be voyde ot the frute ot 
godelyuingeif J be onely outwardely monyſſhed 
t nat enklamed iwardlythat nat thy woꝛde beon⸗ 
ly herde / x nat fulled ĩ dede / knowen / r nat loued bi 
leued dt nat kept c ſo be to me dãpnaciõ. ſpeke thou 
godeloꝛde to mec thy ſeruaunt ſhal be redy to here 
the:fo2 thou haſt the wowdesofetnallyfeſhyt i the 
Speke to me I beſechethe the wozdesof2ſolacys 
c atoꝛt to my ſoule ⁊ to the amendement ot᷑ my lyfe 
to thy euerlaſtingelaude and pꝛaylyngein heuen. 
¶ The. iii. chapthowe the woꝛdes of god ſhuldbe 
mekely herde. c howe many pond them nat ĩ their 
conſcyence; _ 8 | 
o Urlozdeſpcketh tohisdetout ſeruatit faige 
— — wo des they 
ellynge al wyledome c cunninge of 
phyloſophers# wiſe men ofthis woꝛlde. My woz 
dys be ſpũal c goſtely lyfe / a nat payſyble i mines 
mynde / they be nat to be aplyed ne drawed as vay 
ne complacens / but to be rr ſcyleuce 
ti 
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Parte- ; 


and peas ok loule and tobetaken with al humplite 


c delyzeottheſoule. The deuout ſeruaũt ofgodan 
twereth his loꝛde god thus lainge to hym. Bleſſyd 
is that man that thou doeſt enfoꝛme and tech gode 
loꝛdeto vnderſtõde thy lawes and comatidemetis 
that thou mayſt ſo ſpare hym ĩthe day okthy wra 
the fro thy indignaciõ that hebe nat loſte wythout 
cofoztein thelonde of dãpnaciõ. Our loꝛdeſayth a⸗ 
gayne. I hauetaught pꝛophetis with other fro the 
begynningeofthe woꝛldehytherto: and yet J ces 
nat toenfozme men. but many there bethatbe har 


de and defeto here my woꝛdes. Many here mooꝛe 
gladly the woꝛldly ſpekynge than godly oꝛ goſtly 


ſpekynge. Many folowe rather ther fleſchly appe⸗ 
tytes oftheyrbody:than the plealure oꝛ cõmaũde⸗ 
ment of god. The woꝛlde ꝓmytteth and lomtyme 
gyueth vs tẽpoꝛal thynges + lytel of valour fo2 the 
whyche we lerue it with great del yꝛe. But god al⸗ 
myghty pmytteth at geueth vs hyethynges #eter 
nal yet men be dul e lowe to his leruyte and to at 
tayne ſuch rewardes as he ꝓmytteth. who lo ſer⸗ 
ueth x obeyeth god almyghty in obſeruige his cõ⸗ 
maũdemẽtis:as it is obeved to woꝛldly pꝛynces 4- 


maiſters⸗ Almoſte none. foꝛ a lytel fe oꝛ pᷣbend gret 


tourneys c harde labours be take in honde foꝛ ſuch 
wolldly loꝛdes # foꝛthe et᷑nal lyfe ſkarlly we maye 
any labour oꝛ any hardnes ſuffer. So a vyle pꝛyce 
is belely ſought:ẽ an excellent rewarde is put vnd 


Fon a peny to be goten oz won we wyl lyghtly put 


our body t ſoule in ieopdye c auẽture ꝭ᷑ foʒ a vaine 
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thinge and a lytel pmyſe wegyueoftour ſelfe da 


and night to grete fatigacyon.but alaſſe foꝛ god al 
might that is euerlaſtig goodnes reward ofright 
wyſlepeple. foꝛ the vnſpekable and ĩeſtymable ioy i 
heuẽ.oꝛ fo: the hyehonour t gloꝛye infmynablefoz 
to be had ĩ rewarde i heuẽꝛwe dil deyne᷑ be ſlowe to 
ſuttir a litel fatigaciõ.Bethou a ſhamed ſayth our 


loꝛde god toſlowe folke e rep̃uith the with their b⸗ 


uice. that woꝛldli folke be foũde mozediliget to thei 
re ꝑdytiõ.thã beto euerlaſtingelyfe.they ioy moꝛe 
in vanite than outher in trouth oꝛ ſted faſt thynges 


and petthey beoft kruſtrate otthat. that they truſt 


vpon: but thepzomyſeofourlo2de god deceyuethe 
no man. foꝛ he is true a faythfulin al his woꝛdes c 
beheſtes to luche kolke ſpecyally that ſerue him vn⸗ 
to theyꝛ ende. J am ſaythe hethe rewarder of alle 
gode folke and thepꝛouer and helper ofall deuoute 
men, wrytemy woꝛdes ſayth hein thy herta thin 
ke vpon them. they lhallbe tothe right neceſſary in 
tyme oftrybulacyon. Thou ſhalt vnderſtãdein ty⸗ 
me ol my vylitacyon theſethinges that thou rediſt 
byfore# vnderſtand nat. J am wont to viſyte ſay 
the ourloꝛde my ſeruaũtes in two maner wyle. 
that is toſaye by ꝓbacvõ andefolacys, ꝓue the 
dayly by rebukynge theyr vyces @ defautes. and J 
cofoztethem agayneby eroztacy9 to vertue and to 
the encreſe ofgrate. Hethat hereth my woꝛdes and 
diſpileththez zhath that ſhal iugehi in the laſt day, 
¶ The. iii chapt howeby pꝛayer we may opteyne 
todeuocyon, 4 = 
iii 


Parte | 
t Hou gode loꝛde arte alł goodnes. J am natte 
worthy to ſpeke to the Thy excellens is ſnche 
Jam thy moſteporeſeruaunte# moſte abiect woꝛ 
me moſte poꝛe and 2temptyble of al other foꝛ J am 
very noughte. no thinge hauynge ne nothyngeof 
valoure. Thou alone godeloꝛde art god rightwyle 
and holy thou art almyghty. thou geueſt al thynge 
thou fulfylleſt al thinges.leuinge alonly the ſyntull 
voyde ok grace. Haue mynde gode loꝛde ofthy me⸗ 
rites and fulfyl my hert withthy grace foꝛ thy woꝛ 
kynge is neuer voyde. Howe may I lyue without 
grete anguiſſhe and perplixite in this wretchid lyfe 
but yfthy grace and mercy 2 foꝛt me. wherfoꝛ J be 
ſechethe that thou turne nat thy gracyoꝰ face ok hel 
pe fro me Tary nat thy vilitaciõ frõ me withdraw 
nat thy ſwete2ſclacys fro me. That nat my ſoule 
be arified # be made as v2y erth without the moy⸗ 
ſtour of grace. gode loꝛde teche meto knowe a kul⸗ 
fyl thy wyl techeme tolyuehumbly and woꝛthely 
in thy plelure o2 thou art al wyldomeiĩ the Whiche 
thou knewe me byfoꝛe the woꝛlde was + byfoꝛe J 
was bꝛought into this lyfeby natural byrthe 
¶ The. v.chapt howe we ought to byleue truth x 
Oñe ſayth our loꝛde huͤilytebefoꝛe god here 
Walke byfoꝛe me alway ĩ truth + ſimpficite ot 
hert + al doublenes auoyde fromethe in fuche wy⸗ 
ſe do alwaye leke me. He that walketh byfoꝛe mea 
alrvey in trouthe: halbe laue! rom al prellis & Jos 
berdys. a trouth ſhal delyuer hym fro deceyuours 
c from the detraccpõ ot vll men; And yktrouthe de⸗ 


} 
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lyuer the. thou ſhalt be very frefrom the vaine woꝛ 
dys of men in this woꝛlde a ſhal nat let by theym. 
It is trueſayth a deuout ſoule to god that thou ſai 
ſtebe it done aft thy ſaĩge. Thy trouth teche me ke⸗ 
pe meꝛbꝛige meto ſaluacyd + godeẽde and deliuer 
me krõ al euyl affecciõ fro al inoꝛdinateloueſo that 
Imay walke withe the godeloꝛde in lyberte à kre⸗ 
dom ok herte. Truth layth agayne to ſuche a ſoule 
Iſhal teche thethiges that be rightwyſe andpleſa 
tebefozeme, Remẽbꝛethy lynnes paſt withegreate 
diſpleſurex heuynes and reputethe nat any thinge 
of valoure foꝛ any gode dede that thou haſte done⸗ 
Thynke verelythou arta ſynner bywrapped and 
boũde ĩ many paſſios ⁊ ſines thike that hf thyn ow 
ne ſelte thou art gought a ſone turneſt to that that 
nought is thou art ſoneouercom with ſin thou art 
ſone trobled ⁊ oft bꝛokẽ with paſſios of ſin thou ha 
ſte nothige ot thy lelfe that thou maiſt magnify thy 
ſelle of. but many thiges thou haſte wherfoꝛe thou 
oweſt to vylipẽde the. foꝛ thou art moꝛe feble thãne 
thou kno weſt thyſelfe.Therfozelet no thyngethat 
thou doſte ſemeto the gret of pꝛice.ot al thiges that 
thou doeſt eſteme nothinge pcyous oꝛ in valour oꝛ ĩ 
reputacyõ⁊ laudable.but that thigethat is eternal 
ſo that the euerlaſtig trouth be plelaũt tothebefoz 
any thinge ellys. a that al vilyte oz ſyn ſpecval thin 
ownelyn⁊ foulnes dil plele theto that nothig de to 
the ſo odioꝰ.as ſynne a wickednes the which ou⸗ 


qt to diſpleaſethe mozethan thedamage oꝛ loſſe 


ol any other woꝛldly thynge. Some thet᷑ be that 


Parte | 
walkenatclerly befozeme,but theybeledby pꝛyde 
c curpolite to ſerche # knowe my lecretes# thehye 


thiges of my godhed. c lo theibe necligẽt aboutthẽ 


ſelfeto knowetheyr lines and goſtly helth. ſuche p⸗ 
ſons kal oftẽ tymes into temptacios c greuous ſyn 
nes left to theſelffo2 their puidex curiolitethat they 


folowe. dꝛede thou theꝛolthetugemẽtes of god and 


the ĩpoꝛtable wrathe ol god almighty. Diſcuſſe nat 
ne enſerche the merueloꝰ werkes ol god but 2lyder 
thou wel thy ſines and wyckednes how oft and in 
holw many grete thynges thou haſt ofteded atrel⸗ 
paſt _ god. how many godethynges thou 
haſtleftvndoeofrecheleſnes;ſom kolkether bethat 
beretheir deuocyon al in bokes. ſom in vmagis and 
ſom in outward tokens « figures, ſom ther be that 
bere me in mouthe okt naminge mein woꝛdebutli 
tellin herte. and ſom other there be. that haue their 
intellecciõ oꝛ refs clerly illumyned with the light of 
vnderſtãdiget their affecteſopourged oferthly thi 
ges that they alway aſpyzetoeternal thinges gre- 
uouſly berynge to here cõmeninge oferthely thyn⸗ 


ges. takige but ſcarſ ly of ſuche thinges asbe necel⸗ 


larily reqͥ red to natural liſe.ſuche knowe what the 
ſpiritoftrouth ſpeketh in thẽ the which techeth the 
to diſpyſe erthly thinges a toloue heuẽly goodes. 
to dilpyſethe woꝛlde ct woꝛldely thinges # to deſy⸗ 
re euer heuen and celeſtyal thynges. 

¶ The. vi.chaptof the meruelous delyre and affec 
te ot theloue of god. . 
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o Thou fader celeſtial the eternal fader of my 

| loꝛde ieſu cirſt J loue the c bliſſe the.ſoꝛthou 
haſt vouche laue to remẽbꝛe a beholde me louingly 
with thy gracious 2ſolacon, O thou fader of mer⸗ 
cy c god of 2ſolacon I thanke the that thou cõfoꝛ⸗ 
teſt me vnwozthy to haue any cõſolacõn. I blyſſex 
pꝛayſe the alwey with thy only begoten ſon-/# the 


holy goſt without ende. whan thou godeloꝛde my 


louer as thou art of al mankynde ſhal come ĩto my 
herte al my iwardepttsſhalioy, Thou art my ioy 
thou art my hope / & refuge in thetyme of my trybu 
lacon,but foꝛ aſmocheas J am vit impfightof ver 
tue ct feble in loue. Therkoꝛe J haue nedetobecom 


foꝛted a helped of the. wherkoꝛe I beſeche the end⸗ 


les goodnes tovelite me oft ty mes and inſtruct me 
with thy hooly difcyplynes« techinges. Delyuer 
me krom paſſions / c hele my hertefro al inoꝛdynate 
deſyꝛes x affeccions. Se that J inwardly be pur⸗ 
ged x eleuate from wouldly affeccions and may be 


made apte and abletoloue the godeloꝛde ſpiritual⸗ 
lyꝛ ſtronge in paciens toſuffrefo2 the / and ſtable by 


pleuerauncein goodnes. Loue is a greate thinge c 


an excellent vertue: that makethe euery greuous X 


hardethingelight / Lwete / impoꝛtyble thynge / ealy 
to bere.and bitter thinges lwete and lauoꝛable.the 
lone of ieſuperfightly impꝛented in mannys loule 


makethe a man do greate thinges anderhoztethe 


hymtherafter alwey to def y eg moꝛe and moꝛeper⸗ 
fight thinges. Gooſtly loue del eth euer to alcen⸗ 


deto heuenly goodes c vilypendeth al erthely thyn 


; - Parte, 5 
ges:his neteſſaryes ſaued. Such goſtly loue cottey 
teth tobekre and alyenate from al woꝛldly occupa 
cyons!:lyſt that his in warde ſyght ofſoule be der⸗ 
ked oꝛletted:ne his affeccyon to gooſtly #henenlye 
thinges be letted from his liberte by woꝛldly thyn 
ges: Mo thinge is moꝛeſwetethan is loue:no thyn 
ge moꝛeſtrongethan loue: no thynge hygher / lar⸗ 
ger / meryer / tuller / ne better in heuen oꝛ erthe. Fox 
louecometh ot god:ne it may nat reſt finally ĩ any 
treaturelowerthan god. It maketh a man renew 
and toye.it makethe a man fre in his ſoule without 
any retaynyngeoflynne. it maketh a man let nou 
ght by woꝛldlye godes: but departe wyth all chat 
he hath to releue theindigens and mylery of other 
folke, Allo it maketh a man etent wyth that lytell 
that god lẽdeth hym: nought to delyꝛethat ꝑtey 
neth to other: foꝛ he reſteth aboue al thynge erthly 
in one perkytegodnes:that is to ſap / in god almigh 
ty:ofwhomeal other godenes efflorveth a ꝓcedeth 
Suche apſon beholdeth nat onely the gyftes that 
be gyuen to hym. but he attendethe aboue al thyn⸗ 
ge with loue and dꝛede vnto god thegyuer. Loue 
knoweth no melure. but itincẽdethe the louer out 
of melure. ¶ oue maketh a man to fele no hardnes 
ne other burden layde vpon hym. and it maketh a 
man nat repute any labour that is imputetohym 
it maketh any man to deſyꝛe ouer his power and 
myght. it compleynethe nat ofimpotencye any ty- 
me: foꝛ it makethe a man tothynke alle thynges 
poſſible to hyz c leful Loue therfozedoth a may do 


| 
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grete thynges where thelouer lyeth nat noꝛ defay⸗ 
leth nat. it maketh a man gladly to wake whan he 
is dul and diſpoſed toſlepe whanne a man is wery 


it maketh hym nat to acount it, whanne amanne 


is artyd 02 troubled:it chaſethe away alle fere and 
trouble in warde. Fo2 as a quyckebꝛonde oz flame 
offyreifit bemoued oz blowẽ it flameth vpwarde 
ſo a goſtely louer in troubles is lyft vp by feruoure 
ofloueto god. and ſo by thehelpeofgod almighty 
he ouer palſeth aiſuchepeynes andtrybulacyouns 
Hethat is a gooſtely louer knoweth that the ardẽt 
deſyꝛe of mannes ſoule is a gretecryein the ere ot al 
mighty god. the whichetrye lay inwardly to almt 
ghty god. Thou gode loꝛde art my loue thou art 


al my deſyre. and J am thy creature. dylate my her 
te in thy loue.that I may lerne too taſteby the in 


warde mouth of my ſoule howe l wetethou art in 
loue and what is to aman tobe lyquityed and mol 
ten in loue oꝛ to lwymmetherin. J am holden and 
boundein loue ſothat J goo aboue my lelfe foꝛ gre 
te marueyle & feruour of loue. I beſekethe godeloꝛ 
dethat J may ſynge the ſonge ofloue a folowethe 
my louer by vertuous lyutge euer to aſcedetothet 
pfytnes of lyuinge. ſo thatmy ſoule may be ſtreng⸗ 
thed in pꝛaylinge ot thy mageſteby ioyfullloueof 
thy goodnes. J beſeke the alway that J may loue 
the moꝛe thã my ſelfexthatJ may euer loue my ſel 
fex al otheꝛ that loue the. foꝛ the ĩ the as thelawe 
oflouethat thou cõmãded moniſſheth. loue ist wi 
te / clere / pyteous / mery / and iocounde / it is ſtronge / 


Parte. | 
pacient; wyſe.feythfullonge abidynge,manly and 
neuerhydbut alwey redy. where ſo a man ſekethe 
hymſelfe. there he fallethe froloue, fo2 loue is circũ⸗ 


ſpecte very meke c religyous. nat light ne gyuyng 


hede to vayne thynyes. Ueryloue is ſobꝛe.chaſte. 
ſtable. quyet/# kepte in his bondys. Allo louema⸗ 
keth a man ſubiect and obedyent to his pꝛelate. It 
maketh a man ferme and ſtable in vertuous lyfe. 
to ſeme vile and deſpecte oꝛ vnwoꝛthy in his owne 
light. Allo it maketh a man deuouteto god. kynde 
t alwey to byleue truſt in hym thoughe he haue 
nat ſuche ſauour oꝛ appzorimacon to his goodnes 
that perfight folke haue. foꝛ no man here lyuynge 
may in loue wythout langour #heuynes; He that 
is nat alwaye redy toſuffer c to applye hym lelfe 
to the wil of god almyghty his louer:he is nat woꝛ 
thy to be called a louer / fo it perteynetheto a louer 
to ſuffer gladly al harde a bytter thynges koꝛ his lo 
uer ⁊᷑ nat to declyne tro hym koꝛ any 2trarioꝰ thing 
¶ The vii. chapter howe a true louer is pꝛoued. 
h Ethat leuethe oz foꝛſakethe the loue oꝛ the 
vertue that he hathe begonne with: fo: a ly 

tel aduerſite oꝛ trouble,o2 that in luche tyme ſeketh 
lightly woꝛldly 2 ſolacõn / heis nat pꝛudẽt ne ſtaong 
louer:foꝛ a ſtronge louer ſtandeth ſtably ĩ temptaci 
on / he gyueth nat hede ne placeto the deceyte fulpꝑ 
luaſions ofthe enemye.he is nat bꝛoken by inpacy⸗ 
ens:by aduerſitees ne illuded oz diſteyued by / pꝛol⸗ 
peroꝰthynges. A Wile a pꝛudent louer pondereth 
nat the gyftthat is gyuen: ſo moche as the lone of 
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thegyuer.Heconceyueth rathertheloueofthe gy⸗ 
uer than the gyft that is gyuen c pꝛepondereththe 
gyuerbefozeal thynges gyuen: A noble veray lo 
uer reſteth nat ĩ the giftthat god almyghty giueth 
but in god that is thegyuer ok al godes: that man 
is nat al diſoꝛdꝛed that ſõtymeleſſeceyueth oꝛ põ 
dereth god almyghty oꝛ his ſayntes than he wold 
Do. Foꝛ that gode c ſwete deſizethata man lõtime 
ꝑtepueth in his ſoule is the effect ofgrace gyuen to 
man in this pꝛeſent lyfe c a taſte ⁊ lauour ot heuen 
Iy gloꝛy:to the whyche we may nat reſt ouermoch 
by ꝛkidens oꝛtruſt of ſoule:foꝛ it goethand cometh 
mouably #is nat ꝑmanent A man to łyght oꝛ ſtry 

ue againſt the euel mocyonsofhis ſoulec to ouer⸗ 
come the ſuggeſtids of the deuyl is a token of vtue 
c of great meryte. See therkoꝛe what ſo euer thou 
art that no ſtrõgętantalies ot any mat᷑ trouble the 
Kepe ſtyl thy purpoſexrightitencis ofſouleto god 
ct thou ſhalt nat fal. Thynke nat that it is illuſyon 
that thou artlõtyme rauyſſhed in extaſy o2 exceſſe 
ofmidexſoretozned agayn to coſtomablelightnes 
ofhert Foz thou ſuffreſt rather ſuch diſcens ayenſt 
thy wylthan wylkully. As longe as ſuchegtrarioꝰ 
diſoꝛdꝛed oꝛ veine thoughtes diſpleſether thou ſtri 
ueſt agaynethem whan theye ryſei the it is tothy 
merpyte tt no loſſe oꝛ hynderaũce. I knowe / laythe 


our loꝛd ieſu to his louer that theolde enemy to mãã 


doth alway his power to let thy wyl and delyrein 

godenes d tohyndð and letthe from al godeand de⸗ 

tout exercyſe:as frothewozth oo thou artbou 
| I [ 
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detohonourme with a my layntes+frothettiedl 
tacion 02 reinẽbraũce of my paſſyõ fro the remẽbꝛã 
te of lines with bitternes of loule 3 


on of thy hert fro euyl:a from wyll to ptyteigode 


nes vðᷣtue. Many ydel a euel thoughtes he ſugge⸗ 


ſteth to mãnis ſoule: to make hym both loth c we⸗ 
ry with pꝛayer t other vertuous exercyles lowetõ 
feſſiõ diſpleaſeth hym gretly. andifhe may he wyl 
let a man ok his cõmuniõ. Set nat by hym nebyle 
ue hym nattfoꝛhe layeth befoꝛe the many ſnaris ot 
diſceyte. whan heſheweth to thy louleeuel thiges 
oꝛ vncleneDyſpitouſly ſayto hym / go fro methou 
foule wycked{pizyt.Thowe womkes that bꝛingiſt 
ſuch foule thynges tointyſe me. Bethou alhamed 
fo: thou art fouleof thy ſilfe go fro met hou fals dil 
ceyuour of mãk vnde thou (halt haue no part ĩ me 
Fo: my ſauyour Jeſu ſhal ſtonde with mei-my de 
fens as a ſtrõge warryour tothy cõſuſiõ. I had le 
uer dye c ſuffer al maner peyne than to cõlẽt tothe 
Holde peas & ceſſe ofthy tẽptaciõs I wyll no moꝛe 
here ne gyue hedeto the thoughe thou vexe mene? 
uer lo moch: Foꝛ almyghty god is my helpar who 

me I dꝛede he is the defendar of my lyfe vpõ who 
me I truſt.ve it the ſtrengthe of caſtels withſtande 
me Iſhal nat dꝛede. Foꝛ our loꝛde is my helpar : +. 
redemar. Fight x ſtriue agaiſtſichintyſemetis as 
a godeknight ⁊ it thou ſõtyme be ouercome by thy 
feblenes oꝛ ſraylte:take than moꝛecõſoꝛt a᷑ ſtregth 
of loulethan thou dyd bekoꝛe: truſtyngetherbyts 
hauethe moꝛe large grace æcõfoꝛt otgoda beware 


The thyzde 
theafter ofp2yde# vaine gloꝛy toꝛ therby bemany 
teditoerroneous wayes and fal into incurable bli⸗ 
denes of loule. So that thou therfoꝛebe ware and 
humblethe agaynſt the pꝛelũpciõ ofſuche pſones, 

The. viii.chapter howe grace is tobehyd vnder 
thepallofhumylyte, * 

Oñe ſayth the wyſe man it is moꝛe ſuꝛe& pfi 
tableto the:to hydethe grace ol deudcyon gy⸗ 
ten to the:than to ſheweit out woꝛldly. Auaunce 


nat the ofit:neſpekenat olſuche grace to other no: 


magnyfye thy ſylfe therby. but thou ſhulde rather 
deſpyſethy lylte a dꝛedelyſte thou bevnwoꝛthy to 


haueit oꝛ ſone by thy negligẽs to leleit. Man ſhul 


de nat cleue oꝛ truſt to moche to ſuche affeccis why 
che may fonebetoznedtotheetrary, Coſider well 
whanthou haſt ſuchegracehowe wretchede a ne⸗ 
dy thou werebefozethouhadgrace, noꝛthe ꝓkyte 
92 encreate ot ſpũal lyte is nat only wha thou haſt 
the2ſolacio ot grate:but whan thou with hum li 
teſuffreſt the ſubtraccyon oftheſame:ſothatthon 


leue natthy pzayerneothergodededes.but wythe 


al thy vndſtondinge and diligens dothy beſt wha 


thou feleſt ſuch ſubtracctd oꝛ dulneeĩ thetorecouer 


che aſolacid of grace, Many there bethat be veray 
dul and ipacient whan aduerſytefalleth to theym 
the way and lyte of foꝛtune ol mã is nat euerin his 
power and elecciõ butotthe godenes of god is alle 
that we haue: the whych doth cõfoꝛt whan he wil 


and as moch as he wyl / and whome he wylas his 


pleſuris and no — 8" HS the 


Parte 


ſelfeby indilcrete delyꝛe ofgrace ofdettocio fo2 they 


haue diſoꝛdred theyꝛ ſtrengthe ol ſoule ouer moche 
natponderingethey2 exyle#pozelymytes of reſon 
but rather folowed the delyꝛe ok hert e therfoꝛe foz 


almocheas they pꝛelumed hyer thynyes than god 


des pleſure was that they ſhuldeattainetotherfoz 
they loſt theyꝛe grace befozchad And ſo they be ma 
de left nedy c vyle. that pᷣlumed to enter the ſecre 
tis of heuẽ:tharthey may lerne nat to plume vpon 
them lelte: but alway wyth true humylyteto truſt 
to god almyghty. Suche plons as bebeginers#be 
nat vet ꝑkytein the way of vertue a in our loꝛd god 
may lyghtly erre + be diſceyued but ifthey folowe 
thecounſel of diſcrecyon:oꝛ dilcrete perſons Such 
plons as lene to theyꝛe owne wyt c lo folowe it: c 
rcfulethediſcrete wayes of uche as hauelonge ex⸗ 
ercyſed the waies of vertue: kal ĩto gret iucounietis 


kynally. Suche perlons as be wyſein theyꝛe owne 


lyght wyl ſeldom be ruled htibly by other. Better 
it is to a man to haue lytelle wyldom oꝛ cunninge 
with humplitethã to haue gret cunninge with pꝛy 


de oꝛ vayne gloꝛye. Better it is to the to haue tytelł 


than to haue moche with pꝛyde c dãpnaciõ: He ly⸗ 
ueth nat diſcretely that gyueth hym altolyghtnes 
t vayne gladnes foꝛgetyngehym bylke a the dꝛede 
of god: nat dꝛedingeto lelegrace.Alſo heis nat wy 
ſe ne vertuous that in tyme of aduerſyte: oz other 
hardnes deſpayꝛeth #truſtethenatſtedfaſtly i god 
He that in tymeofpeaſewyl lyueta ſykerlye wy⸗ 
thout dꝛede of al perylles heſhalbefoundeto dꝛed⸗ 
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fuland vnredy in tymeofbatayle.#man wolde al 
way abyde hůble a lytel in his owne ſyght a dyly⸗ 
gẽtly awaite on hym lelle:he ſhulde nat ſo ſone fal 
to ſynne t offence ot god.:gode c holſom coũleltł is 
a man after that hehatheceyued the ſpizyt ot deuo 
cto c charyte to thynke howe ſhulde he doc what 
ſhulde fal to hym in theabſens of ſuche deuocyon 
whan tuch a caſe happeth let a man gad that ſuch 
grace and lyght may retoꝛne agayne to hyʒ bythe 
honour of god Whiche withdꝛewe kro his 2ſolacts 


a ſeaſon to ſhewe his power c koꝛ mannes weil it 


is moꝛe pꝛofitable to manlõtyme to be let tohym 
ſelfe and to lacke ſuche grace cõloꝛt:than alwaye 


to haue ſuche pꝛoſperous thinges at his wyl. Foꝛ a 


man is nat reputed tobeofmozemeryteo2 vertue 


in theſyght ot god. if hehaue many vil yons oꝛ con 


ſolacious gyuen hym:orifhe hauectere vnderſtõ⸗ 
dinge of ſcripture / oʒithe be auaũſed by grete #hye 
vmocyon / but than he is of great merytex greatly 
in the fauour of god almyghty ifhebepfyteimeke 
nes #fylled with charyte al way ſekigethehonour 
of god in his dedes: with ztempte a deſpylĩgeothi 
ſelfas wel in the ſyght of other men as in his own 
coueitige moꝛein humyliacio than to behonoured. 
¶ The.ix.chapterhowe a man ſhulde nat repute 
hymſylfe of any valour but vilypendehym. 
g Odeloꝛde Ilpeke to the of my plũpcion nat 
withſtõdingethat J am but puluer æ aſſhes 
if J repute my ſelfe any better:thou a thy woꝛdes 


agynſtbdeme ;Allo my lines bere trueteſihmonye 


D it 


Parte 

agavne mene Ican nat agayn ſay them.andif'F 

wyl vylypende e delpyle my ſylfe#natreputeme 
any thynge woꝛthe as trouth apereth i metha the 
grace of my loꝛde god ſhalbe to me mercyfulkande 

his lyght nere me and my humpliacion and obedy 

ens chalbe turned atter this lyfe into enarlaſtynge 
exaltacyon and auaũcemẽt. There godeloꝛde thou 
ſhalt ſhewe me to my lylte Gely what J am what 
FJ was wherof J cam. Foꝛ I was & am nought 
t knoweit nat il Ibelekt to my ſelfe without thy 
helpe godeloꝛde: than J knowe my ſylte to be nou 
ght « full ot inkyꝛmyte.and ik thou godeloꝛde wilt 
beholde me wyth thy grace and cõ ſolatyõ anon J 
ſhalbe made ſtronge e be fulfylled with anew toy 
t grete meruayleit is that J a wretchethat al way 
of my ſelte fal downwarde e may nat ryſe agayne 


and by thy grace ſo ſodaynly arayſed agayne c ſo 


benignly lyft vp e halſed of the. This is thy chary 


tea grace which puenteth a helpeth me ĩ many ne⸗ 
ceſſytees # kepeth me byſely from greuous peryles 


t many euplles / Iloſte my ſylfeby ino2dinateloue 


of my lylke a in ſekynge the agayne #ilouingethe 


agayne J haue bothe ſounde thect me:ande ofthy- 


clene ꝓfounde ⁊ depeloue J am lyquified know 
verely my lylfe nought. Foz thou ſwete loꝛde doeſt 
to me ouer my merytisx ouer al that I coude hope 


to haucot the. Blyſſed be thou godelo2de foꝛ thou⸗ 
ghe I be vnwoꝛthy to any godes:yet thy infynyte 
godenes ceſſeth neuer of wel doynge yetoſuch per⸗ 
lons as be vnkyude c far fro the Make vs tobe ha 
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ly tonuerted to the godeloꝛdethat we may be kyn⸗ 


dehumble meke and deuout tothe. foꝛ thou allone 


art our helthe: vertue and ſtrength; | 
C.'The.x.chapter.al that we haue oꝛ do is to be re⸗ 
ferred to god: as to the ende or euerythynge. 
© Offeſaitheour loꝛde to vs I ought to bethy 
laſt æ ſeuerayne ende: it thou delyꝛe to beblel⸗ 
ſyd. And by this intenciõ c halbe purged thyn affec 
tyd that is oft tymes euel bowed downe to it ſelfer 
to other creatures, if thou ſeke thy ſylfeiany thyn 
ge:anon thou fayleſt i thy ſelfe c waxeſt dꝛye wher 
fozeto me refarre al thinges:foꝛ I am he that haue 
gyuen al thinges.cõſid al thiges as welligex#ſpzig 
inge out of thehyeſt# moſte louerayne gode e ther 
foꝛe they to be reduced to me as to their oꝛigynall 
beginninge. of me litel c gret poꝛe and riche drawe 


an. 


_ quycke water as ofthe wel oflyfex who bueth me 


wyllingtyſhalkreceynegracefo2 grace, But who 
that hath gloꝛy without me:o2hath delectacion in 
any pꝛyuategode:ſhal neuer be ſtablyſſhed in very 
toy ne delyted in hert: but ſhallbelet in many ma⸗ 


ner of wylex aguyſſhed wherkoꝛe thou oweſte to 


aſtryue to thy ſylfe no maner ol gode. Thou ſhuld 
nat commende noꝛ moꝛe repute thy ſelfetoꝛ any go 


denes that thou haſt: who euer thou bebut rekarre 


al godenes that thou haſt to god almyghty with⸗ 
out whoe we hauenothynge. God ofgis godenes 
gaue vswhat we haue a therfoꝛe he reqͥreth the la 
me to be ꝛlidered ok vs with thankes to begyuen 
agaynevntohym; This js the veray waye to ex⸗ 


Parte 
chewekrom vs the lynne ol vayngloꝛy. if ſobe that 


true charyte and heuenly grace enterinto man: no 


enuye:ne dildayne ol any perlõ:noꝛ pꝛyuate of mã⸗ 
nes ſelfeſhal haue plate in hym. Foꝛ grace and very 
chazyteouercomethal ſuche vyces and it dylatethe 
enflameth mannes ſoule to god c to out neighbour 
if we perceyue and vnderſtõde wel weſhuldeonly 
foy ⁊ hope in our loꝛde god and in no wyſe in oure 
ſel ke. Foꝛ no manis gode of hym ſelfe but god alon 
whyche is to be loued and bleſſyd oueralle. 

¶ The. xi.chapter howeit is ful cweteto ſeruegod 
to hym that forTaketh the woꝛlde truly. 

n O we gode loꝛde I ſhalk repete my ſpecheto 
flhe and nat ceſſe: I hall ſpeke in the erys ok 
my loꝛde god and kyngethat is in heuen. Howe 
gꝛeat is the multitude of thy ſwetnes whych thou 
haſt hyd and hydeſt goode loꝛde foꝛ thetyme krom 
theymethat lyueth here vnder thy dꝛede. And to 
thy perkyte louers and ſeruaũtes thou ſheweſt the 
teffable 2teplatiueſwetnes of thy godhede. in this 
thou gode loꝛde haſt ſhewed thy grctcharytethat 
wha J was nat thou made me: # whan J erryd 
# went out of the way thou bꝛoughteſt me againe 
commaund inge meto ſerue and to loue the. O wel 
of perpetual loue what ſhal I ſay ot᷑thehowe may 
I fozget the: whyche ſo louyngly doſte remembze 
me: and where J haue peryſſhed thou gode lo2de 
haſtſhewed thy mercyeto meouer my hope and re 
warded me aboue my merite whatthakesſhal'Y 
gyue tothe loꝛ this gracegiuẽ me. It is nat gyuen 
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to al men to foꝛſake the woꝛlder totake vpon them 


aſolytary lyfe.it is no gretethynge me to ſeruethe 


good loꝛde to whome al thy creatures be boũde too 


lerue t pleaſe. But rather this is to me a gret thige 


t merueloꝰ that it pleſeth thi goodnes to receiue me 
to thy ſeruyte to ioyne ſo poorea vnwoꝛthy as 


am tothi biloued buaũtes. o al thige that Jhaue 


t that I may do the buice of.is thine.a therfo2 I ca 
geue the no thige but thin owne. heuẽ a erth with 


her contẽtes that thou haſt oꝛdeyned to helpeman 


doth daily fulkyl thy cõmaũdement after the oꝛder 


ct form that thou haſt oꝛdeined them to Alſoythou 


haſt ozdeyned angels to helpe a comfoꝛt man. But 
aboue alk this.thyſelfehaſt vowehedlauetoo ſerue 
man p2omittyngeto yeuetheto man. what ſhal Þ 
peue to the ageyne foꝛ theſe & fo2 a thouſande folde 
bſitytes that thou of thy grace c godnes haſt yeuen 
to me. Graunt me helpe and grace to ſerue the gode 
loꝛde al the dayes ol my lyte. and at the leſte that 


may one day buethe woꝛthely. thouart woꝛthy to 
haue al buice / al honourex eternal laude c pꝛaſynge 


Thou art my very loꝛde god. ande Jam vnwoz- 
thy and poꝛe buaũte. I am boũdeto ſeruethe with 


al my ſtrugthes c neuer tobe wery ofthyfernycex 


pꝛayſiuge ſoo I deſyꝛe c wolde it ſholdebe. Thou 
godelo2defulfyl that want ol my partye.greate 
honourx gloꝛpe is to ſerue the ⁊ to foꝛſake al erthly 
thynges fo2 the. They that gladly c wyllyngly do 
ſubmit theym to thy ſrruyceſhallhauegrete grace 


Ethey that foꝛſake all woꝛldely beſynes a do chele- 
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the harde#ſtrayte wey fo: thylotte.ſhalberefreſ- 
ſhed with theſweteconſolacyoun oftheholygooſt 
ſhalfhauegrete lyberty ofſoul. O thou thankfulk 
ſt loytul ſubiection x ſertyce of god wherby man is 
made fre from ſyn and holy in the ſyght of god. O 
thou holy and hye ſtate ofrelygyon which maketh 
man egal to angels. pleſant to almyghty god ande 
dꝛedful to deuyls c honorable too al feythfulf folke 
O thou fuyce woꝛthy alwey to be delyred #halſed 
wherby almyghty god is goten and euerlaſtinge 
toy c gladnes goten. The:xii:chapt. The delyre ol 
hert is to be examyned and modered. 

Oe laythe our lo deto his louer thou muſte 
yet lerne many thynges that thou haſt nat yet wel 
lerned. that is to ſy that thou oꝛder thy delyre c af 
feccid alway after my pleſureſo that thou loue nat 
thin owne delire oꝛ pꝛolite but that thou ĩ al thiges 
à couetous louer c a folowerofmy wyl thou haſte 
many deſyꝛoꝰ ryſige # mouingethe but aſider wel 
whether thou art moued ĩthẽ koꝛmyn honoure on 
ly oꝛ moꝛe foꝛ thy owne auayle oꝛ pꝛofite.if I be the 
cauſeofthy mouigethou ſhalt be wel atẽt what lo 
euer I ſend vnto the. if any thynge be hyd in thy 
del yꝛe ofthyne owne wyl oꝛ ſechinge:ſo that thige 
is it thatanoyeth and greueth the outwardly and 
withifozth bothe,bewazetherofthat thou lene nat 
to moch tothyn owne del yꝛe. me nat toũcelid that 
ſamethige that bykoꝛepleſed the / dyſpleleth theaf- 
terwarde.Euery thigethat man delyꝛeth is nat to 
be folowed ſhoꝛtly. ne euery 2trary? affeccyon that 
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mã lotheth oꝛ hateth is too be fled at the kirſt. It is 
expedient ſomtyme too vlea bꝛydell reſtreinige in 
goode affeccyons and cũnynge or other belyneſſes 
eofidyſcretebyhauoure folowethediſtraccyon oꝛ 


bꝛekynge of manes mynde.that thou by thy indil⸗ 


crecyon be nat an occaſyon oꝛ ſclaunder too other. 
Alſo that thou be nat ſodaynly troubled oz thqete 
by other mẽnys reſiſtens. It is ſomtyme byhofull 
to a man that he vfe vyolencet reſiſt his ſenſual ap 

petyte.and nat to gyue hede what it delyreth ande 


what nat: but rather ĩdeuour hi that it be ſubiecte 


by vyolens to the ſoule.this ſẽſual appetyteis tobe 
ſubduſd by diſcipline to the ſoule vntoit be madere 
dyto obey i al thinges to reſon vnto it haue lerned 
to be tete with tewe thiges and neceſſary withon 
te al grotchinge ageyne any inzueniẽt thynge. 


The. xiii.chapt᷑ of the infoꝛmacyõ ofpacyes and of 


ſtryfeageyne lenſualyte. 
Oꝛdegod ſaythe the deuoute ſoule vnto god / 
as Jfele& vnderſtõde pacyenteis ful neceſſa⸗ 
rye vnto me. foꝛ many contraryous chatices falk in 
this lyſe.howe ſoo euer J oꝛder my lelfe foꝛ peas to 
be hadde. IJ can not haueit without batayle nemy 
lyfe can nat be without ſoꝛow and trouble wher to 
our loꝛde ſayth Sofie thou ſayſte truly J wylnat 
that thou ſeke luche peas as wãteth tẽptacyõ and 
trouble oꝛtõtradictvon.but coũte the than to haue 
foſidepeſe whi thou art exerciſed with diuers trou 
dles + ꝓued with dyuers adnerſites + yfthou ſaye 
that thou maiſt nat ſuffer ſuche peines How may 
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thou ſufer the fel peynes of purgatoꝛy.oftwo euils 
the leſſeis al way to be ſuffred #chole, wherfozeſuf 
firthou paciẽtly the aduerſites euils of this woꝛld 
oꝛlyfe that thou may auoyde the peines euerlaſtig 
folowigehereaftfo ſyn. Troweſt thou that woꝛl 
diy inẽ that be ĩ welth woꝛldly bylines ſuffer no 
aduerſyte thou ſhalt nat kynde one ſuche ve ykthou 
p ſent the moſte delycate perſone that thou can fide 
but thou ſayſte to me ayen. They haue many delec 
tablethinges c pleſures.and theifolow euer theyre 
owne wyll and ther fore they põder nat theyꝛtrow 
bles: But how beit that they haue theyre deſyre c 
in ryches c woꝛldely pleſuresthat they belacyatte 
with howelonge trowes thou it ſhallaſt? Sothly 
ſuch folke as aboũdeth i woꝛldly godes c pleſours 
ſhalle ſone fayle and euanyſſhe as dothe thelmoke 
offyze. No remembzaiiceleftoftheyrioyes byfoꝛze 
had. whiche alſo whan they lyued was nat finally 
without gret angwyſſhe.tedyouſnes#Ddrede.ofte- 
tymethey receyuegreate troubles c peyne ofſuche 
thynges as they haue greteſolas & pleſureibyfoze 
foꝛ ofrightwilnesit foloweth to fuch plones that 
thei flryl nat without gret z tulyõ a peyne the delec 
taciõs c woꝛldlipleſures that thei haue betoꝛe ſoug 
hte t foloived with grete ĩoꝛdynate delite a pleſure 
howſho:t how vyle# fals is the woꝛldly gloꝛxe t 
pleſures.Suerly they be very fals fykyl and yet 
they be nat perceyued fo: the blyndnes of mannes 
ſowle. ſo that man as a beſte vnreſonable foꝛ alitel 
plelure oꝛ comodyteofthis traũſjtoꝛy lyle renneth 


The thy2de 
into euerlaſtinge deth offoule : wherfoze ſonneflee 
to folowethyn owne wyl alway and folowenat 
_ thypleaſour@deſy2e,Put thy delyte and fyrethy 
loue in god:and he wyl graunt the thy peticyon d 
deſyꝛe othert: le al woꝛldly inoꝛdinate pleaſours 
and delectacions:and thou ſhalt haue abundaunt 
and heudy 2ſolacyon.and the moꝛe thou pᷣſerueſt 


the from the ſolace ot erthelve creatures. the moꝛe 


_ Tweteconſolacyons thou ſhalt fyndeinalmyghty 


god. But fyꝛſt thou muſtcometoſuch goſtely con- 


folacyons with great heuynes and lamentacion c 
with great labour ⁊᷑ ſtrylein thy ſelte agaynſt thy 
ſeſual parties. Thy olde ſyntul cuſtome wyl gayn 
ſtondethein ſuchegoſtly labour. but he ſhalbe va⸗ 
nyſſhed and ouercome wyth a better cuſtome The 
fleſſhe wyl murmure and grutche agayneſuchela 
bours:but the feruour otthe mynde may rekrayne 
hvm. The olde enemye to manesſoule wyl let the 
but thou mayſtchaſe hym away by pꝛayer and by 
ꝓlytable occupaciõ he and his wayes ſhalbe let. 

¶ The. xiiii.chapter howe an humble ſubtect owe 
to be obedyent after the exaumple okcryſte. 
Oe hethat labouretheto wythdꝛawe hym 
tro obediens he withdꝛaweth hym fro grace 
t who ſeketh to atteyne pꝛyuatethynges leleth co 
mograces @giftisxhethatdoth nat obey to his ſu 
perioꝛꝛit is a tokẽ that his fleſſhe oꝛ body is nat ſub 
dued yet ꝑfytely to his ſowle:butit oft grutchethe 
and rebelleth againſt it. Therfoꝛe it thou wilt that 


thy bodibe no rebel / but ſubdued 4 thy ſoulelerne 
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thou to obey gladlye to thy ſuperioꝛ. Soner is thy 
outwardeenemy ouercometfthy in ward man be 
nat deſtroyed 02 ouercome. There is no woꝛſe noꝛ 
moꝛegreuous enemy to man than his body kit be 
nat acoꝛdinge oꝛ cõſentinge to his ſoule thou muſt 
vtterly diſpyſe thy ſylle. If thou wyl puayl agayn 
thy body. But thou loueſt thy lelfe yet inoꝛdinatiy 
ct therfoꝛe thou dꝛedeſt to leuethy ſelle a to ſubdwe 
the fully to other mennes wyl what great thing is 


tit tothe that art but erthe and nought to ſubedwe 
theto man fo2 goddes ſake, wha J god ahnyghty 


that made al thinge ok nought dyd ſubdue and lub 
myt me humbly to man foz thy ſake. I was made 
hũble that thou ſhuldelerne to ouercomethy pꝛide 
by my mekenes. Lerne thou aſſhes to obey. Lerne 


thou erth a ſlyme to hũble the e to ꝓſtrate the vnd 


euery mannes fete by true humplite no thinge plu 
mingeofthy ſelfe. Lerne to bꝛake thyn owne wyll 
x to apply to other menis wyt.Ryſe ayenſt thy ſelf 
t luffer nat pꝛyde to raynein the: but ſhewe the ſo 
mekethat alle men may walke vpon the and trede 
vpon the as vpon clay in the way. what haſt thou 
vayue man c vyle ſynner to complayne oꝛ to gain 
lay theym that myſſayeth the oꝛ vereth theꝛwhych 
haſte ſo oft offenden thy loꝛde gode and haſte ſo oft 
deſerued hell by thy ſynful lyuinge. dut my mercy 
ful iye and ſyght hath ſpared thefoꝛ loue that Jha 
ue to thy loule:that thou myght knowe howe wel 
Jlouethe,xthat thou chulde be kinde a giuethe to 
truehumplite ⁊ ſubiectiõ foꝛ my lake paciently ſuf 


beconſideredfo2 therepꝛeſſyon o 
magnifyengeofman in graces receyued. 
t Mou gode loꝛde ſaith the deuout ſoule caſtyſte 
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feryngethy pꝛoper contempt e deſpytes. 


¶ Che. xv. chapter:ot the hyd gates — god to 
| n 


fryblyethy iugemẽtis vpõ me:ſothat wythe 


gret ferethou alteryſt al my body bonys togyder 


and my ſoule is troubled with great ere and dꝛede 
I ſtande aſtonyed #2ſyder that heuins be nat cle⸗ 


nein thyſyght. if thou fonde thy aungels defectyne 


c impure:and thertoꝛe thou dyd nat ſpare theyme. 


what ſhal fal vpõ me that am duſt + aſſhesthe aũ⸗ 
gels felle krom heuen. what than may Ipꝛeſume: 


Such people as in ſeminge had woꝛkes ofcõmen⸗ 


dacion hauefal ful lowe:and ſuche as were fed wy 
the mete of aungels J haue ſene beglad of l wynes 


mete. There is therfoꝛe no holynes in man if thou 
loꝛde withdꝛawethy honde. Noo wyſedomemay 
auayleifthou withdꝛawethy hode of gouernatice 
Noſurechaſtiteisifthoudefendeitnat, ne pp cu⸗ 
ſtodyemay pfyt mã:it that thehelpe of god be nat 
there. Foꝛ it we befoꝛſaken ol god almyghty webe 
dꝛowned and weperyſſhe Andi we bevilited and 
helped we berayſede vp to lyfe. Ofourelelfewebe 
vnſtable:but by thegodeloꝛde webe conkermed: x 


made ſtedfaſt. webe coldeof our ſelf. but by the we 


be accended and kinledĩ godenes. O howe mekely 

obſect owe Ito tonſider my elfe. howelymple ck 

litel bemy gode dedis ik Jhaue iy _—_ p*otide 
| 


—— 
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iy owe J toſubmit me to thy hydx depeiugemẽtis 
godeloꝛde wherin J fynde my ſelfe no thinge valet 
#nought O thou imeſurable weght. O thou ipal⸗ 
ſableſee, wherin J cã nat fynde me but alperiſſhed 
ct adnichilat. where nowe is bycome woꝛdly glozye - 
what cõfydẽce may J haueofal vayneglozyethat 
IJ haue be exalted by byfoꝛe. Lo alł vayne woꝛldly 
glozy is vanyſſhed by the depneſſe ok thy hyd iuge⸗ 
mẽtis that thou haſt ſhewed vpon me. what is any 
man ĩ thy ſight gode loꝛde. but clay oꝛ erth.# what 
may clay oꝛ erth haue any gliacõn oꝛ pꝛide ageynſt 
his maker he that hath his hert truly roted by loue 
t humbles in god may nat be extolled by no vayne 


flaterige ageinſt his pleſure ne heſhal nat be meued 


by any flateringe that putteth his hole hopein god 
thei that vſe ſuche flatingebe noughta euaniſſhe at 
the laſt with the lounde of woꝛdes but the truthe 
of our loꝛdeſhal alway abidex alſo they with him 
that cleueth to hym. 


¶ The.rvi.chapthowe a mz ſhulde make his pett 
g Ood loꝛde ſay every mã in his (cy to god. 
. petyciomakig.yfthis thigethat J aſke be to 


ty plelure ykit be thy honoure d ykit be to me expe 


diẽt # ꝓt᷑ytable thã graũte me it and to vſeit to thy 
honoure and ifthou gode loꝛde knowe it noyousto 
me tt vn pkytable to my ſoulethitakefrome ſuche . 
deſy2e J beſeke the euery neſyꝛe tometh nat ofthe 
holy gooſt # though it femetomagode#rightwp 
le vet it is harde to Juge truly in ſuche thynges 
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whether godeſpyzit 02yl.02elles manes owneſoul 
mouehym to delyꝛe this thinge oꝛ that: Foz many 
be diſteyued in thelatterendethat ſemed tobe indu 
ced c led by a godeſpyꝛit into ſuche delyꝛes. wher⸗ 
loze we owe to delyꝛeeuery thyngethat we alke oꝛ 
deſyꝛe:with drede ofgod #humblenes of hert And 


that / foꝛ man in al woꝛkes « deſyꝛes ſhulde cõmyt 


hym holly to god with rel ygnaciõ or his ꝓper wyl 
laynge / Gode loꝛde thou knoweſte whatthyngeis 
to me moſte pꝛotytable.do with me in euery thyng 
after thypleaſure c moſte honoure.gyue me what 


thou wylt # whan thou wylt: Put me godeloꝛde 


wherethou wylt / a do wythe methynges as thou 
wylt / N am thy creature al way i thy handes:a thy 


ſeruaũt redy to thibeheſt IJ deſiʒe nat to lyue tomy 


lylte but to thegode loꝛde my god clyfe: J beſeke 
thethat J may lyue wozthely to the. - 
C.The.xvii.chapt A pꝛayer #dely:ealway toliue 
and do thepleaſour of god. 55 
o Thou moſte benigne Jhelu graũt me J be- 

ſenke thethy grace thatit mai euer be with me 
woꝛke with me vnto myn ende c gyue me grace 
euerto deſyꝛethat thing that is moſte accept to the 
Thy wylbe my wyl and my wylle alway folowe 
thy wil e euer acoꝛdetherwith:a neuer dilcoꝛdefro 
it. So that J may euer afterme me to thy wyl. gy 
ue me grace to dyetothe woꝛlde and toal thynges 
that bein the woꝛlde: and toloue tobe vnknowen 
in the woꝛlde foꝛthy lake. Graũt meaboue al dely⸗ 
res to reſt in the by goly n 3 Ras gode 
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loꝛde art the veryepens a reſtof mannes hert: And 
without the al thynges be hardee inquyete: wher 
koꝛe I beſeke thethat Imap euer reſt in the. Amẽ. 
¶ The. xviii.chapt᷑ very ſolace ⁊conkoꝛte is alonlye 
to be ſought in god. 1 ONS 
w Hat ſo euerthinge J may thynkeoꝛ delyꝛeto 
my ſolace and cõtoꝛt J loke nat foꝛ it heredut 
J hopeto haueit here after. Fo2 if J allon had alle 
the godes and lolaces of the woꝛlde / and might ioy 
in al delytes and pleaſours woꝛldly: J am aſcertai * 
ned that they may nat longe enduze / ne with thẽ 
wherfoꝛe J knowethat my ſoule may nat fully be 
reconfoꝛted ne perfytely ſatyl fyed: but alonly i god 
almyghty:the whyche is theconkoꝛter of poꝛe men 
and the embꝛaſer of meke perſons, Abyde therſoꝛe 
thou my ſoule abyde the pꝛomys ot god almyghty - 
by godeliuinge and heuenly deſy2e:and thou ſhalt 
hauethe abũdaũce ot al godes in heuen. Foꝛ if thou 
to inoꝛdinately deſyꝛe oꝛ louethegodes ot this pꝛe⸗ 
fent lyfe:thou ſhalt leſe the heuenlye thynges ernal 
Teinpoꝛal thynges be to the in vlage: and heuenly 
in deſyꝛe. Thou maye nat beſacyat wyth thynges 
tempoꝛal:ſoꝛʒ thou art nat oꝛdeyned to ioye ⁊᷑ reſt in 
them fynally. i thou had in polſeſſyon all thynges 
create in erth thou can nat de blyſſed in them: but al 
only in god almyghty the maker of al thinges ſton 
deth thy felycite beatitude:nat ſuch blyſſe whiche 
is ſene and cõmẽded ofthelouerd ofthe woꝛzldebut 
ſuche ioy and felycite that godecryſten folke abyde 
and hopeto haue: whycheſpũal pſoner x they that 
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betlene in hert ſomtyme taſteth whos 2nerſacis is 
henenty and nat erthely: At woꝛldly ſolace c cofoꝛt 
of man is vayne andlhoz2t:but that confoꝛt that is 


perceyued iwardly in mannes loule truly ts bleſfes 
here in hope: A deuout perſon berethe alway about 


wyth hym in mynde his cõ foꝛte ieſu:ſainge tohim 
byſely by inwarde ſpekynge. My loꝛde ieſu aſſyſt 
and be nere mein euery pfacea tyme J beſeke the# 
that IJ may becõtent ⁊ 2 foꝛted in the abſens & wã⸗ 


tynge ok al mãnes ſolace foꝛ ioy of thyn. And ik thy 


Aolacis be abſẽt ro me toꝛ any tyme:thy wylthan 
and ryghtwyle pꝛobacyd beto mea hole ſolace: Be 
thou nat alway wrothe wyth me / J pꝛay the. 
¶ The.xix. Chapter: Howe al beſynes of our ſoule 
is to he put in god. 

On ſapthe our loꝛde to his louer: ſuffer me to 

do wyth the what plealeth me. Foꝛ J knowe 
what thingeis expedyent to the. Thou thinkeſt as 
f man:thou feleſt in manye thynges alter mannes 
delyꝛe and affeccyon.Gode loꝛde laythe the louyn⸗ 
ge ſoule to god:it is trowthethat thou haſteſayde 
Thy bel yneſſe foꝛ me is moozethan alk my charge 
may befo2 my ſylte. Heſtondethecaſnally and vn- 
ſtably that caſteth nat alhis beſynes inthe: whples 
my wyl is ſtable and rightwyſe do wythe me as it 
pleaſeth the. it may nat be yr that thou doſteoꝛ wyl 
haue done about me / if thou wylt that J bein der⸗ 
kenes oꝛ lyght bleſſed bethou. o2 it thou wylt haue 


metobe in weltheoꝛ ellys in trybulacyon / thy wyll 


bedonẽe / and blelſed be thou / Son laythe oure loꝛde 
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So thou muſt ſtonde ik thou wylt walke with me 
thou muſt be as redy to ſufter as to ioy: thou mult 
as gladly ſulfer pouerte and aduerlyte as ꝓſpexite 
and to haue ryches c welth Loꝛdeſaith the louer ot 
god. I am redy to take ot thy hande what la euer 
thou ſendeſt me. and as gladlye ſhalJ take by thy 
grace ylł as gode / bytter thynges as ſwete / e heuy 
thynges as glad and to thanke thy godenes foꝛ eue 
ry chaunce that thou ſhalt ſende me. Kepe me Jbe 
ſeke the krom al lynne:andthan Jſhalneytherdze 
de deth ne hell. And caſt me nat fynallye out ofthe 
bowels ofthy mercye: nedome nat outoktheboke 
, oflife.and no thyngeſhal noy me what ſo euer har 
denes oꝛ trouble falkto me. ¶ The.xx.chapter tẽ⸗ 

poꝛal myſeryes we owetoſuffer wyth cryſte. 
} - Onſdapthe our loꝛde to his louer. I deſcended 
kro heuen foꝛ thy helthe and ſaluacyon. J to- 
ke vpon methy myſeryes of my faderlye loue ande 
charyte (and nat of neteſſyte thatthou myght ler⸗ 
ne paciens at me and nat grutche: nebere heuely tẽ⸗ 
poꝛal myſeryes,Fozfrom the hour ofmy byꝛth vn 
to my dethe vpon thecroſſe: I neuer ceſſed ofſuffe- 
raunte otpeynes: I luffꝛed great penury #defawt 
ol tẽpoꝛal thynges: I herde great grutchige andcõ 
playntes madeot me: ſuffred benignly confuliõs⸗ 
aͤndreßues: Jreceyued foꝛ my bfifaytes vnkynde 
nesagayne:#fo2 my myracles ſhewed J receyued . 
blaſphemys: fo2 mydoctryneJhadrepzeues:gode 
loꝛde ſaythe the deuout ſouleto god. Foz as moche 
às thou was founde ſo pacyent in all thy lyfefulk 


: 'Thethy2de 
fyllingeithat vertue with other the cõmaũdemẽt 


of thy fader. it is woꝛthy that J vuworthy wrech 


beremepaciently ałter thy wylfin all thynges 


ſhal bere the burden of this coꝛruptyble lyfe as lon 


geasthou oꝛthehelth ok my ſoule:foꝛ thou⸗ 
ghe this pꝛeſent lyte be tedious pet it is made mery 
tozy and ealy by the grace: the moꝛe tollerable c 
dereby thy bleſſyd exaumple of holy liuing and of 
thy holy ſayntes. Allo this pꝛeſent lyfe is moꝛe ly⸗ 
ghtlome c ⁊foꝛtable than it was to the faðs ofthe 
oldelaweto whomethe yateofheuen was ſhytte 
ſo that nonemyght enter were they neuerſoright 


wyſe:vnto the ſuffraũce otthy holy paſſion c deth 


wherby thou made man fre fro euerlaſtinge dethe 


and gaue them that the ſeruedtrulye herem this 


moꝛtal lyte fre entre intothe kyngedome ot heuen 
O gode loꝛde what thankes and graces am J boũ 
de togyue the whychehaſtſhewed vnto me ande 
to al feythful peoplethe veray gode and ryghtwis 
way to thy etterlaſtingekingedomeofhenen. Foz 
thy holy lyfe that thou led is a way to vs to folow 
And by holy pactens we walke to thethat art our 


crowne. Foꝛ ifthou had natgone afoꝛe vs a hadde 


Chewed vnto vs the wayes of pacyence and vertue 
who ſhulde haue kolowedthe⸗ Alaſſehowemany 
ſhulde haue ſtande abacke farre froſuche vertues: 


f they had nat ſene and beholdenthy vertuous ex 


aũples. we be yet ſlowe nat withſtondige that we 
here thy grete techynges a meruayles. And what 
ſhulde we do if ſuchelyght of exaũple were nat 


rte. 

¶ The. xxi.chapt᷑ Ot — ofimuryes a who 
g Od almighty ſayth (fs pued very patient. 
tohis ſeruaũt tedioꝰ ⁊wery ofteptacio what 
ſpekeſtrhon ſou. Celle of thy complaynt Conlyder 
myne with other layntes greuous paſlyon. Thou 
haſt nat yet reſiſted in luffratice ofthy troubles to 
theeffuſion ofthy blode as wedyd. thou haſtlytell 
ſuffred in comparyſon okthẽ that ſuffred ſo many 
thiges fo: me.ſom in warre ſtrõge tẽptacyõs ſome 
i greuoꝰtribulaciõs with other thiges wherby thei 
haue be ꝓued i examined. thou muſttheꝛfoꝛe remẽ 
bꝛe the gretethiges that other hathe fuffred byfoze 
that thou may bere thy lytel greues mozeelely # yf 
thy troubles oz other greues ſem tothe right great 
beware that thy ipacies mare it nat c whether thei 
belytel oꝛgrete:ſee thou bere al pacyẽtly without a 
ny grutchinge fo: the mozethoudiſpoleſtthetoſuf 
kyꝝthemoꝛe wylely thou doeſt and the eſelier thou 
ſhalt ſulfer.a the moꝛe meryteſhal be to thelay nat 
in thy ertule. I may nat ſuffer this thingeofſuche 
a ꝑſon he hath done me grete harmeand hediſclaũ 
dꝛith me with ſuche thinges as J neuer thoughte. 
But I may wel luffer other ꝑplonesct other thiges 
as Jought to do.ſuchethoughtes + obſtacles that 
cõlyderith nat the vertueokpacyẽs netherewarde 
therofbut mozethepfones x offences done to hym 
Heis nat very pacyentthat wyll nothynge luffyꝛ. 
but as karre as it is ſayen to him and ot ſuche as he 
can ſuffyꝛ. A very pacyente perſone pondereth nat 
of whomeoꝛ ok what perſone goode noꝛ euyk plate 
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oꝛ felowehebe pꝛoued to ſuffer any hardnes oꝛ in⸗ 
iurye.but when lo ener aduelite oꝛ wꝛonge falleth 
tohim. how ſo euer and ol whomeit cometh a true 
potcyentpeꝛſonetaketh it pacyftly c with thãkes as 
ofthe hãde of god. and ſo doĩge he wynneth to him 
grete meryte. foꝛ no thynge de it neuerſolytel that 
mã ſuftreth foꝛ god. can nat paſſe without gret me 
ryte.be thou therfo2 redy toſufferpacyftly aduerff 
ties tofyght ayẽſt thy ĩpaciẽt pꝛoude hert.yf thou 
wylt haue vyctorye. Thou mayſtnat gete the wel 
of paciẽs without fight. yt thou wylt nat ſuffer ad 
uerſytes thou retulyſt tobecrowned, wherfoꝛe yt 
thou wilt becrowned thou muſtkightetſtriue with 
thyſelfe ſtrongly #luffer pacyẽtiy luche euyls. Foz 
without labour no man may comto reſte.ne with⸗ 
out fight. no man may haue vyctozye, wherfoꝛe go 
deloꝛde J beſekethe tomakepoſſyble by thy grace 
tomexin methat thatisfeneipoſſybletomebyna 
ture.thou knoweſtthat Jcan euylſuffer that FJ 


am ſone caſt downeby lytel aduerſitearayſed agai 


ne me. Ibeſekethegodeloꝛdethat al maner oftrou 
ble oꝛ aduerſyte that thou ſhalt ſende me. may becõ 
mẽdable æ deſired fo2 thy holi name toꝛ to luffer ad 
uerſites loꝛ the.is veri helthfula merite to my ſoule 
¶ The. xxii.chapt ofthe cõfeſſyon ot mannes inkyꝛ 
mite and of woꝛldly mileryes, 
knowledge mp inequite agayneſt me Jam 
.  ryghtfebleand vnſtedtaſt.goodeloꝛde. thou 
knoweſtthethige that J am difcerged a taſtdoũe 
by oftẽ:is but ot lytel valouroz weight Jpurpole 


 bytozethex that Jam loovnſtedefaſt ande fraylle 
to gapnſtõde my paſſyõs. And though they dzaw 


Parte. 
meſtronaly to ſtõdeĩ wel doyng But whan alytel 
teptacyon aſſaſleth me I am gretiy ãguyſſhed. the 
thingethat J am moued and tempted by greuoul 
ly is but vyle and wha I thynke my ſelle a lytel ſy 
keroflytel reſte that J ſomtyme haue J fynde me 
ſone afteroueꝛcome ot a lytelblaſte of tẽptacydõ. By 


holdetherktoꝛ godeloꝛdemy kraylte knowen tothe 


in all thynges that Jam pꝛoued by. haue mercy of 
me J beſekethe a delyuer mefromthe fylth of line 
that I be nat taſtyned therin ne ouercomen therby 
hauegreteremozſe and often J am confounded 


me nat to theconſentofſynne. yet theyꝛe perlecu- 
cyon dcatynual enſuing is to me right greuous and 
heup.and it is to me ryght tedious to lyue ĩ bataył 
ct ſtryke.therby Jknowethe better myn infirmyte 


Foꝛ wycked #abhomynablefantaſyesdorifeime 


to my trouble ſoneꝛ than they go oꝛ paſſe frome me 
wherfoꝛe I belene the god almighty c loů of faith 
ful loules to behold with thy gracyoꝰ 2ſiderac6 the 
laboꝛ c afflictiõ of methy fuatitx alliſt me with thi 
merciful helpe in al nedis # ſtregth me with heuẽly 
ſtrẽgth that the tẽptar ol mã oꝛ my wretchedfleſh 
nat yet fully ſubdued to my ſpirite haue nat dñacõ 
vpon my ſpyꝛyt agaynſte whome J muſte fyght 
2tynually whyles that Jlyuei this miſerablelyfe 
Alaſſe what maner a lyke is thys. where trybula⸗ 
cions and myſeryes aboundeth where al places be 
ful ofenempes and ſnaresto ouertom a cacheman 


Thethyꝛde 
Foꝛ whan one tẽptacion oz troubleceſſeth. another 
cometh.Alſo the fy:ſteconflycteo2 trouble vet du⸗ 
rynge. many other ſodaynly ryſe, Howe may this 
lyfe bebeloued that hath ſo many bytternes and is 
ſo ful of myſeryes:howe may it be called a lyte that 
gendꝛeth ſo many dethes a goſtely infectyons and 
vet it is beloued and wyth great gladnes delyted d 
loyed i. The woꝛlde is oft repꝛoued foꝛ that it is diſ 
ceytfulle and vayne. And vetit is nat ſone foꝛſake 
wyylethe cõcupyſcence okthe fleſchereyneth. ſome 
thinges i the wozldeinduceth man to louethe wozl 
dea ſome other to deſpyſeit.thecõcupiſcente of mã 
nes fleſſhethe deſize ok mãnes iye c pꝛide othe hert 
But the peynes and the myſeryes folowynge gen 
der hate and cõtempte ofthe wozlde vet fo2 al ſuch 
myleryes the euel delettacion of mynde that is ge- 
uen to the woꝛldly pleaſour ouercometh the heuen 
ly delyꝛe And luch carnal delyte reputeth feliciteto 


be vnder ſuch ſenlual plealour. Foꝛ ſuch neyther ſa 
uernetaſtetheſwetnes ofgod ne the ĩ warde ioy of 


vertue. They that deſpifethe wozldex ſtudye to ly 
ue ſeruegod vnd holy diſcyplynethey taſte the ſa 
uourotheuẽly thiges ꝓmiled to ſuch goſtly lyuers 


they alſo ſe vely the errour a diſceyte ofthe wozldez 


¶ The. xxiit.chapter howe manſhulde reſt in god 


5 


aboue al gyftes and godes erthely. 
o Thou myſoulereſtthou aboue alk thinge in 
dur loꝛdegod foꝛ heis theeternal reſt ot ſayn- 

tes. Gyue mel wete Jelu moſte louable ot alł other 

grace foꝛ to reſte in the aboue — _ /a © 
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boue al helthe and beawte:aboue al glozy/honoure 


power dignite:aboue al ryches cũninge ſubtylite 
oꝛ craftes / aboue alł gladnes:ioy / fame / oꝛ lawde:a⸗ 
boue al ſ wetnes / cõſolacyon / hope / oꝛ pꝛomyſſe: abo 
ue all meryte / deſy2e/02 gyftes: that thou may gy⸗ 
ue to my body oꝛ ſoule / aboue allioy oꝛ tubylacyon 
that mannes mynde may fele and compꝛyſe. ande 
aboue al heuenly ſpyꝛites wyth al other thynges vi 
ſible a ĩuyſible that is nat thy ſelfe foꝛ thou gode loꝛ 
de amonge al thiges art beſt / hyeſt / moſte myghtyc 
moſte ſufficiant:thou art moſte lwete / fayzeſt moſt 
louable moſte noble a glozto? aboue ali whome all 
other godes be ꝑytely / haue be a hal be. And ther⸗ 
foe what euer it be that thou gyueſte me (thy ſelfe 
except it is inſufficiant:Foꝛ my hert map nat vere- 
ly reſt ne holly beatent: but in thethatſurmoitteſte 
euery creature oꝛthige.O my moſte amyable ſpou 
ſecryſte ieſu moſte pure louer:and loꝛde of euery cre 


ature:graũt me J pꝛay the winges of very lyberte 


that I may fle reſt in the my keruent loue #deſire 
O whan hal it be gynen to me fully to vnderſtõde 
ct le howel wete and gode my loꝛde god is whan 


chal I fully gader me in the / ſo that foꝛ thy loue J 


chal nat fele my ſelfe:but the alonly that excedeſt al 


knowlege a meſure, owe J oft ſoꝛowe # moꝛne 


ct bere my ĩtilycite:a lamẽtable myleryethat J am 
in with great heuynes. Foz many euyls aſſayle me 
in this vale ol myfery they loꝛe trowble me and al⸗ 


lo ort blynde me: dyſtraythe and letteth me: that J 
mape nat haue tre acceſſe to the: ne haue thy lwetze 


Chethyꝛde 
enbzꝛalſyngethat the blyſled ſpyꝛites haue tynual⸗ 
ly with al iocũdite # ioy. I pꝛay the that my lighes 


t inly del yꝛes with my many folde deſolaciõs may 


moue chy godenes to endlyne to my delyꝛes:O ieſu 
thelyght e clertye of euerlaſtinge gloꝛy the ſolace & 
confoꝛt of wayfazingeſoules:my louleſpekethe to 
the wyth ſtyl delyꝛe:ct my mouthe wythout voyce 
Howe löõge taryeth my loꝛde god to come. J beſeke 


hym to cometo me his poꝛe ſeruaũt to my cololacy 


on-#gladnes; Sende he his hande c power to dely 
uer mefrom al angwyſſhe. Come gode loꝛde foꝛ wi 
thout the Itan haue no glad day oꝛ hour thou art 
my ioye c without the my mide and boꝛdeis voide 
Jam a wretche and as a pꝛyſoner fetred wythout 
al2foztagrened tyl tymethat J may be refreſſhed 
| Withthypzeſens#ſoreſtozed tolyberte.ſhewe me 
therkoꝛe I beſeke thethy fauour and gracio? pſens 
Let other ſeke foꝛ the what ſo euer they wyl no thi 
ge pleſeth me ne ſhal do butthou my loꝛdegod that 


art my hope c eternal helthe I ſhal nat ceſſe to pꝛay 


Cr cal tothe tyl thou retoꝛne to meby thy grace ſpe 
keto me inwardly ſaige. Lo J am herecometothe 


foz thou called me.thy terys c the delyze of thy ſoul 


thy hůyliocion x 2tricion ot hert hath made me ẽciy 
ne c bꝛought meto the. And Jagayneto iny loꝛde 
Godeloꝛde I called the haue deſyꝛed to ioy in the 
al other thyngeslelt c fozſaken koꝛthe. Thon loꝛde 
dpd kyꝛſt excyte me to ſechethe Blyſled bethou that 

haſt wrought ſuchgodenes withthy buaũt alt thy 


Sretemerry,whatſhulvethy fualitmozedoopſay 
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bykdꝛethe godeloꝛde:but to hũble hym to thy may 
geſteal way myndekul ok his pꝛoper kraylte k wyc- 
kednes. Moneis lyke to the gode loꝛdein al the mer 
uelous creatures i heuẽ c erthe Al thy woꝛkes that 
thou haſt wrought be very godꝛa thy domes right 
wylextrewe:#by thy ꝓuidens al thiges be gouer- 
ned. Laude ⁊ gloꝛy be tothe that art the wyldome 
of the fad celeſtyal. My loule / my mouthe / with all 

partyes may loue the and pꝛayſethe wyth al other 
creatures wythout ende. Amen, ¶ The. xxiiii. 
d. A remẽbꝛaũce oꝛ repetig otthebñ faites ofgod. 
gHOdelozdeopen my herte in thy lawe ande in 
thy —— meto walke. Make me al⸗ 
way to vn ade thy wyl and pleaſour & dyly⸗ 
gently toſider with reuerẽtethy bñfaites botthe in 
general xi ſpecyal that I may dewly thanke the 
knowe#confeffe fo: trouthe that J may nat gyue 
to the dewethãkes fo: theleſtebfifitethat thou gy- 
ueſt and am vnwoꝛthy therof whã J conſider thy 
excellence and nobleneſle my ſpyꝛyte faylethein me 
fo: the great magnytude therol. Al thiges that we 
haue in body oꝛʒ ſoule within oꝛ without naturally 
oꝛ ſupnaturally wehaue ofthy gyft + al they tom⸗ 
mende the of whome al godenes cometh. r though 
lomeperceyueofthylarges mo graces oz bfifayres 
and ſomefewer:yet al that wehauecometh of the: 
Etheleſtegift may nat be had without the De that 
receyueth mozebounteoufly ofthy gzaces may nat 
toy therin as he had them ofhis owne merytes noꝛ 
he mape nat very woꝛthely exalte hym ſylfe aboue 


The thyꝛde 

other ne vylypende his inkerioure oꝛ thepoure.Foꝛ 
hethataſcrybeth nat to hym ſelfne to his merytes 
but only too the goodnes ofgod is moꝛe meke and 
in gyuingethankes vnto god moꝛe deuout. And he 
that foz all ſuche pꝛerogatyues repꝛeueth hym ſelfe 
moſte vyle and vn woꝛthy of other: heis moꝛe apte 
to pteyueotthe hand of almighty god moꝛe larger 
Fgpyfktes and hethat pertceyueth fewer gyktes ol god 
owe nat therfoꝛe to beheuy ne wrothe ne enuyoꝰ a 
geinſt his rycher:but he owe rather thãke the good 
nes ok god that ſo frely @ ſo abũdãtly gyueth to his 


creates without any ꝑlonal cõcepciõ al thiges com 


okthe. a ther foꝛethou art tobe magnit᷑yed x pꝛaiſed 
in al thinges. Thou knowiſt godeloꝛde what thig 
is expedient tobe gyuen vnto euery man And why 
this plone recepueth ofthy larges moꝛe. an other 
leſſe:it perteyneth not vnto vs but to theto diſcerne 
the whiche alonly knowelt euery mannis merytes 
1 reputeit foꝛ agreatebenefytegetentomeofthy 
goodnesthatJ haue nat gretgifteswherbyJſhol 
de haue any vaynelaude oꝛ pꝛayſige outwardly of 
the peple. So yf micolyder wel his vylite pouerte 
& grete indygente. he wolde nat be heuy tzoubled 
in hymſelfe: but he wolde rather take ther ofgrete 
conſolacvon #gladnesofſouleFo2 thou gode loꝛde 
choſe and doo contynually chele pore and humble 
c ſuche as the woꝛlde dil pileth. to thy fuyce#fami 
liarite.as is ſhewed manifeſtly by the apoſtles ſyn 
gulerly choſen ot the whomethou madepzices ot al 


che wonde, that nat en guerſacidck 
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yuinge was without repꝛete amõg inẽ ſo huinbly 
#ſknple without deceite# malite that they fuffred: 
gladiyfo2 thy name repuĩge a ſcourgiges a greuoꝰ 
peines with deth at thelaſt the which al behoublex 
diſpytful to woꝛdly folke. wherfoꝛe there ought no 
thige lo glad thy louer a kno wer of thy bñkytes as 
thy wyl to be fullylled in him# the plelure ok thy et 
nal diſpolycion. wherofhe ought to be lo wel 2tete 
and pleled as at the oꝛdynaunte ot god it is tohym 
as lete to betheleſteæ loweſt as an otheꝛdeſyꝛeth to 
behyeſt and moſt reputed and to be content ⁊ peled 
with theloweſt place as an other with thehyeſt x 
tobe as gladly abiecte and diſpycable as other doth 
deſy2e to be hye dt aboue other ithe woꝛlde. Foꝛ thy 
loue # wyl gode loꝛde owe tofcel al other thiges & 
moꝛeto pleſe mã thã al other bfifytes giuen o2 tobe 
gyuen to man. ¶ The. xxv.chapt᷑.iiii.thvnges 

b:gngepeſeto man. „ : 

 f- Durethinges ſon therbethat make a man to 
be in gretepele a lyberte of ſoule.Fyꝛſt is that 
à man ſhal ſtudy rather to do and folowe an other 
mannys wyll than his owne: An other is to cheſe 
to haueles oftẽꝑal godes oꝛ woꝛchippes rather thã 
moꝛe.The.iii.is to cheſe euer the lower lete oꝛ place 
t tobe vnder alway nat aboue. The fourth is to 
delyre that he wyl of god be holy done in the. ſuche 
a ꝑſone ẽtreth the endys of pele# reſt.¶ oꝛde laythe 
thedeuout ſoule.thy woꝛde foꝛſayde is ſhoꝛte c cõ⸗ 
teyner of gretepfecciõ it is lytel and I hoꝛt in ꝓnun⸗ 
ciacvõ t ful in ſlenceæ vertue. It I coude wel kepe it 
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Icholde nat be ſo ſonetroubled as J am Foꝛ as oft 
as J am greued x diſpleſid. I fidein me that J go 
d oft from this doctrine but thou godeloꝛdethat al 
may.and alſo loueth wel and pfyteofmanisſoule 
encreaſe thy grace in me that J may acopliſſhethy 
woꝛde vnto my laluacyon. ie 
¶ The. xxvi chapt᷑ a pꝛayer ageyne euyl thoughtes 
Il Ode god J beſeke the not to belonge ablent 
From me. but gyue alway hede to me in helpi⸗ 
geme. vaine thoughtes haue rylẽ agayne me with 
many trous that haue troubled me. Howe hall 
paſſe vnhurte and howelhal J bꝛeke them and el⸗ | 
capebut yfthou helpe Thou ſayſteto thy ſeruannt | 
Ichal go befoꝛethe.æ Iſhal hũble them that ioye | 
dt truſt in erthly gloꝛye I chal open tothe / the gatis 
of darknes a Iſhal ſhewethe my lecretis do gode 
loꝛde as thou pmyles dwel in mer chaſe fꝛo me al 
wycked #euyl thoughtes my hopes refugeſiguler 
is to fle to the in euerytrybulacion #tocal vpõ the 
with inward cõ kidẽte to be helped paciẽtly abydige 
thy conſolatyon; 'C{ The. xxvli. chapter a deuout 
pꝛayer foꝛ theillumynacvon of mãnes mynde. 
o Thou godeihelu clazyfye me with theclaryte 
- Þofenerlaſtingelyght#chaſe fro myn hert al 
maner derkenes. Stablyſſije the great vagaciõs of 
my midethat J ſuffer bꝛeke a deſtroyethe vyolent 
teptacios that am acõbꝛed with fight ſtrõgly foꝛ 
me a kere away the euyl beſtes that is to ſay my le⸗ 
chero? ęcupiſſens that J am moued # tept by.that 
peſe may beĩ meby thy vertue might. ſo that lau 
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de may ſoũdeto the in the hal of my ſoule cõmaũde 
the wyndis e tẽpeſtys oftrouble x tẽptatyvõ c the ſe 
ful ot möſtres and peryles to ceſe.at ſay to the noꝛth 
wynde that it blowe nat. And than ſhal be a grete 
trandlyte.ſendeout thy light of truthe that it may 
ſchyne vpon erth oꝛ Jam as the erth vaync a barẽ 
vnto thou illumyne me Sende outthy grace from 
aboue.anoyntemy here wyth thy grace celeſty all. 
ſende in to methe terys ol deuociõ to make moyſt a 
wete my dꝛy loulethat it may bzige fo2th gode fru 
te d the fkrute of gode warkige. NRayle vp my minde 
the which is oppſſid with the burdẽ of ſyn ſuſpẽd 
my deliꝛe holy to heuẽly thiges ſo that theſwetnes 
ot heuenly felicite taſted. I may lothe to thynke ot 
erthlythinges. Rauyſſhe me krom the vnſtedfaſt co 
ſolacid of al creatures. foꝛ no creat thinge may fully 
ſateſfie min appetite Joyne me godeloꝛde tothe wi 
thethebãde ofinſeperableloue.oꝛthou aloneſuffy 
ſyſt to thy louer. aud withoutthe nm 
be vayne and of no valure. | 
¶ The.xxviii.chapf,howa manſhuldeeſchewvets 

mquy:ebelily of an othermannesdedys; . 
Oe faith god tohislouer.bethou natcurio? 
to leke vanytes oꝛ euyl queſtyons otother mẽ 
nys conuerſaciõ in woꝛde oꝛ dede. Folowethou me 
what pteineth to the this oz that. oꝛ what this mã 
is oꝛthat.oꝛellys what this mã doth oꝛ ſayth ande 
whatthat. thou ſhalnat giue accõpt fo2 other mẽis 
dedis but fo thin owneſelfewherfoz thã doſe thou 
wrap the in luche vayne queſtyõs. I knowe euery 


and to what ende he enten 
layeth oꝛ doeth wh deth his 


to my iugement. and to kepe thy ſelfe in gode peaſe 


late him that wãdꝛeth wider and dꝛyue as he wyl 
At the laſt ſhal fal vnto hym that he hath defuedi 


woꝛde oꝛ dede foꝛ he maye nat deceyue me. Deſyꝛe 
chou nat grete fame ourward negretefamulparite 
with lolke no pꝛyuateloue of any ꝑſon toꝛ theſethi 
ges gẽdreth diſtraccõs ot mãnes ſoule a gret erours 
e derknes ol mãnes hert. I woldeſpek to the glad⸗ 
ly my woꝛdes a my toũceſes⁊ ſecretys'J wolde ſhe 
wethe yfthou wolde diligẽtli obfue my cõmig ope 
nige the doꝛeokthy hert to me. be thou ꝓuydẽt and 
wakinge in prayers. humblynge the in al thynges 
CThe.xrir.chapt In whatthiges ns very 
* and pꝛofyteotf man. 

On Ilayde ones to my dilciples I leuepeas 
with vou t gyue vou my peſe I gyue you my 
pele nat as the worde doth that now giueth peſe# 
nowe trowbles + warre. al folke del yꝛe peas but al 
dothe nat ſeke the very thiges that pertayne to peſe 
My peſe is with hiiblepſons + inoctt thy peſeſhal 
bein moche pacyens. y thou wyl here mei foloive 
my woꝛdethouſhalt haue moch peſe in al thy wer 
kes geue hede what thou doſt lay oz intendinge al 
wey to pleſe me only. and nothinge without meto 
delyꝛe oꝛ ſeche Alſo be thou nat curyoꝰoꝛ beſy todiſ 


c erne oꝛ iuge other mẽnys woꝛdes oz dedes ne mell 
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ſhuld therfozecomyt al thiges to mec 
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nat okthinges that be nat perteynige to the thus 
doyngethou chal lytel oꝛ ſeldom be troubled neuer 
toſuffer any heuynes oꝛ pfbacyonof body oꝛ ſoule: 
logith nat to this lyfe. but to the eſtate olthe lyfe to 
tom. where euer quietnes a peſeis.ſuppoſenat ther 
kozethat thou haſt foũde veꝛipele loꝛthat thou feliſt 
no heuynes ne grauite.ne thinke nat that al is wel 
about the.if thou haue no aduerſary.neſuffer2tra 
Ddiccyon.no2reputenat the therfozepfyte.fo: that al 
thinges be done after thy mynde e delyze.noꝛ thou 
ſhal nat reputetheto be byloued 02 too be in the fa⸗ 
your o2 grace with almighty god if thou haue any 
gyft oflwetnes oꝛ deuocyon Foꝛ a true louer ot᷑ vet 
tueis natknowen in ſuchethinges noꝛ the pꝛokytte 
dyn perfectvon ofmanne ſtondeth nat in ſuche butin 
ſttqhatrather that thou offredeſt thy ſylfe withe all 
tchyn hert vnto the wyll or god. nat ſekyngthygo- 
dis oz thyne owne wyl to bedone in lytel oꝛ mykyl 
ſoo that thou take euenly wyth thank es pꝛoſperoꝰ 
thqhynges and aduelytees.weynge al in alyke balaũ 
te. ifthou be ſo ſtronge in hope that when thonlac- 
keſtinwardeconſolacyon. than thou pꝛepareſt thy 
herte too luffer gretter thynges thannebykoꝛe. nat 
reputyngethy ſelfe ryghtwyle oꝛ holy:then thou 
Walk ein thetrue and ryght way of peſe. and wp 
tho doubtethen thou ſhalt ſe my face in euerlaſtĩ 
geisy and ifthou come to the full contempte ot thy 
elde then thou ſhalt hauethe habnndaũce ofpele af 
ter thy poſſybilyteas a wayfereremay haue. 


¶ The.xxxchapterofthe-peemynensofafremyn_ | 
de and howepꝛaveꝛs precallithlef ?; 


l Odethisisthe warkeofaperfitemannener | 
- © tolofehisſoulefromtheſpecnlacyon o2ofthe 
ſyght ofheuenly thinges and to go amonge many 
vel yneſles as without all belynes nat as an ydelk | 
mãne dut by a pꝛerogatyue ot fre mynde nat lyuyn 
geby oꝛdynate affercũ to any creature I beleke the | 
moſtegode c almighty god pfuemefro thebeſines | 
ofthis lyfe.thatJbenat wrapt ouermocheby the | 
manyfoldeneceſſaryes of my bodyethat J be nat | 
caught biluſtofbodydeliuer me J beſekethefr6 al 
maner of ipedimetis& enemyes to my ſouleto ſaue | 
methat Jbenatcaſtdounez bꝛokeby outragious i 
heuynes nat by ſuche vanites as the wozldebeſely | 
deſyreth.butby ſuch myſeries as ol the tomõ male 
Diccidõ ot mãkide doth greue peynfully thybuaũtes | 
that they may nat haueltberte ot ſoule to be ioyned 
tothe as they wolde. gode loꝛde turneal carnal 2ſs ll | 
lacið ĩ me ĩto bitt᷑nes that ſhold entyſe a dꝛawe me ll - 
by fals tens ofgoodnesfro thecoteptacyone#loue | 


-ofeuerlaſtingethingesLettemenatbeouercomof | 
fleſſhly luſte. Let menatbediſſeyuedby the woꝛlde 4 
: 2bytheſhozte glozye+pompetherof.nozletteme 1 


be ſupplãted o be begiled by the cawtels @ decettes 
ofthe deuyl. Gyne me J beleketheſtrengthto reliſt 
al euyl.paciẽs toſufferaduerſitesx ſtablenes ot per 
.ſeuerafice.Granntemefo: al woꝛldly conſolactons 
'thelwetegracyous vnceyon oktheholy gooſt a foꝛ 
Al carnalłloue.pet into my ſoule the loue of thyne 
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holy name. Mete a dꝛynke and dothe a other netel 
ſaryes to the bodye. be peyntul c oneroꝰto a feruẽt 
ſpiri emegode loꝛde to vſe ſuchebodelytõ 
foꝛtes tẽꝑatly.ſo that I be nat wrapped in outra⸗ 
gyo? delire of ſuche thiges. to foꝛſake alſuche hode 
ly neceſcytes I may natlefully.foznaturemuſtbe 
ſuſtayned but to ſeche luchethinges in ſupfluyte oz 
ſuche thiges as be moꝛe delectablethã pfytable.the 
holy lawefoꝛbedeth it fo: ellys thefteſſheofmanne 
ſhulde rebel ayenſt the ſoule.amõge al ſuchethiges 
gode loꝛde Ibeſeke the that thy hideofgracemay © 
teche c gouerne meeuer. that J admyt no ſuchethi 
ges in lupfluyte. 475 e 
¶ The. xxxi.chapt᷑ the loue ot pꝛiuat thiges cotFmã 
nys ſelfeletteth theperkite goodnes of mãnis toule. 

Oe ykthou wylt poſſeſle god almyghtyetoo 

del ithy ſoule:thou muſt eſchewexfozſake 
al thy wyl foꝛ him. ſo that only thou gyuethy wyl 
holy vnto his wyl Foꝛ the pꝛopyr loue ofthyſelte is 
moꝛe diſauaũtageto thethan any erthly thynge af 
ter thyn affeccyð a loue thou ẽclyneſt to euery thige 
moꝛe oꝛ leſſe ytthy loue bepureſymple and well oz 
deredthou ſhalte not be ouercomen by inoꝛdynate 
del yre of ſuche erthely thynges. Couet natte ſuche 
thynges as it is vnleful the too haue. Moꝛ yet haue 
thou nat indedenoꝛin delyꝛe that thynge that chal 
lettethe oꝛthy inwardly liberte okthy ſoule J haue 
meruayleſeythe god to his louer that man gyueth 
nat hym to me with all his herte to gyther withall 
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otherthigesthathehath 02 defyeth to haue why 

rt thou fatigate wyth luperkluous beſynes oꝛ de⸗ 
— — man waſted by vayne heuynes. Lette 
hym ſtondeto my pleaſour and wylk: and than he 
ſhal tele no heuynes ne harme. thou lechethis thi 
geoꝛthat / oꝛto be here oꝛ there foꝛthy ꝓtyte oꝛ tom 
modyte thou ſ halt neuer be quyte nere krom beſy 
nes of mynde. Foꝛ in euery thyngebeſydeineisſo- 
me defaut ot godenes:and no placeis voyde of alle 
aduerſyte.wherfozeſythtranſytozy and woꝛldlye 


thynges / rycheſſes oz wozſhyppes multiplyedi de⸗ 


deo2 in delyꝛe:dothe nat helpe mannes ſoulebut ra 
ther the contempte and hate of luchethinges pꝛoky 
— — —— anenſt god: Fo2 al ſuche chall 
paſſe wyth the wonlde. The platethat a man dely⸗ 
tethſhaliytheipehym:ifthelpyyteofcharyte's 
grace be nat with hym:#ſuchepeas as manſeketh 
without foꝛthe lhalk nat longe ſtondeifit lacke the 
very foundament ol ſtabylnes that is to lay it man 
ſtõde nat in god almyghty whych is groundeof al 
ſtablenes. He may welchaũge his plate:but he ſhal 
nat de auaũtaged in ſoule.Foꝛ whider ſo euer ama 
kleyth he ſhal tynde ſuche octalyon as he fleyth. 
¶ CT. xxxti.chapter.an oꝛyſon foꝛ the pourgynge of 
mannesſouleandfo2grace, _ 
9 Onkerme me godeloꝛdebythy grate c make 
me lad in vertueinwardlyinſoule Make my 


hert voide ofal vnpꝛofitablebeſynes:and nat tobe 


dꝛawen oꝛ led by the vnſtable delyzeof any thynge 


what euerit be vrie oꝛpcioꝰꝛbut to 9 
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togeder with my ſelfeas tranſitoꝛ y. No thing vnd 
the ſon is ſtable xpmanet but al is vanyte æ aſtlyc⸗ 
tyon to mannes ſoule. Howe wyſeis hethat lo vn⸗ 
derſtondeth and perceyueth. Graũt me goodelozde 
heuenly wyledom that J may lerne to ſeche and to 
fyndethe aboue al other thyngeto ꝛceyue c louethe 
aboue al thiges:x to vnderſtonde al other thinges 
as they beafter the oꝛder ofthy wyſedom gyue me 
grateto berepꝛudẽtiy the pſperite#pleaſourofthe 
woꝛlde c paciẽtly toſuffer aduerſyte:toꝛ it is great 
wyl dom nat to bemoued with any blaſt of winde 
ne to entende to any flateringe tale. ¶ The. xxxtit. 
chapt how a man ſhuldebehaue hi agaiſt detrateid 
[On lapthe oureloꝛde to his iouer:thou ſhaite 

nat be heuy it a man ſay vł oʒ haue an vl opy⸗ 
nyon ok thethat thou wolde nat gladlye here. Foꝛ 
thou oughttoiugethy lelfe to be woꝛſer moꝛe vyle 
ofcondicion than other people be: Ifthou gad thy 
ſelſe ſo ĩ̃wardly thouſhalt nat gretly pond fleynge 
wWoꝛdes. it is nat alytel argumentp2udes oz wyl dõ 
a man to kepeſcylensintymeofytſaideo2 done to 
hym to ⁊uert hym ſelfĩwardly to god z nat tobe 
inquyete ot᷑ mannes iugemẽt. Let nat thy peaſebef 
mines woꝛd. wheder they lay wel or the oꝛ yl thou 
art one ⁊ nat chaunged by theyꝛe woꝛdes. wherets 
trewepeale ⁊ true gloꝛy but in god. he that deſireth 
neytherto plealemen noꝛ dꝛedethe nat to dylpleale 
them:he lhal fynally haue great peaſe:oꝛ of ioꝛdy 
nat loue⁊ vayne dꝛedecometh al inqͥ etnes of hert c 
diſtruccion offoule, eee 
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C The. recii.chap?.God almyghty is to heſwar⸗ 
dlycalledandblyſſedintymeoftribulacyon; 


r Dy holy name goodeloꝛde be alwaye blyſſed 
that haſt wylled this trouble oꝛ temptacvõ to 
fal pon me. J may nat lle ne eſchewe it: but J ha⸗ 
ue nedeto fle to thy goodenes foꝛ helpe and ſocoure 
thut thou may turneit to my well. Goode loꝛde 
am nowe in trouble and it acoꝛdeth nat to welle to 
my hert. oꝛ J am greatly vexed of this pᷣſent pal⸗ 
ſvon. what thal I ay that am tached th? wyth tri 
bulacions, Sauemegode loꝛde in this howre J co 
meto thein this houre oftroublethat thy godenes 
may beknowen whan J (halbe delyuered by the: 
ofmy greathumyliacio+troublethat J am ipleſe 
It thy godeneslozdegodto delyyermetherof, fo? 

knowenat whatmaydotomy dilcharget well 
whyther J may go wWythoutthe.Gratit mepaciẽs 
gode loꝛde: alſo nowe helpe me gode lozdex Jſhal 
nat dꝛede what euer fal to me. whatchal Jſſay i all 
my aduerſitees;butthatthy wil be donei me. Jha 
ue wel debued to betroubled and vered wheꝛfoꝛe 
muſt ſuffer wolde god J myght ſo do with paciẽ 
te tylthe tẽpeſt be paſt:c better foꝛtune folowe. god 
almyghty thou may take kro methis tẽptaciõ:ifit 
bethy pleaſour:that I be nat ouercome therof:as 
thou haſt oft done. Foꝛ the moꝛe hardeit ſemeth to 
meto fuer ſuchetemptacion:the moꝛe nere is thy 
right honde to chaũgett. ¶ The. xxxv.chapt howe 


man chulde aſkethehelpeofgodtruttingein hym I 


torecouergraceloſte; by deuout me 
Li 
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t On ſapth our loꝛde to his louer Jam thy loꝛ⸗ 

degod:that do confoꝛte my ſeruauntes in the 
day ok trouble. Come therfoꝛeto me whan it is nat 
wel wyth the. it dothe lettetheto haue conſolacyon 
krom aboue:that thou ſlowiy kalleſt to pꝛayer fo2a 
reimedye. Foꝛ befoꝛethou pꝛaieſt to me deuoutiy foꝛ 
helpe and conſolacyon. thou ſekeſte many inwarde 
conſolacyonsfoz thy refreſſhynge whyche al auay 
leth the lytel vnto thou conceyueinwardly that = 
alonly delyuer aud helpe in nede them that truſt in 
me. without methereis no valable oꝛ p:ofytable 
counſel ne remedyedurableand abydinge. but reſu 
methy ſpyꝛpt t be recõtoꝛted ji the lyght otłmy mer 
cyes. Foꝛ Jam nere t redy to repare al thiges that 
be ruynous:nat onely tothe ſtate that they were ol 
befoꝛe:but alſoto they perfecciõ. Mo thige is tome 
harde oꝛ ĩpoſſyble: J am nat lyke to the that ſayſte 

moꝛethanthou doſte ĩ dede. fkoꝛmy woꝛde e dedeis 
al one: where is thy faith! ſtõde fermely a pfeuerat 
ly ĩ thy fayth & my kuyce. Be ſtrõgly abidinge ĩ me 
and thou ch alt haueconfoꝛt in tyme aueniẽt.abyde 
mea Ichal come ſone and hele the. it is alytel tẽpta 
cyon that dothe verethet a vaynedꝛedethat dothe 
kere the. why art thou bely obout thynges oꝛ chaũ⸗ 
tes nat yet beynge but fo2 tocome:the whyche en⸗ 
creſeth thy heuines. it is ſufficiẽt to the / day his wyc 
kednes:it is but vanyteo2ydelnestobetroubled oz 
tobegladattheauentureofthingestocome which 
pauenture chal neuerfal. But manys cddycyon is 
to bediſceyued by ſuch vmaginaciõs.⁊ it is a token 
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of an vnſtable ſoule:that is ſo ſoneled froo gode by 
ſuggeſtid of the enemy foꝛ he pondeth nat whed he 
deceyue by true ſuggeſtiõs oꝛ fals: whed hethꝛowe 
downe by the blyndeloue ok thiges ßſent oꝛ by dꝛe⸗ 
de ofthiges fo2 to come. Be thou nat aterde ne trou 
bled ĩ ſoule Truſt in my mercy whan thou troweſt 
to be farfro me. J am oft moꝛe nere the. whã thou 
wenyltto be holly loſt: than thou moſtedeſeꝛueſtre 
warde. althis is nat loſt whã thou feleſt 2trariouC 
nes in thy minde Thou ſhuldenatiuge after thy ſe 
ſual felinge ne take eueryvexatcõn hopinge neuer to 
eſcape it. Kepute the nat al foꝛſake whan Jſede the 
anytribulacis: fo: by fuch trybulacion it is come to 
thekyngdom or heuen:it is moꝛe expediẽt tothe: + 
to my other ſeruaũtes fo2 to be ꝓued in aduerſitees 
than to haue ech thyngeafter theyꝛ wyl. J knowe 
the hydthoughtes ol mã It is expedict to thy helth 
F laluatiõ to be lefte ſomtymeto thy ſelfe wythout 
goſtly ſauer:that thou be nat inklate by pꝛyde c lyft 
vp aboue thy ſelfe:thinkig the tobe better thã thou 
art in dede: I may take away whã my lyſt that J 
gyue to any man:æ reſtoꝛeit tothem whan J wylk 
wha J gyue any gyft oꝛ grace to any ꝑlõ it is myn 
that I gqvue:a whan Jwythdꝛawe it J take but 

mynowne. Foz al godes & euery pertite giłt is myn 
if Iſende the any trouble bodely oꝛ goſtly dil deine 
nat therot᷑:nelet nat thyn hert fal therby into grete 
heupynes. Foꝛ J may ſonelytt the vp againe ⁊chaũ 
ge thy heuynes itoioy.Meuertheles Jam rightwy 
ſe q moch to be recõmẽded — 

iii 
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ſuch aduerfite o2ſcon2ges:if thou wiivndſtad thon 
oughtneuertobeheuy fo: the aduerlites that ſẽd 
the:but rather to thanke me: to repute it afiguler 
ioy that I ſpare the nat in ſuche peynful affliccy6s 
that I lende the. Foꝛ I ſayde to my diſciples / 10 
ue pou as my faderdyd me:though / ſende vou ĩto 
the woꝛldenat to haue ioves ofthe wozld but gret 
batayles:natto haue woꝛldly honoures but deſpy 
tes:nat to be idel but to labout:nat to haue reſt but 
to gad moch krute ofſaued people:into the beꝛne oꝛ 
church of god: lyke as J was ſent to alſo. Baue mĩ⸗ 

de ſon okthele woꝛdes. ¶ The. xxx vii. chapt᷑. How 
al creates chulde be ſet aſide that wemay fide god: 
| Ozdegod laith a deuout ſoule to our loꝛde 
hauenedeto haue moꝛe gracethan I haue yet 
if Jſhuldecome thyder where no man necreature 
ſhal let me. Foꝛʒ as longe as any creature reteyneth 
me by lokynge okthy loue J may nat kle to the frely 
He deſpꝛed to fle krely that ſaide theſle woꝛdes who 
ſhal gyue me wiges as a doue that J may fle reſt 
where pfyte reſt is. what thinge is moꝛe quiete and 
reſtfult than is a lymple iye. And who fleyth moꝛe 
frely ito the knowlege and loue of god: tha hethat 
delyzetheno thynge here in erthe. He therfoze that 
wyl ſtande in eleuacion okmynde: c o beholdethe 
gode loꝛde maker ot al thige he muſt ouerpas euery 
creature c koꝛſake hym ſelke with other 2ſiderig his 
loꝛdeto hanenothinge lyke hym: but thathepcelal 
creatures in thy loue. And but if a man be kre low 
fed from inoꝛdinateloue otal creatures he may nat 


| _ * (Thethye ” =o 
frely lyfthym vp by tõtẽplaciõ & loue otheucly thi- 
ges:thertoꝛ fewe folke be fotidecontemplatyue; foꝛ 
fewede foũde / that fullye ſequeſtrate them ſelfe fro 
erthly thinges / that be but trãſitoꝛv.to ꝑtẽplaciũõ is 
great grace reqͥred:. Foꝛ by grate a man muff i the 

dede ofcontẽplaciõ be lyſt aboue hym ſelfe. # but it 
. © hebelyft vp in in ſpiryte aboue al creatures erthlye 
t be holly vnyte to god almyghty: what ſo euer he 


dan oꝛ hath of vᷣtueis but oflytel pꝛice afoꝛegod:he 


hal longe belytel in vertue: c lye lõge in erthe that 
reputith oꝛ pꝛayſeth anythynge but onely eternall 
| | Aron 690 had of godalmyghtye.and what 

o euer thinge is nat god almyghty oꝛ tohym refer 
red is nought / tobe acoũted fo nought. Great dif 
ferens is bit wene the wyldom of a deuout and illu 
mynedperſ6 ofgod;and the cũning oka lettred cler 
keoꝛa ſtudent.Foꝛ that doctryne is moꝛe woꝛthy ⁊ 
bett that cometh by the influẽceok godthanit that 
cometh by thelabour of mannys wyt. many delire 
to cometo ⁊tẽplaciõ but ewe ſtudy foꝛſuche thiges 
as be reqͥred thertoĩ exercyle.a a greate ipedyment 
thertois that we ſtondeĩ lignes & in ſẽlible thinges 
labour nat to moꝛtykye vs tro them ne to delpyſe 
theyme pfytely befozeas we ſhulde do. Howe is it 
and wyith what ſpyꝛyt be weled: J wot nat that 
be repuputed ſpũal pſons:#yet we labour moꝛe a⸗ 
bout vyle c tranſitoꝛy thinges:than about ſpiial a 
bout the whyche ſcarſly at any tyme welabour oꝛ 
thinkeiwardly withſuſpeſing ofouroutwardelſs 
lisfothat we wey nat our wazkes ſtraitly oꝛ euẽly 


Patte 
as we owe to do. Foꝛ wherupon our affeccyon re⸗ 
ſteth we do nat attende / ne we lament nat our vyle 


and vnclene dedis and therupõ foloweth that wha 


our in warde affection is coꝛrupte / that the dede fo⸗ 
lowynge d pcedyngetherofts neceſſaryly coꝛrupte 
Fo: of aclenehert cometh gode dedis and vertuous 
liuynge. Euery man lecheth the dede ot what ande 
howe moche he may do oꝛ doth. But how vertuoꝰ 
a man is it: that is nat ſo dyligentlye ſoughte. Foz 
à ryche man / oꝛa ſtrouge man / foꝛ a gode laboꝛer: a 
gode wryter / a goode linger / a fayꝛe man oꝛ womã 
oꝛ foz an able perſone euery man dyligently ſeketh 
But howe mekein loule luche a perſonis / ho we pa 
cientihowe deuout / oꝛ wel dyſpoled inwardly heis 
no queſtiõ is made. Matureſheweth the outwarde 
godes of man but grace toꝛneth it ſelfeto theĩward 
vertues ot man. Mature with gyktes natural is oft 
diſteyued. but the ſouletruſteth i god that hebe nat 
diſceyued: ¶ The. xxxvii.chapter how manchul 


de foꝛſake hym elke and al couetyſe. 


Ondapyth our loꝛde thou may nat haue pfyte 
Hl vyberte:but if thou vtterly koꝛſake thy ſelfe: al 
pꝛopꝛietaries and louers ofthem leltbe fetered and 
nat fre:as couetous folke / curious and vaingloꝛioꝰ 
that leke alway riches honours + delectable thiges 
ct nat ſuche as ꝑteyne to ieſu cryiſte Suche kolke oft 
feyne d cõpounde ſuchethinges as be nat ſtable but 
faylinge foꝛ al thinge chal periſſhe that is natbegon 
ft cauſed of god. Holde welthis choꝛt woꝛde. Fozſa 
ke al thynges {02 god and thouſhalt finde al thiges 


thyide 
Foꝛlake e e * this 
thinge in thy mynde beſyly thou lhalt vnderſtãd 
al thynges. Loꝛdethis is nat one daye werke noꝛ a 
light thinge toattayne. Foꝛ al perfeceyõ or relygyõ 
is tompꝛyſed therin Son thou ſhoulde nat ſonebe 


auerted netaſt doũe by diſpatzewhẽ thou heriſt the 


10u0ked to 


wayes ofperfytfolke.but rather to be 
hy & at the leſte to inkoꝛte 
deſizetothemJ woldethdu com there to that thou 
loued nat carnally thyſelte. but that thou wolde fo 
lowe my coũſel in al thynges thã thou ſhould be as 
Jſaydeandalthy1yfeſhuldeveled with toy#peſs 
thou haſt vet manythynges tobefozfake c left the 
which but yfthou holy leue and reſyne to me:thou 
ſhalt nat attayne that thou delyꝛeſt Itounteyl the 
to by ot me brent golde. that is to ſay heuenly wyl⸗ 
dom the which dyſpileth al erthli thĩges that thou 
may be very ryche. Lay thou aſyde al erthly wyſ- 
dom c al inoꝛdynate pleſure of thy ſelfoꝛany other 
c thou ſhalt haue heuẽly wilds therfoꝛe. the which 
wyſdom though it be reputed lytyl worth in erthe 
t oferthly folke: yet it is a p̃cyoꝰ margarete hydde 
fro many #gretly delyꝛed ofmany, - 

¶ The.rrrviitchapterofthevnſtablenesofthehex 


teofman and howe man cholde i vp and 


oꝛder his hert and mynde to god. * 
On layth ourloꝛdetruſt nat to moche to thin 

. one wyt and affeccyon the whiche is nowe 
here nowe there ſone chaũged from onethige to an 

other Foz as lõge as thou lyueſt thou ſhalt be chaũ 


? by deuout 
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„Patte 
able ſubiect to mutabilyte ageynſt thy wyl. nov 
ſchaltthdu be glad now heux. nowe wel plelyd acõ 
tent a ſonediſcontẽt nowe deudut a ſoneindeucut 
nowebely in mide c werker nowelleuthful nowe 
thou art lyght a mery æ lone att ſad æ troubled but 
a wyſe mã and wel taught in ſoule ſtandeth ſtably 
im al uche mutacvons. nat attendynge what he te 
lith in him ſelle. oꝛof what partiethe wynde uf thy 
ſtablens bloweth: but rather that all the intente ol 
his ſoule a mynde may come t ꝓfyt to the dewee 
beſt ende. and on this wyle may a man alwaye on 
abyde holy as longe as the ſimple entẽt of his ſoule 
amogeal ſuche variactos is nat vndered but direct 
to mecũtynually The moꝛe pure q clene the intẽciõ 
of mãnes ſoule ts the moꝛe ſtedfaſtly he goth amõg 
ſuch ſtoꝛmes and troubles. But in many thynges 
igthe pure iye ot mãnes ſoule made darke. A mane 
lyghtely beholdeth a delectble obiect that is pᷣſentw 
too hym ande anonethe ſoule is infecte by onlefutt | 
deſy2e, Fo: ſeldom ſuche —— al kre and vnfecte 
ofthe venomeoftheyꝛe. ſechynge As we rede 
by exaumpleofthe Jewys thewhych cam in to be 
tanie to marcha & mary d not foꝛ Jhon only butte 
fo: toſelazar,wherfo:e the eye of mãnys intencion 
is to beclenſed ſothat it be right wis aboue all va 
ryant meanys derecte to me. 
¶ The. xxxix.god almyghty ſauoꝛeth tohisouer 
ST _— al thynges. 
b yholdemy Loꝛde god #byholde all thynges 


what thynge may J moꝛe gracyouſly c bett 
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abſentthefromHym. thynges be tedydus tohym. 
Thou godelowealonemakeft n peatyble hert and 
allo a greate giadneſſe ſolẽpne ioyfulnes ĩ mãnys 
lotile. Thou makeſta man fele wele ok alk thynz 

ti to loue thein al thinge. a withoute thy goodnel 
no thynge may longe pleaſe man: but it any thyne 
ſhalbethankfulf a well ſauozy to man / thy grace 
mult be pꝛelent wildom. ik thou good loꝛd ſauouz 
plelantiy to any man. what thynge ſhal nat be dy⸗ 
lectable to hym / ai thy goodnes laudur nat to mã 
what may beioytul to hym. Sothely noo thyunge. 
"But woxldly wylemen kawtethe in thy wyſdome 
Toode loꝛde. and they lyke wyſe that ( auoujeth! e 
fleſſhly delyꝛes. Foz in ſuche wiſdom andnoug ty 
wa pes be many vanytees and\ptritual dethe kolo⸗ 
wethe. and they that folowetheg ode loꝛde by con⸗ 
tempt of the woꝛlde e by — oftheir body 
oꝛ bodely luſtis bekno wen to be very wyſe leꝛ they 
be tranſfourm ed kro vanyte totrouthtandfrocar- 
iche ſones dothe almy⸗ 
ghty god\wetelyſauour, 1d what ſo euer govde. 


nelle oz delectacon they fynde1 any creature they re 
kecrealtothelauvespzoyſingeofthecreatureof al 


arte 
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ellynge#trafiſcedinge al lightes create perſethe 
inwa! epartesofmyn hert with demons 
purylyeglad;claryfye and quikenmyſptrire with 
his powers to enclyne æ be ioyned to the from vn 
table exteſſes. O whan ſhal that bleſſydhoureco 
me moſt to be delyred wha Jſhalbeſaciat + reple⸗ 

hed with thy blyſfulpſece.thatthou may be to 

me al in al oꝛ al pleſures poſſybletobedeſyred.Foz 
as longe as that gyft is nat giuen to me. my ful ioy 
ſhal nat be. yet is myn olde mã that is to ſay my bo 
dy lyuige in me by his venomoꝰ ꝛcupiſcence not ful 
ly crucyfyed oꝛ moꝛtyfyed in me as vet my body co 
5 ſtrõgly a gaynſt my ſoule it moueth inwar⸗ 
alles and ſuffereth nat the reygne yfmy ſoule 
tobeſreftbutthou godelozdthathaſtiacyS bps 
the lee. doſte myttigate his mouiges a flowinges 
aryſexhelp me quẽche a deſtroye thes outrago?me 
ulges or my fleſſhe wherwith J am loꝛe troubled 
deſtroy thẽ ĩ thy Stue+myght.ſhewe J beſeke the 
thy pouerc declare the right hãd vpõ mefoꝛ J haue 
no other hope butthe that art my loꝛde t ſau youre 
The ter howe no man mar belure from 
teinptacyon whyleshelyueth here, ay © Tel 
= Onſaithour lozdegod to hislonerthouChalt 
neuer delten eee as * 


The thyꝛde 

as thou ſhaltlyuehere.ſpiial armour ſhalbeneceſ- 
larye tothethou artcouerſafit amõgethy enemies 
con euery ſydethou art trouled a vexed.a thjerfoꝛe 
vkthou vle nat on euery hãde the chelde of pacyẽte. 
thou ſhal nat belõgevnwoũded moꝛe oueryfthou 
put nat thy herte ſtablein me and to ſuffer wythe 
gode and deuout wylle al maner ofthynges foꝛ the 
leue of me thoumayſte nat ſuffer this ardoure noꝛ 
com vnto thecrowe and rewarde ofbleſſydſoules, 
thou muſt therfoꝛe paſſe manly ouer al ſuchethyn⸗ 
ges and vſea mighty hade ageinſt thiges contra⸗ 
ry tothe. Foꝛ to a coquerour is pmyſed c graũted 
in rewarde angels foder to a ſleuthful c an idel mã 
is odeynedgretemyſeryeJfthou ſeke here reſt ho 
we ſhal thou com to euerlaſtige reſt and qͥetacyõ in 
heuẽ Gyue the nat heꝛeĩ the woꝛlde to gret reſt. but 
ather to grete pacyẽtce ageynſt aduerſites2tynual 
ly inſuinge Seke nat therfoꝛe truepele herein erth 
but in heuen whereit is. nat in man noꝛ in othercre 
Atures but ĩ god alone. Thou ought fo: theloue ot 
god ſuffergladly al laboures a ſoꝛowes tẽptacyõs 
& vexacvõs aduerſytescneceſſytes.infirmytes t in 
 fyryeobloges d repues / al tokens of mekenesa con 
fuſyons.co2reccyons#delpytes.thele thinges help 
to purches vᷣtues theſethiges ꝓueth the knyght of 
cryſte c maketh hym worthy theceleſtyal crowne 
2 ſayth our loꝛde god yeldeto my fuauntthat 

uethe mein ſuche wyſe as is ſpoken euerlaſtynge 
re warde foꝛ alytel ⁊ ſhoꝛt labour.æ gloꝛye infyny- 
te toʒ alytel confuſyõ.trowiſt * ayth our loꝛde 

i 


Parte: - 
to his fuatit that thou ſhalt haue alway ſpũat con 
ſolacios at thy wyl. My ſaiteshadnat ſuch 2ſola⸗ 
clons2tnual:but many dyuers teptacyons ᷑ grete 
plecucios:but wyth patiens they ouercam alſoche 
troubles:truſtinge moꝛe in methan in them ſelfetn 
uch peynes: knowynge wyththe Apoſtlethat the 
peines ofthis pᷣſent lyfebe nat worthy to debue the 
gloꝛy ofheue. woldethouhanethat anon that ma⸗ 

ny afozehaueſkarfly opteyned after many wepyn 
geterys c great labour. A byde paciẽtiy the gracioꝰ 
tomynge ok our loꝛde:labour mãly this vyneyarde 
the werkes ok rightwilnes: put thy 2fo:t ĩgod myl 
truſt hym nat: but ſtonde ſtrõgly in fayth a go nat 
kro his buyſethat he hath called the to c expoũethy 
body dc ſouleſtably and ſtrõgiy foꝛ theloue of gods 
and I hal be with thei al thy troubles a ſhal fully 
rewarde al that ſuffre+dofo2 me. ¶ The.rti.cha- 

pter:agaynſt the vayne tugementes of ment 
_ © Onſaythourlozdetohtstotuercaſtthyhert # 
loue vponthy lo2degod ſtedfaftive and dꝛede 
nat what man iugeth in the: where thy confcyence 
yeldethe thedeuout c ĩnocent.it is godeæ bleſſyd to 
kuffer a to be heuy. to an hũbleplone that truſtethe 
moꝛein god than in hym ſelfe, Many folke lay ma 
ny thyngesꝛẽ thertozelytel feith is to be gyuen but 
to ſatiſtte almentt is ĩpoſſyble. And thoughe ſaynt 
Powietheapoſtyl laboured to pleaſe al folke ĩ god: 
mahkige hym ſelke mete d apteto al mẽnys cõdicids 
fo2 they ſaluaciõ ⁊ lucre:pethe ſet litel by mẽnes iu 
gemẽt:that is to ſay mẽnys diſcõmẽdaciõ oꝛcõmẽ⸗ 


5 — ligentive fi 
acyon anenſt hym. He dy v Ive fo 
othermennesedyficacion c ſaluacion.but he fuffe- 
red other men to iugeoꝛ deſpyſe hym: he coude nat 
let. And thertoꝛe he cõmytted hym ſelfe c al his la⸗ 
bours to god almyghty that knoweth al thynge c 
What is beſt koꝛ mã. he defended hym ſelfeby pa⸗ 
cience and hum ylite agaynſt al his aduerſariesxle 
ſynge makers He anſwered ſotymeby woꝛde and 
writige againſt his detractours that he chulde nat 
be ſlaunder to other. what art thou that dꝛedeſte a 
moꝛtal man which is today# the moꝛowe apereth 
nat. dꝛede god d thou ſhal nat dzedemanes trours 
whan may any man woꝛkei the by woꝛdes oꝛ üiu⸗ 
ries:he ſhal rather noy him ſelfe than the. ne heſhal 
nat eſchewethe iugementes of god. who euer hebe 
haue thou god alway befoꝛe the c ſtryuenat again 
ſuchropleynige woꝛdes: and though thou ſemefoꝛ 
thetyme ouerthꝛowen and ſuffer ꝛtuſiõ 2trary to 
thy deleruiges dildayn natther with lyſt thou my⸗ 
niſſhe the crowne of glozy by ĩpaciẽs.but ratherbe⸗ 
holde methat may delyuer every man fro 2fuſyon 
c iniurye c rewardeeuery man att his meritis and 
trauayles. The.xlii.chapter it man wyl opteyne 
fredom ol hert he muſt holy foꝛſake hym ſelfe. 
- © Urloꝛde god ſaytheto his ßuaũt: ſon foꝛſake 
thylelfe:and thou ſhalt fynde me:ſtãde thou 
without the eleccyõ of thy fre wyl / a without al ꝓ⸗ 
pete thou ſhalł al way wyn:tfoz it thou leue thy 
ſelfe vtterly. withoutreſfipciooftheſamemozeabi 
daticeofgracethanthou nd begyuen tothe 
i 


Parte, | 
Loꝛdelayth the diſcyple to his loꝛde god. Dowoft 
c in what thiges ſhal IJ foꝛſake my ſelfe, Jaye to 
the ſon thatthou chalt euery hour and in euery thi⸗ 
ge gret a mal fo:ſake make thy ſelfe naked. elles 
Howe may thou be myne & thyne.buttfthoufoz 
ſakethy pꝛoper wyl ial thinges within # without 
The loner thou ſo do the better it ſhallbe wyth the 
-. the mozefully thou foꝛlakeſt thy ſelfe with al otder 
thynges:thebetter thou ſhalt pleaſe me the moꝛe 
thou chalt wyn. Some religious folke wyth other 
fozſakethem lelke nat fully. but with ſomeexceptts 
ſuche truſt nat to god almyghty & therfoꝛe they ens 
deuer them to ꝓuyde loꝛ them ſelfeiſome thinges 
ſome other at the fyzſt:dotheofferthemſelfeanvat 
theyꝛes to god. but at a teptacionſoneafteraryſige 
they retoꝛneto theyꝛ owne wylthe which they had 
fo:ſake:andtherfoze they ꝓkyte nat in vertue:ſuch 
ꝑſones ſhal nat come tovery tlẽnes othert ne to the 
grate of my ioyfulfamylyaryte:butifthey make a 
hole relignacion a daily oblaciõ ofthẽ ſylfe and al 
they2es fyꝛſte: without whyche the vn võ that lon⸗ 
geth to ny kruyciõ may nat behad. J haue ſaid oft 
to the foꝛſake thy felfe reſyne the pfitely and thou 
ſhalt enioy in warde peas. Gyue al foꝛ al aſkeneſe- 
keno thinge agayne okthem that thou haſt koꝛſake 
fo: me:but ſtonde holly c ſermely in me nat doutin 
ge any thige: thou ſhalt haue me:thou ſhalbe kreĩ 
ſoule:derkenes ſhal nat poſſeſſe the ne any ſpiryt ol 
derknesſhal haue power olthe. Indeuoure the ta 
this / pꝛay #ſtudy with al thy delizethat thou ma 


_ _ _— 
be delyuered kro al maner ol ꝓpte e with nakidnes 
ofak ambicon & poſſeſſyon folowe naked ieſu cryſt 
thy ſauydur / a that thou dyetothy ſelf a the would 
ct lyue to me etnally. Than al veynefantaſies wyc⸗ 
ked troubles & ſupfluo? beſynes ſhal taile.Alſo thã 
ſhal af imoderate dredeand loue ioꝛdynate dye. 
¶ The xliiichapt Howe man ſhuldegouernehym . 
i outeward thynges renne to god fo: helpe and loo 

cour in parels and daungers. 


On ſaith our loꝛd to his louer:thou oweſt wp 
th al diligens gyue hede that ĩ eueꝛ y occupaciõ 
c outward dede thou be fre withifoꝛth in thy ſoule 
hauynge power of thy ſelf: co that al thinges be vn 
der the. thou nat vnd thẽ: that thou be loꝛde a led 
of thy werkys d nat buaũt. but as a true hebꝛew oz 
cryſten mi goyngeito the ſoꝛt a liberte of childꝛẽ of 
dthe which ſtonde vpon the pſent thinges ofthe 
woꝛlde e beholde the eternal godes ofheuẽ. the whi | 
che alſo behold the tranſytoꝛy thinges ofthe woꝛld | | 
with ther lift ive c heuenly thinges with ther right | 
lye.ſuche folke be nat drawen by woꝛldly godes to 
to2dynateloue of the, but rather they draweluche | 
tepozal godes as god ſendeth thẽ d oꝛder the to go⸗ | 
dededyslikc as god almyghty thehye artificer ha⸗ 1 
th oꝛdeyned thẽ that left no thingevnoꝛdꝛed ĩ al the 
world · allo if thou ĩ euery auẽture oꝛ chaũce ſtonde 
nat ithoutward appaũce that is to ſay it thou ſtan 
de nat to the iugemẽt ofthy bodily iye oꝛ erc:but a- 
none as thou pceyueſt ſuch thiges. if thou ent with | 
moyſes ĩto the table of thy loule by deuoute pꝛayer | 
M 1 [i 
| 


Parte 3 
tocoficel our loꝛd. thou ſhalt here ſomtymethe lwe 
te an wer ofgod almyghty: and thouchalt returne 
ageyneto thy ſelfiſtructeofmany thynges both ß⸗ 
ſent #fo2 tocome:Moyſes euer haddea recours to 
the tabernacle of god foꝛ doubtis a ĩſtyons to be al 
ſoyled ⁊ hefled to theſublydie o fpꝛayer foꝛ perels & 
the vn:eſonable vyolencis and ſautisof men to be 
kled. ſo thou lhuldeſt fle into theſecret tabernacle ol 
thy loule ĩ ſuche doutis o2 pels therecallynge on the 
helpof god by deuoute pꝛayer. we rede that Jolue 
with the children ofiſrael was deceyued ofthe Ga- 
baonytis bicauſe they gauelight credẽs to ther lwe 
te woꝛdes c did nat coũcel with our loꝛde by oꝛacle 
às they ſhuld haue done bekoꝛe they had graunted 
thẽ any thynge. ¶ Thexliiii c. A man ſhuld nat be 
impoꝛtune in his weyes oꝛnedys. : 

On laith our loꝛde to his louer: Comyttethy 
cauſe to mealwey / a J chal wel diſpoſe foꝛ the 
whannetymebehouable challł be; abyde myn oꝛ⸗ 
dynaũte ⁊ thou ſhalt fynde ꝓtyte therby. My loꝛd 
god ſaith he. I gladly cũmytte to thy goodnes my 
elf a al my deſy2es & necellitees:Fo2iny ꝓuydence 
map litel auaile. I beleke the that I cleue nat moch 
to auẽtures heraft enſuynge. but that I may choꝛt 
ly ĩ al ſuch offer my ſelfto thy pleſure. Son ſaythe 
god, ma often ꝓſecuteth the thinge that he delireth 
# whan hecometh therto. he begynneth otherwiſe 
to fele therin:foꝛ mãnys affeccõns c deſy2es aboute 
onethinge be nat durable c abidynge. but now vp 
on this thngelette, and nowe vpon that. The very 


er 


rr jug r 
— ä | 25 


© 
1 
. 
. 
. 
1 
1 
0 
3 * 
13 V1 
LTH 
3 
Th 4 
1 
147 
* 15 
4 
. 
ik | 
h 
#14 - 
* vo 
1 


147 
5 I 
1 ; 
4+ C 
i 1 
4 
* 

Fr 
* 
. 


— ——— ” 
”_ n 


E En ad 


* * EI a” « 
— LL rr — - * — 4 
PF 
* +. 
— — 
— — 5 — ' 


Coe TT 


* 3, tyros A ho Seer ET Ig es og, 


7 RO ——_— _ 
ꝓkite of man is to foꝛſake hym ſelte to tõmyttehi 
holy to god. Foꝛ ſuche a man is very fre and ſyker. 
But our olde enemy i ꝛtrary to al goodnesceſleth 
nat of his tẽptacions: but day c nyght he makethe 
greuous ſautys to vs:tocatche vs at vnwares by 
his deceyt ful ſnares, wake therfoꝛe ⁊ pꝛay diligent 
ly that thou enter nat ĩto tẽptaciõ. ¶ The xlv chap 


Man hath nogoodnes ofhiſelf.neany thingethat * 


he may haue any glozy oꝛ pꝛide of;but ak ofthego- 
IOzd what is mã that thou (odnes of god. 
haſt ſuch mynde ok oꝛ the lon ol mã whõ thou 
doeſt veſite with thy grace, what meryte was oꝛ is 
i mãthat thou gyueſt thy graceto. what may J cõ 
playne it thou foꝛſake me.oꝛ what may J rightwil 
ly ſay ageyne the.it thou graũt me nat that J alke 
ofthe. lith thou giueſt al goodnes of thyn owne go 
odnes æ liberalite without the deleruynge of mã. 
Suerly this J may thinke ⁊ ſay ot my lelfe. that F 
am no thinge of valourethat J haue no goodneſſe 
of my ſelfe. but that J am in ſufficient and fayle in 
all thynges and goo to nought euer. And but J be 
holpen ok thegoode loꝛde and infourmed within in 
ſoule by the I halbe made al diſolute. Thou good 
loꝛde abideſt alwey one: beynge / a euerywherego⸗ 
de rightwis holy. werkingeal thinges wele right 
willy c holily.x difpoſinge al thy werkis in wildõ 
But I wretch that am alwey moꝛe ꝓne and redy 
to fayle than to ꝓtyte in vertue and goodneſle / am 
nat abidynge euer in one ſtate. Foꝛ ſeuen tymes in 
the day the rightwis man is troubled ol lynne. Me 


Parte. | 
the leſſe it ſhalbeſone wele with me ageyne ikit ple: 
ale thy goodnes to help me:fo2 thou alone godeloꝛ 
de mayſt without man helpe in alk nedys / make 
me ſo ferme a ſtable:that I ſchal nat bechaũged hid 
#theder.o2 fro this thyngeto that: but that my her 
te may be turned a reſt in the alonly. ct it I wold ca 
ſte awey al mãn ys 2ſolac6n eyther foꝛ deuocion foz 
to be had oꝛ ellys to ſekethy ſocotir# goodneſſe: fox 
ſuch nedys as fal to me that J am cõpelled by to ſe 
kethe. oꝛ no mã may helpe oꝛ comfoꝛt me as thou 
mayſt. than i myght wel truſt to thy grace and to 
toye ofthe gykte ofthy newe eſolacion. Ithankthe 
good loꝛde the autctour and groũde of al goodnelle/ 
as oft as any goode chauncehappeth towarde me. 


JA an but vanpte and no thinge in thy light / an vn 


ſtable man «ſeke-wherofmay I than be pꝛoude oz 
ſhulde repute me anythynge pꝛokytable: whed nat 
ol noughtthe which is moſt vanyte, Truly vayne 
glozy is an ifectyue peſtylens and moſt vanyte. Foʒ 
it draweth a man fro very gloꝛy # remeueth grace, 
ſpirytual. Whyles a man hath a complacens ĩ hym 
ſelfe: he diſpleath god. and whan he del yꝛeth mans 
nys laude t vayn pꝛaylinge:he foꝛgoth very vertu 
es very gloꝛy d holy ioy to mã is to ioy in god a nat 
in hym telle. to ioy in the name of god almyghty / & 
nat in his ꝓper vertue oꝛ ſtrength. ne to haue dilec⸗ 
tacõn in any creaturebut foꝛ god. Thy hooly name 
gode loꝛd be pꝛayſed #bleſlid c nat myne. thy werk 
be magnyfied d nat myne.nolaude / ne pꝛaylynge 
be gyuen to me by mannys mouth foz any thynge 


Thethy2de 
that I doo but albevntothy pleſurethou arte my 
gloꝛve ⁊ theinward ioye ot my herte. I chal by thy 
grate euer ioye in the and in no thinge perteyninge 
to mebut in my inkirmytees et ie wes wich other 
vayne louers ofthe woꝛlde ſecheglozye of thẽſae 
tt in other I ſhalfonly ſeke the gloꝛye okpꝛaylynge 
ofgod foꝛ al mãnes gloꝛye a pꝛayſige withwozſhip 
tẽpoꝛal alſo woꝝdly hight # pmocys coparydto 
thy eternal gloꝛye gode loꝛde is but vanyte #foly; 
D thou bliſſed trynitemy god, my mercy and very 
trutheto the alonebelawde vertu honour & gloꝛzye 
loꝛ euer. Amen. (¶ The.xlvi. chapthowe 
al tẽpoꝛal honoure is to be dyſpyſed. 

On layth our loe to his louer.be thou natte 
confoundedneheuy whannethou ſeeſt other 
honoured and auaũced. and thy ſelle deſpyſed ande 
humpled. A rayſe vpthyne heꝛte to me in toheuen 
#thou ſhalt nat be heuy thoughe thou bediſpyſed 
ok man herein erth. Loꝛde ſayth the dylciple webe 
herein derke blyndnes lackynge the very light and 
therfoꝛe we be fone deceyued by vanytees as ferre 
as can vnderſtande J neuer yetfuffred any iiur 
of any creature. whertoꝛ I can nat ryghtwyllycßõ⸗ 
playne agaynethe But ſoꝛ as moche as Jhaneofte 
lined agayn the. therkoꝛe euery creatureis woꝛthy 
ly armed ageiſt meĩ punyſſhmẽt ol my ſines wher 
foꝛe ætułyð a ſhame to is me dewe with atempt to 
thegodeloꝛdebe lawde honour a gloꝛy. And but if 
es wyl meto be diſpyſeda foꝛſake glad 
ok enery man and vtterly to be reputednoughte 
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Itan nat be ſtabliſſhed ne pacified withinkoꝛth.noꝛ 
ſpũalty to be illumyned:ne may nat be fully knytte 
t ioyned to thy goodnes. ¶ The xlvij chapt. Wowe 
no man ought to put his peas fynally in man. 
On ikthou putte thy peas with any pſone foꝛ 
thy felinge a toꝛ that they acoꝛd with the thou 
ſhalt be vnſtable c vnpealed. But itthou hauethy 
retours to god that is ꝑmanent c euerlaſtingetru⸗ 
the. thy frende goynge awey oꝛ deceſſynge fro the. 
Al ſhalfnat make the inoꝛdynatly heuy. Thou oweſt 
to loue al thy frendes in me: and foꝛ meto loue eue⸗ 
ry ꝑlſone that thou accomptyſt with goder dere to 
the in this lyke. Foꝛ J am thebegynner a the end af 
al goodnes.æ without me al frendſhtpts nat valẽt 
oꝛ durable. noꝛ no wozldly frendlhip mayendure: 
where J ioy nat. Thou oweſt to be moꝛtityed too 
ſuch carnal affeccyons ofthy louers. that as moche 
as thou mayſt thou ſhuldeſt deſiretobe without al 
mãnys cõpany:foꝛ the moꝛea ma withdꝛaweth hi 
fro al woꝛldly ſolace: themozehe drawethe nere to 
god almyghty. the moꝛe hye that he alcendethe in 
loue a ſpũal atẽplacõn:the moꝛe ꝓfoũdly # ĩwardly 
he deſcẽdeth ĩ huͤblezlideratõn of hym ſelfexvilype 
dynge hymſelt. Hethat aſcribeth oꝛ gyueth any go 
denesto hymſelfe:he geynſtandeth thegrate ol god 
tt lettethe it to enter into hym. Foꝛ thegrate of god 
alwey requireth an hũble herte. If thou man ſaith 
our loꝛde wold pꝑkytely diſpꝛayſethy ſelfe / a wolde 
empte tlene thy hert fro al erthely loue: tha wold 
faith he diſtyll c entre ĩto the with abudautgrace; 


ry 
* 


Thethywe | 
But the moꝛe attendaũce 4 affeccyon thou haſt to 
my creatures:the moꝛe is the aſideracyon & loue ot 
thy creaturetake fro the. L oke that thou lerneto o 
uercome thy ſelfi al thinges:loꝛ the poſſeſſion ofthy 
creature.# than thou mayſt come to the knowiege 
ol thyloꝛde god. what ſo euer thyngethou loueſt i- 
oꝛ diatly beit neuer ſo litel:yit it detoyleth thy ſoule 
t letteth theto come to the knowleger loue of god. 
¶ The xl viijchapt᷑ Ageyne vayne ã ſeculerſcyence, 


l Onſaytheour loꝛdeto his louer bewarethat | 


thou be nat moued by the fayꝛe c lubtyl woz- 
des oꝛ ſaynges of men. The reigne of god ſtandethe 
nat in woꝛd but in vertue. Attende my woꝛdes foꝛ 
they illumyne mãn ys mynde t iflamethe with the 
ardut᷑ ofloue mãnys hert.they make cõpũcciõ ĩ mã 
to be ſoꝛy foꝛ his ſynnes.aæ with that theybzyngeto 
'minys loule gꝛeat 2(olactos, Gvuethe nat to lecture 
oꝛ ſtndye koꝛthat thou woldeſt beſene ctinynge / oꝛ 
wile bekoꝛe other: but ſtudy therby tomoꝛtifye thy 
vytes & vicioꝰ lyutgeithex other: foꝛ that ſhał mo⸗ 
re ꝓkite the thã the knowlege ol many q̃ſtions. Foz 


whãthou haſt red #knowen many thynges: thon 
muſt atte laſt come to one pꝛintipalł᷑ c beginynge ot 


al other. Jam he that techeth mi ctinynge# I gy- 
ue moꝛe clere vnd ſtanding to hũble ꝑſones thã any 
mi techeth. Lokewho I ſpeke tahechalbe wyſeck 


. pfyte in ſoule. wol hal be them that ſeke of men cu 
rvous thynges and lytel pondir the wey how they 


chulde lerueand pleaſe me. Thetyme ſhal come 
whaunecryſt the mayſter of mayſters / and loꝛde 


42 
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of afigelsſhal apere redy to here euery mines leſſ3 
that is to ſay to examyne euery mannes conſciens. 
Than chal hieruſalẽ be lyghtned #enſerched with 
lanternes #lyghtes:and the hyd warke# cogitacy 
ons otfmen:ſ halbe manpfeſtly opened: and al vaine 
excuſes ſhalbe foꝛdone and layde aide: J ain he ſai 
thegod that ſodeilye ryſe vp and illumyneth an hũ 
ble mynde:that he may take and perteyue mo rea⸗ 
ſonsofeternal trouth ſoner than he that ſtudieth. x. 
verein the ſcoiys. I teche wythout ſounde of woꝛ⸗ 
des: without cõful yon of opynions: without pꝛyde 
of woꝛſhyp d wythout fight of argumẽtaciõ 4 te- 
che to diſpyſeerthely thynges and thynges pꝛelent 
I make my louers to ſeche and to ſauour thynges 
eternal / to fle honoures d pacietly toſufferſclatide- 


es and aduerſitees nothinge without me todeſire 


7 


but al theyꝛe hope to put in mec toloue meardent- 
ly aboue al thiuges Some in louinge me inwar dly 
haue dyuyne and godly thinges a cũningeto ſpeke 
meruelous thiges ſuch hath moze pfytedifo2ſakig 
al thinges:than in ſtudienge about ſubtylethinges 
But I ſpeke to ſome comon thinges x to other ſpe⸗ 


tyal thinges J appere to ſome ſwetely en hyd lines 


t fygures:æ to other I ſhewegreat myſteries with 
gret light of vnd ſtondinge:. Thereis one voice and 
one letter in the bokes that they beholde: But that 
voyce oꝛ lett᷑ inſoꝛmeth nat al in lyke.Foꝛ J am the 


i wardetecharof trouthe: char ol mannes hert:the 


vnd ſtonderol mãnes thought ꝓmoter ofhis dedis 
gyuinge to euery man as Ithynke woꝛthy. 


— 


. Che thrzde _ 
CHoweWweſhuld deſpiſe#nat greatly delyzeout 
ward wolldly thynges. the xlix chat 

Onthou muſt be ignozant æ vnknowing ma 

nythiges. thou muſt accompt thy ſelf as dede 
vpon erthe. and ſeche one as al the woꝛlde iscrncy 
fyed to. Thou muſt ouer paſſe many thynges that 


thou ſhalt pauentureayenſt the oꝛ thy frendewith 


a deffe ere nat anſwerynge to ſeche. but to lechera 
ther thoſe thynges that beto thy peas, it is better a 
mito turne away his iyen fro thinges of dtſpleſu- 
re / & to late euery matothynkeelokeas he wyl. Al 
ſo to withdꝛawethyn erys fro vnp2ofitable fables 
than to defneto 2tencio? woꝛdes. if thou wyl ſtan 
de c enclyne to god c diligently behold his iugemẽt 
c the meke anlweris ĩ his repꝛoues: thou ſhuldeſt 
ſuffrethemozeeaſily tobe ouercome. O loꝛde god 
what be we. lo wewepet lament greatly foꝛ a liteł 
tẽpoꝛal harme oz loſſe.werenne ayenſt myght / and 
laboure bodily foꝛ a litel tepozal auaũtage. but our 
ſpũal loſſes detrymẽtis that weſuffrebeſone fo2- 
gete with vs. alcarſly wereturne ageynetherto a⸗ 
ny tymeafter our loſſe. To that thyngethat is lite 
oꝛnought woꝛth we gyue greate attendaũce. And 
thatthyngethatis — mooſt neceſſary 
to vs we lette nat by it. Foꝛ al mankynde in maner 
renneth towardeoutwardethynges / and but they 
ſone aryſe kro ſuchedilpolicõn / they ſhal gladly lye 
@ delyte euer in outwarde thynges.. 
¶ Thel.chapt howe euery tale oꝛ woꝛdeis nat to 
be bileued / a howe mannxs * 
. 


Parte 

g Odelozdegyue#grauntmehelpeofmy tre 
ble that J ſuffer:oꝛ mãnes helpe is but vay 

ne d vnualable in ſuche nedis. J haue oft faylede of 
helpe a ſocoure:where J truſted to haue founde it. 
and oft haue J founde faythfulnes: where J tru⸗ 
ſted leſte to haue founde it. wheꝛoꝛe J lay that mã 
laboureth i vaine that putteth his hope in mã thou 
gode loꝛde art che very hope # helth of man Bleſſid 
bethouin al thinges x foz al thinges that happethe 
to vs. We be ſeke a vnſtable ol our ſelfe. we be lone 
chaunged kro godenes a diſceyued. whoots hethat 
can ſo warly # wyſely kepe hym elle in al thinges 
that he fal nat ſlomtyme into a ſnare ofdyſceyteof 
lome ꝑplexite. But hethat truſtethin the gode loꝛd 
and ſeketh the wyth ſymple hert doth nat ſo ſoone 
remeue from the. Andif it hap hym to kal into anye 
tribulacton / howeſſo euer hebe wrapped therin. he 
ſchal lone be delyuered therol by the. oꝛ ellis ſone res 
tceyue cõloꝛt ofthy godenes. Foꝛ thou gode loꝛd foꝛ 
fakeſtthem neuer that truly truſt in theꝛit is harde 
to fynde a faythful and a truſty frende / that ſo pꝑſe⸗ 
uerythe in alk thetribulacyons ok hys frende⸗ thou 
godeloꝛde art moſteaythtulĩ al ſuch nedis: ct lyke 
vnto the nonets.noꝛ maybe launde. O ful wel felt 
t ſouoꝛed that ſouleĩ god / the which layde. my mĩ⸗ 
de is gꝛoũded a ſtabliſſhed i my loꝛde god. ifit were 
fo with me I chulde nat ſo lone dꝛede mã. ne be mo 
ued at his woꝛdes. who may puydealthyngesfoz 
to come / oꝛ Who may elchewe the perylles oz euyls 
hereafter enſuinge.it chauncis o2 thigesbeſoze ſens: 


3 _ Thethyzde 
ott anoyeth x hurteth man.whatſhal Jſayethan 
dkthiges vnpꝛouyded / but that they moꝛegreuoul 
{y hurt. But wherfoꝛe haue nat J Wꝛetche bett ꝓ⸗ 
uyded oꝛ purueyed e why gaue Ilo ſone credens to 
other menues laingee But webe men: xe:thoughe 
we be reputed and extemed aungels of many folke 
(Tov whome ſhal IJ gvue credens: but to the goode 
loꝛde. Fox chou art very trouthe that nother diſcey 
ueſt ne may bedileeyued. And euery other man is 
alyer vnſtable / a ſone diſceyuinge moſte in wordes 
lo that vneth it can 02 may be vyleued that ſemeth 
rightwyle / whã he ꝓferrith it. Howe pꝛudently ha 
ſte thou gode loꝛde gyuen warningeto vs tobe wa 
re omen. and howe the moſte famylyer frendes of 
man be enempyes to hyn. Allo a man chulde nat by 
leue it man chulde ſaye to hym. Ao cryſte is here oꝛ 
there: ſhewige hym thatis natcryſte:but rather an 
tecryſt as hath beſayd a hereattſ halbelayde Jam 
taught by harmethat J haueſuffred ſene other 
ſulter. And pꝛay god that J mayebe taught too be 
moꝛe ware c nat to my foly. A mã ſayth to me.ſon 
be ware / ſon be ware / kepe this pꝛeuye to thy ſelfe 
that J lav. whyles Jkepepzeuy luche as hecom 
mitted to me. he can nat kepe pꝛeuy that thing that 
he deſyzed me to kepe pꝛeuy. but anon hebetrayeth 
& dilcloleth both hyz c mec ſogothe his way gode 
oꝛde defende me from luche talys and vnwar men 


that J fal nat into theyꝛe handes / noꝛ take vpõ me 
to do ſuchethinges. Gode loꝛde graunt meto haue 
ſtablenes ol woꝛde z neuer to haue diſteptkul tonge 


Nil, 
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but remeue al ſuche diſceytesfer kro me. J owei all 
wyſeeſchewethat thyngethat J wolde natſuffer 
my ſelfe. O howe gode and pealpble is it a man to 
kepeſcylence of other mennes dedes: nat lyghtlye 
to byleue euery mãnes tale:nelyghtly to tel out [u- 
che talys:æ toſhewebzeuely i fewe woꝛdes thettet 
ofhis mynde nat to be led o2 moued with any boſki 
geo? flaterynge woꝛde: and al way to ſeche god al⸗ 
myghty thebeholderof mannes ſoule in his dedys 
euer delyꝛingethat al thentention of his ſoule ĩwar 
de togyd with his outwarde dedes mayebedy2ect 
ct pfourmed after his gracioꝰ pleſure. how ſureis it 
fo: the ſeruacion ot heuẽly grace:a man to flevtter 
apparaunce ot godenes and nat to deſyꝛe outward 
flatery oꝛ vain gloꝛy:but rather to folowethoſethi 
ges whiche gyue and pꝛocure theamendyng oflyfe 
wyth the feruour of gode lyuinge. Knoweu vertue 
X opeuly comended hath hurt many plones where 
grace pꝛyuely vled c hyd hath and doth pꝛokyte: + 
auaylemany in this fraylelyfe:thewhiche aft ſery 
pture is al tẽptacion and malyce. ¶ The. li.chapter 
A man ſhulde put his conkidens in gad whan har 

pe woꝛdes touche hym. | 
. { Tondeſonfermly and truſt i mewhan thou 
art vered wyth troubles and malycioꝰ woꝛ⸗ 
des, what be woꝛdes bnt wide that fleeth i the ayꝛe 
without hurt of any ſtone:if thou be gylty of ſuche 
woꝛdes oꝛ worthy of them oꝛ ſuche repꝛeues / than 
thynkethou wylt gladlye amendethe.and if thou 
benat gyltye thynke vet:thou wylt ſuffer gladlye 
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ſuch reßues fo: goddis ſake, It is but an eaſy thyn 
ge to ſuffreſharpe Woꝛdes ſomtyme whereit is ſo 
that thou mayſt nat ſuffre harde flagellacyons / oꝛ 
betynges with cryſt # foꝛ hym. And why is it that 
ſoſmale thynges beſo bitter and odious to the. but 
fo: that thou art vet carnal ⁊ nat ſpual in thy affec- 
cyons.gyuynge moꝛe hede to man than to god foꝛ 
that thou dꝛedyſt to be deſpyſed. thou wolt nat be 
repued fo2 thy exceſſis;butCſekeſt fo2 thy defence der 
kexſynyſterercuſes, but behotdethy ſelfebetter# 
thou ſhalt ſe Wel that the woꝛlde e veyneglozy/02 
mãnys pleſutelyueth vet in the. Whan thou refu⸗ 
ſeſt to behũbled ct 2fotidyd foꝛ thy defautis.it is cer 
teynethat thou art nat very hũble ne truly dede / oz 
moztifyed to the woꝛlde / noꝛ haſt nat the would cru 
cifyed to the: but here thou my woꝛdes # thou ſhalt 
nat dꝛede a thouſande menys woꝛdes. Lo ikal the 
woꝛdes that myght be feyned were malicouſly ſai 
de ageyn the: what chuld they noy the. ik thou wol 
de late thẽ paſſe # natpond the greatly. thou know 
eſt they may nat maymethe ne hurt one heꝛe ol thy 
hede. but he that hath nat in ward ſight to his ſou⸗ 
ie helth:noꝛ god aloꝛe his ſight is ſoue moued c tro 
bled at a ſharpe woꝛde. He that truſteth in me ſay⸗ 
th our loꝛde # wol nat ſtand to his owne iugement 
ſhalbe without mãnys terrour. I am the iuge and 
knower of al ſecretis J knowe howeeuery thynge 
is done: Iknow both hym that doth theiiury #hi 
that ſuffreth it.foꝛ by my ſulfraũte ſuch ituryesbe 
done;that many menys thoughtis may beknowe 
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Parte. 
Ichal iuge bothethe inocent / hym that is gylty⸗ 
but J haue decreed to ꝓue thẽ both by my hid iuge 
mẽt. The teſtymony c iugemẽt ot mã okte tyme de⸗ 
teyueth:but my iugemẽt is true. it ſhalł ſtande ſta⸗ 
ble: æit hal nat beſubuerted:though it be hid nat 
. apere, pit it neuer doth erre:though it apere nat ry- 
ghtwis to ſome · wherfoꝛe in euery iugement man 
hulde renne to me. a nat to lene tohis owne relſon. 
A rightwis ma wol neuer be troubled what thing 
lo euer hap too hym ok god. ea #if any wꝛonge be 
layde vnto hym. he wol nat moche recke. ne he hal 
nat be exalted by vayne gloꝛy:if he be reſonably ex⸗ 
duſed by other. foꝛ ſuche a pſoneglidereth welt that 
Jam the very ſercher of mãnys herter ĩwarde par 
kyes ⁊ nat iugynge after the face c the outwardea⸗ 
peraũce o mã:but after the iwarde demenynge of 
mãnys ſoule.foꝛ oft I iugea fynde culpable many 
thynges that mãnys iugemẽt demeth tobe lauda⸗ 
ble wherkoꝛe J beſekethe my loꝛde god thetrueiu⸗ 
ge ſtronge ⁊ pacient.that knowett the krealte / a the 
malyce of mã:be thou my ſtrengtha truſt i al nedis 
Myne o wneaſcience:foꝛ thou gode loꝛde knoweſt ĩ 
methat J knowe nat my ſelf, atherfoꝛe ĩ euery re- 
pᷣue I ſhuld hiible my ſelf d benigiy ſuffer. But foꝛ 
a moch as J haue nat paciẽtly 4 mekely [uff:ed all 
ſuch 2 dicõn.relees #fo2gyue me gode loꝛde J beſe- 
kethe: gyue me moꝛe large grace of ſufferaunce. 
(Thy plentuous mertcy is better to me by the which 
I may opteyneꝑdone of my mylbehaueour: than 
the ꝓper opynyon ol iy tuſtice foꝛ the delẽce of my 


„  (Thethyde 5 
: hyd2ſcience.fo2 thoughJſuppoſemy 2ſciens to be 
. cleenexnat ſpotted with any ſynne:yit I may nat 


luſtitye meĩ that:fo:ifthy mercy be remeued krovs 


no mã herelyuynge may berightwis in thy ſyght. 
¶ Thelij chap, Howe maſhuldſuffer al greuys d 
a duerſitees foꝛ the lyte euerlaſtinge that we al hope 
and aͤbyde here. | 72 55 
t On lſethou be nat bꝛoke byimpaciens ofthela 
boursthat thou haſt take vpon the foꝛ my lake⸗Al⸗ 
ſo ſethou be nat caſt downeby diſpayꝛe oz vnreſo⸗ 
nableheuynes ĩ any troublethat chal hap vnto the 
but be thou recofozted / ſtrengthed in euery luche 
chañũce by my pmyſes,fo2 I am ſutticient to rewar 
dect yeue to my ſeruaũtis abouealk meſure, Thou 
ſhalt nat labour longe herene alwey be greued wp 
th heuynes. Abydea ſhoꝛt tyme i pacyens. thou 
halt ſonehaue an ende of thy troubles. One houre 
ſhal comewhan al thy labours / andtroubleschalt 
ces. Althinge is mebured a paſſeth with tyme is bo 
thelytel #ſhozt, Dotherkoꝛe as thou dooſt and la⸗ 
bour feithfully i my vyneyarde that is to ſay in my 
church atter the degre that thou art called to and J 
ſhalbethy rewarde. wꝛite thou / rede / lynge / ſoꝛow 
foꝛ thy ſynneskepe thy mouth kro ilk r veyne woꝛ⸗ 
dis / pꝛaythou c be pacient ĩaduerſttees.ſuch exercy 
ſes with ſuch other ᷣtuoꝰlabours be the very wey 
etmerites ot euerlſtige lite. peas ſhall come one day 
that is knowen to our loꝛd #hyd fro mã. that day 
hal nat be asthe day oꝛ night of thislife. but it ſhal 
belight and euer enduringeclerenes, ſtedfaſt peas: 
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and infynytecreſt inkallible ⁊ ſure: Thou ſhalt nat 
than ſay with the apoſfle; who ſhal delyuer me fro 
the ꝑellis a the teopdye of my moꝛtal vody. ne thou 
ſhal nat than crye with the ꝓphete with deſire tobe 
deſolned a ſay theſe woꝛdes. Woo is methat myne 
abidinge here ĩ this moztal body is plonged.# why 
fo2 than ſhal deth that befoꝛe had dfiacion in man: 
be ouerthꝛowne a deſtroyed. æ helth of body c ſoule 
ſhal than euer be withoute ende. None anoyeſhalk 
than be to mã. but a bleſſyd toy a my2th # al wetex 
fayꝛe cõpanv. O if thou lawethe ppetuellcrownes 
of ſayntis in heuen:æ in what maner of gloꝛy they 
lyue a ioyin nowe. that were befoꝛe velpyſed i ther 
lyuynge a reputed vnwoꝛthy to lyue:ſothely thou 
Wolde humble the in the moſt lowly wyle. e thou 
Wolde ſoner deſire to be ſubiecte to euery mã:than 
to haue gouernaũce ot any ma.no2 thou woldenat 
delire theglad dayes ofthis woꝛld. but thou wold 
rather del ite to be in tribulacyon fo2 god. and thou 
wolde deſire alſo to be vylipendyd a let atnought; 
amonge m̃ẽ foꝛ cryſt c with cryſt thy ſaueour. O it 
theſethynges Were lauoꝛy to the a ſhuld ꝓſounde 
ly pſethy herte: thou wolde nat onys cõpleyne the 
at ſuche troubles c aduerſytees. And why: foꝛ we 
owe eche ot vs to ſufter al labours / x hardneſſeꝛkoꝛ 
the lyke eternal that is ſo pcyous. It is no lytel thin 
geto W ynne oꝛ to leſe the kingdome ofheuen. Lift 
vp thy ſoule into heuen # behold me # my ſayntys 

al that hach had a ſuffred great conflyctis/ and ba- 
tayls with me ithis wo2lde, Nowethey toy wyth 
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me. nowe they be confoꝛted / nowethey lurelye reſt | 


akter theyꝛe labours a ſhal euerlaſtingly abyde and 
reigne with me inthe euerlaſtinge reigne of my kad 
¶ The. liij. chapter. Ot the day of eternyte: c ofthe 
anguyſſhe of this pꝛeſent lyfe. 


f Hemanſionofthehyecyteofheuenis al full 


okblyſſe and ioy inkynyte. O thou day erernal 
moſteclere the which artnat made derke by any ni 
ght. But it ſhyneth euer by thehye trouth of almy 
ghty god. This day is euer ioylul and moſte merye 
euer ſure and ſtedfaſt and neuer chaunging his ſta 
te:into incomodiouſnes, wold god that day lhuld 
ſhine to vs: al temꝑal thinges were ended. This 
day oketernyte gyueth lyght to the ſayntes in heuẽ 
with perpetual claryteand ſhyninge. But to tray⸗ 
ualers herein erthe it is farre# as by the mene of a 
myꝛrour The Cyteʒz ins of heuen knowe howeioy 
ful that day is. And we whychebe thechyldꝛen of 
Eue and outlawes from heuen ſoꝛowe foꝛztedioul⸗ 
nes d bitternes ofthis our temꝑal day. The dayes 
of this tyme beſhoꝛt euel / ful of ſoꝛowes and ãguyl 
ſhes: where man is defoyled wyth many lynnes # 
is feblyſſhed and deſtroyed often by paſſyons he is 
contract and dyſtrayned wyth many dꝛedes # wy 
the many belineſſes is he occupied. He is wrappyde 
in many vanytees:c with many errours heis intri 
ked c bꝛoke with many labours. he is moued with 
many temptacvons. Heis ouercome wyth delites 
the is crucyate ⁊ toꝛmẽted with penurye and nede 
O Whan chalk al theſelabours beended. a Whan 
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ſchal J bedelyuered fro the myſery/ and thꝛaldome 
of vyces. whanſhal J thynke ofthe alonegoodſloz 
de al other thynges left. and whan ſhalJ ioy in the 
fully.whanſhal J be without all impedyment / oꝛ 
lettynge / in very lyberte withoute al greuaũce of 
body and mynde. Whan ſhal J poſleſle adde peas 
wythoute trouble / ſuer peas wythin and without 
and fure on euery ſyde. O goodeteſu whanne ſhal 
I ſtande to beholde the. whan ſhal I haue light / a 
contemplac6n ofthe eternal gloꝛy of thy kingdom 
whan ſhalt thou be to me al in al. O Whanſhal Þ 
be wyth the in thy kyngdomethe which thou haſt 
of thy goodnes pparate to thy louers at the begyn⸗ 
nynge. .o J am left here a poꝛe outlaweithelan- 
de ok myne ennem pes where dayly batayls and in 
koꝛtunes be ful greate. Comtoꝛt me gode loꝛde imp 
exyle, Mytigate. um ſoꝛowe. Foz Jlighevntothe 
Wyth al deſy:e, For ak that the woꝛlde offreth vn⸗ 
to me foꝛ my ſolace:is but a burden to me. I deſyꝛe 
in wardly to be knytte and cleue to the goode loꝛde 
but J may nat come therto. I delſyʒe to be 2uertyd 
ct atteyne the heuenly thynges: but woꝛldly thyn- 
ges x poſſeſſions vnmoꝛtilied in me let me. where 
i my mynde J wold e del ire tobe aboue ał tẽpoꝛał 
chinge. J am copelled ageynſt my will by my dull 
body to be vnder al. # ſo I vnhappy mã am in 2ty- 


anal fight with my ſelfe. c Jam made greuous to 


. myſafwhyles my ſpyꝛite delireth to be aboue and 
y kleſſh tobe downe. O what is my luftraũce wi 
thifozth that whan I trete or heuenly thynges by 
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diligenceofmy inynde. anon a multitude ofcarnak 
thoughtis metyn #letten me.Goode1ozde be thou 


nat by thy grace far frome:nozdeclyne thou nat in 


wrath fro thy leruant. {ende downethylightnige 
of thy grace a 2ſumeſuch vaynes troblo? though⸗ 
tis. fend downethy arowes of dredex chas away 
all the fantaſyes of the ennemye; Gader togeder al 
my ſenſys to the/# make me foꝛgete al woꝛldiy thi 
ges d gyue me grace ſaneto auoyde kro ine / a to de⸗ 
ſpyſe the kantaſmes oꝛ ymages ofſynne. Socoure 
thou me eternal truthe that no vanytees meue me. 
O thou heuenly ( wetnes comme and enter into me / x 
chas fro meat vnclennes.foꝛgyue me J beſeche the 
& mercyfully ꝑdon as oft as J ⁊ſyder in my mynd 


any thynge in tyme ok pꝛayer / exceptethy goodneſſe 


I knowlege to the gode loꝛd that J haue be wont 
to behaue me very diſtractly ĩ pꝛayer # other thiges 
fo: IJ am nat often there:but abſẽt whore. IJ ſtande 
oꝛ lytte bodilyꝛbut Jam moꝛe there wheder J am 
boꝛne by ſuch thoughtis. foꝛ J am there wheremy 
deſizes be. æ theremy thoughteẽ deſiꝛe is. whetr that 


thige is that Jloue:foʒ that thig doth metemeans 


in thought that naturally pleſeth oꝛ delyteth wher 
koꝛe thou truthe haſt openly ſayde. Where thy tre⸗ 
ſour is there is thy herte. if J loue heuen J thyn- 
ke gladly ol heuenly thynges. if J loue the woꝛlde 
J ioy of x in the foꝛtunes of the woꝛlde: and Jam 
heuy too hereof the woꝛldly aduerſytees,if Jloue 
mybody oz fleſſhly delyꝛes: than J often ymagyn 


& thynkeoftheym. ik Jlouemy ſowle / oz ſpyꝛyte / 
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Parte. 
A delite to thynke vpon ſpirytual thinges. ſo what 
lo euer thynge J — ſpeke / c of the ſame 
I bere the ymages ot luche belily in my mynd. but 
bleſſyd is that man that foꝛ god foꝛgeteth al maner 
of creatures t that doth violẽce to nature and that 
doth crucifyeo2 quẽtchethe fouleluſtis oꝛꝛcupiſcẽs 
ol thefleſſheby feruour of ſpiryte:ſothat with a cle 
re aſciente he may offre his pꝛayers puerly to god / 
ſo be woxthythecopany of aũgels.ał erthely thyn- 
ges within and withoute hym excluded krohym. 
C Theliiij chapt᷑. Of the delireot euerlaſtyngelyfe 
t what goodes be pꝛomyſed tothe knyghtis ol god 
that fight ayenſt lynne. * 
On whan thou felyſt that the deſire ofeuerla⸗ 
ſtynge beatitude oꝛ blyſſe is inoũdyd in tothe 
by grate / and with that thon delireſt to depart out 
of thy body that thou may le my clereneſſe euerlal⸗ 
tyngly:than open thyrthert a relceyuethis holyin 
ſpiracõn with al deuocon c deſyꝛe / gyue digne and 
mooſt large graces to the hye goodneſſe ol god that 
doth to theſo woꝛthely.ſo gratõuſlyveliteththe. ſo 
ardently excyteth the / a ſo myghtely doth railethe. 
that thou kalle nat to erthely thynges by thyne ow 
ne naturet burdẽ. Thou doſt nat reſceyuethat gra 
ce bythyne owne thynkinge oꝛ labour: but alonly 
by the godenes of heuenlty grace e the reſpect ofgod 
fo: that thou thuldeſt ꝓfitemoꝛe c moꝛeĩ veztuous 
lyuynge cin humylite/ + that thou ſhuldeſt ppare 
the ayenſt batayls foꝛ to come / and alſoo that thou 
ſhuldeſtcleue too god almyghty With affeccyon of 


Thethyꝛde 
witha keruour otdeuocton ⁊ ſtedfaſt wyl.ſon thefi 
re doth okten bꝛen but the klame therof doth nat al 
tende without fume oꝛ \moke. Nyght ſothe delyꝛe 
ol ſome men is in heuenly thinges but their affeccy 
ons be nat fre fro temptacions ot the fleſſhe # ther⸗ 
toꝛetheido nat alway purely foꝛ the hondur ofgod 
that whychethey aſkeſoeffectuouſly of god. ſuche 
ls okt tymes thy deſyꝛe whyche thonlayde was lo 
_ poꝛtune. Foz that deſyꝛeis nat pure and ꝑfyte / the 
whych isinkect wyth mannes pꝛoper commodyte 
Alkethou thertoꝛe nat ſuch thiges as be delectable 
oꝛpꝛokytable to the:but uche as be wozſhypinifto 


me: Foꝛ ifthou iuge ryght thouowelt to pꝛefer min 


o2dinaticebefo:ethy deſyze and alleother thynges 
to be deſyꝛed. and to kolowe my wyl #02dinatice 
knowe thy delyꝛe: and haue herde thy manyfolde 
Lyghynges d wepiges Thou woldenowe be in the 
l yberte ot the gloꝛwe okthechyldꝛen olgod. it dely⸗ 


teth the nowe to bei the ernal hous ok god that isto 


Cay in thehenely coũtrey wher ful toy is but thour 
is nat vet come. Thou muſt yet haue labour æ ba⸗ 
tayle ayenſt thyn enemyes c ſohaue the tyme ot᷑ ꝓ⸗ 
bacton here afoꝛe thou come to euerlaſtingegloꝛpe: 
E reſt. Thou wolde befullyled wich that hye gode⸗ 
nes:but thou may nat haue ityet. I am the eſſecial 
godenes ok man. Abyde me ſaith our loꝛde vnto J 
cal the to my kyngdome Thou muſt be pꝛoued ex 
ercyſed here i erth.aloꝛe thou cometo me.thouſhal 


haue conſolacion ſomtyme gyuen the. But the full 


plente that layntes hathe in 80 alte thou nat 
— ; 


Parte. 

haue whylethou lyueſt here. Be thou therkoꝛe recõ 
koꝛted a ſtrõge both in thy doinges «in thy ſuffrãce 
the contrarioulnes of nature Thou muſt do on the 
clothing of grace ⁊ inocencie be chaũged ĩto a new 
man / thou mult often do that thou wolde nat and 
that thing that thou wolde do thou muſt leue that 
pleaſethe other men chall pcedeand come to effecte 
andthatthingethatthou haſt a pleaſour ĩ chal nat 
tcometo effect pauenture,Alſo what other men ſap 
ſhalbeherdex what thou ſayſt is let at nought. 

Other men ſhal acke they ſhal hauetheyꝛ aſkige 
but thou ſhalt aſke d nat ſpede.other menſhalbecs 
mẽded in mennys mouthes: # of theno man ſhalle 
ſpeke. Other perſons ſhal haue this offyce: oz that 
cõmyt to them:and thou ſhaltbedemed vnpꝛokita⸗ 
ble:. Foꝛ ſuch thinges is man oft naturally heuye tc 
a gꝛetethinge it is ifthou bere uch with ſtyl mouth 
and myndein ſuch thinges with other lyke is man 
ꝓued: whether hebe the true ſeruaunt of god: how 
hecan denye hym lelfe e bꝛeke hym in aduerſptees 
ſcarſly thou ſhalt finde any thynge enioyned oꝛ lay 
de vnto the to doꝛfoꝛ the whych thou nedyſt to ſuk⸗ 
fre deth as thou ſhalt fyndethynges cõtrary to thy 
wyl which thou muſt ſuffre moſte whã thiges dil⸗ 
coꝛding to thy mynde which appereth to the leſſe ꝓ 
kytable in excuſid / be cõmaũded tothe: foꝛ aſmoch 
as thou art vnd the domynion and power of other 
to whomethou dare nat reliſt therkoꝛe it is ſene har 
deto theto folowealwy the wyl of other: alway 
to leuethy ꝓper wyl, But beholdeſon and conſpðd 


2 _ 
weltheendeofthylabouzs which is nat far fro the 
Aldo gyue hedeto the fkruteokthem togid wyth the 
inkinyterewardes okthelame / and thou chalt haue 
nogreuaunce in ſuch labours: but a great confozte 

of thy paciẽs:foꝛ as fo: that lytel pleſont that thou 


wylfully foꝛlakeſt nowe ĩ this lyfe:thouſhalt euer 


haue thy wyl done in heuẽ. Foz thou ſhalt haue the 


re al that thou wylle oꝛ can deſyꝛe:thou ſhalt haue 
there power ofal godenes Without any dꝛede to le 


ſeit. There thy wyl one euer wyth meſhalcoueyte 
oꝛ delyꝛeno ſtraunge / pꝛyuate oz worldly thynges, 
(Thereſhalno manreſyſt the / ne nonecompleyn on 


the:noneſhallet theo: wythſtondethebutalthat- | 


thou delyꝛeſt ſhalbepꝛeſentedtothe:and theyſhalf 
fulfyl al thyne effeccion oꝛdeſyꝛe vntothefulnes ot 
theſame. There ſhal gloꝛy begyuenin rewarde koꝛ 
repues herepacientlyſuffred:and the palkfoflaude 
fot heuines and fo; theloweſt oꝛ laſt placethat thou 
hat becontent with: thou ſhalt there receyue euer⸗ 


laſtigereigne.Thereſhal apere the frute ot obediẽs 


here keptefoꝛ god. the loboureofpenaticeſhalbere- 
warded wyth toy: and humble ſubieccion (halle be 
crowned wyth gloꝛv. Bowethe therkoꝛe now vnd 
euery mannes hande:ctoꝛſethou nat Who cõmaũ 


dethe fo2 to do this thynge oꝛ that. but ſtudye thon 


wyth great diligens that whether it bethy pꝛelate 
thy kela we: oꝛ lower than thou / that intendethe to 


do any thinge / that thou take al ſuch thiges Wel k 
with paciens and that thou fulfyl them with gode 


and deuout wyl. Let this —— thynge 


1 
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Parte 5 
c hethatthynge. Behe glad ofthis thynge / and he 
of that. oꝛ be he cõmendyd in this / and he in that. be 
they neuer ſo pcyous oꝛ multyplied ; toy thou ney⸗ 
ther in this thinge noꝛ ĩ that. but alonly to be vylys 
pended oꝛ deſpyſed #i my plelure a honour.couer 
al delire that whether thou lyue o2 dye; god alwey 


be gloꝛiłyed ĩ the oʒ by the, ¶ Thelv.chapt A man 
beyngein heuynes c deſolacõn chuld cõmytte hym 
into the handes ok god / a to his grace laynge: 
Ozde god holy fader bleſſyd be thou now and 
euer. Foꝛ ałter thy hooly pleſure.ſo thon haſte 
doneto me. and al that thou doſt is gode. Jbeſeche 
thegood loꝛdethat thy ſeruaũt may ioy in the and 
nat in my ſelfe : nein none other thynge but in the. 
oꝛ 02d2ed to the.foꝛ thou alone arte very gladneſſe / 
thou art my hope my crowne of reward. Thou go 
de loꝛde art my toy #hanour. what haue J / oꝛ any 


of thy ſeruauntis that we haue nat receyued of thy 


goodnes. yea without our meryte.al bethyne that 
thou haſt gyuen c made. J am but poꝛe᷑ haue be ĩ 
trauayle fro my youth.+ often my ſoule is heuy vn 


to wepynge a ſomtymeit is troubled ageyneitſelf 


foꝛ paſſions ferſly inriſynge. I deſy2e good loꝛd the 
{oy of peas. I aſke the peas ot thy choſen childꝛẽ the 
whych be noꝛyſſhed ar ked of the ĩ the light ot ward 
c eternal 2ſolacon.Jfthou good loꝛde graũt me pe 

as. it thou graunt me inwardly holy ioy. than ſhal 

the loule ok thy ſeruaũt be ful oflouynge c deuoute 
p:ayſingeofthy ifynytegoodnelle, #if thou wyth⸗ 
dꝛawethe fro me; as thou haſt often Wont to doo. 


” P 


The thyꝛde 


than Jmay nat ren the way orthy cõmaundemẽ⸗ 


tis that is tolay / fulfyl them / but moꝛethy fnaunt 
is then arted to knocke his bꝛeſte a to knele foꝛ gra⸗ 
ce: conſolacyon afoꝛe had foꝛ that it is nat wythe 
hym nowe as yeſterday#the day befoze whan thy 
lanterne of lyght ſhone vpon hym #illumyed hys 
ſoule.and was defended fro the inwardy oktẽptaci 
ons vnd the ſhadowe a ſhelde ofthy winges right 
wyle fad # euer worthy to be moſte loued the hour 
is comethat thy ſeruaunt ſhuldebe pꝛoued in / it is 
Woꝛthy fader that thy ſeruaũt ſufferthis hour lõ⸗ 
what foꝛ the. Thou knewei thy eternal pᷣſciens an 
hour foꝛ to come in the whyche foꝛ alytel tyme thy 
leruaunt ſhulde outwardlye be ouercomea vet wy 
thin foꝛth be euer lyuynge anenſt the: that hechulde 
be vylipended / cõtempned / and deſpyſed foz a tyme 
in the light of men: by ſoꝛis peynes t paſſiõ / that he 
aryſe agayn with the in the moꝛne ofa newelyght 
of grate c after that beglozifyed in heuc: foꝛ al ſuch 


humpliacions holy fað thou haſt ſo oꝛdeyned a wil 


led after thy comaundement ſo be it fulkylled ime 
This is thy grace that thou godelozdeſheweſteto 
thy frende to ſuffer troubles here in this woꝛlde foz 
thy loue as oft / whan lo euer: in what ſo euer wy 
le thou dyſpoſeſt oꝛ ſuftreſt it to fall. Wythout thy 
counceyle pꝛouidens and alſo wythout cauſe / no 
thinge is done here in erthe. It is gode to me goode 
loꝛde:that thou haſte humbled methat J may ther 
bylernethe ryghtwyſetugementis. and therby ca⸗ 
ſtefro me alle pꝛyde and __ "8 hert, Jti 
1 » | 
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Parte 
very ꝓlitable to methat I haue ſuffred oꝛ had ſu⸗ 
ch2fuſion:that Aby the erudiciõ of it ſhuld rather 


ſeke thy conſolycyon than mannes in ſuch aduerli 


te: I hauelerned alſo therby to dꝛede thy infcruta- 
ble iugemẽtes / wherby thou pꝛoueſt x ſcourgeſt the 
ryghtwyſe man and the wycked:and that nat wy 
thout equite and ryghtwylnes. I thanke the that 
thou haſt nat ſpared my ſynnes but punyſſhed me 
with ſcourges of loue / ye bothe within wythout 
wyth ſozis and anguyſthes. no creature vnder he⸗ 
uen may 2fo2t me in myn aduerſytees but thou go 
deloꝛde:the very a heuenlye leche ot mannys foule 
that ſmyteſt and heliſt againe. Thou ledeſt vs into 
ſharpepeynes of body and ſuff2eſt vs to beled into 
dedely ſynne ſomtyme / thou bꝛyngeſt vs out ther 
of agayne by thy greate grace. Thy dyſcyplyne be 
vpon me / and thy ſtourge ſhal teche me the wayes 
of vertue and otmekenes. o fader J am herein 
vnder thy hãdes / And J enclyne me vnder thy rod 
of coꝛreccion. Smyte my backe and my necke that 
I may bowe:and refoꝛme mycrokydnes vnto thy 
wyll. Make me meke and lowly that J may lyue 
alway at thy wyll. J commpt me to the gode loꝛd 
wyth al myne foꝛ to be coꝛ rect. Foꝛ better it is to be 
punyſhed and coꝛrecte here: than after this lyfe, 

Thou knoweſt al thinges and no thynge is hydde 
in mannes ſoule oꝛ conltiens fro the. Afo2 any thin 
ges be made: thy wyldom knoweth theymefoz to 
be.it is nat nedeful that an ye man teche oꝛ Warne 
the ol any thynge that is done here in erthe. Thou 


FD 
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Thethyzde 
knoweſt What pꝛokyte oꝛ peyne is expedient to me 
and moche trybulacyon auayleth to pourgethe fyl 
the and ruſt of my hozrybleſynne# vices:therfoꝛe 
dothou wythe me afterthy pleaſure ande delpyle 
nat I beſeke thy grace my lynkul lyfe foꝛ thoukno 
weſt it beſt. Graunt megodelozdegraceto knowe 
that Jam boundeto knowe e to loue that J owe 
to loue / to pꝛayſe that thou woldeJ ſhulde pꝛayſe / 
t to repute that is pꝛeciousĩ thy ſyght / to refute 
al that is vyle afoꝛe the. Gyue me grace godeloꝛde 
nat to Juge thinges after myneontwardeſightne 
afterthe heringe oꝛ the relacion of vncũnynge folk 
but truly to diſcerne ot᷑ vylible thinges and ſpũalle 
X aboue al thinges to inquyꝛe and folowe thy wyll 
# pleaſure. Mannys wyttes be olten dyſceyned in 
iugement. Allo thelouersofthe woꝛldebe often dil 
teyued in louinge allonly thynges vylyble. what is 
à man the better that men repute hym moꝛe oꝛ bet 
ter than he is i dede. A deceyuer deceyueth another 
one vayue man another / one blynde man another. 
t one ſeke ꝑſon another / whyle helo exaltethehym 
And yet in trouthe hemoꝛeconkoundeth hym tha 
auauncethe whyles he ſoo vaynly dothe laude / oz 
pꝛayſe hym fo: howegret cõmendablec holy euery 
man is in thy ſyghtlo worthy t gret he is e no mo 
re. ¶ The.lvi.chapter. A ma ſhulde gyuehym to 
humble warkes whan he is nat inclyned oꝛ dyſpo⸗ 
fed to hye warkes: 

On thou mayſtenat alway ſtonde in feruent 
del pꝛe ot vertue:noꝛ in thehyghedegreof con 


- Parte, | 
templacfon/butitis nedefultotheſomtymetko2 the 
kyꝛſtecoꝛruption of mankynde todeſcendeto low⸗ 
erthynges:and toberetheburden ofthis coꝛrupty 
blelyfe wyth tediouſnes and agaynſt thy wyll fo 
as longe asthou bereſt thy moꝛtalbody thou lhalt 
fele werynes and heuynes ofthy herte. thou muſte 
therkoꝛe whyles thou lyueſt in this moztal lyfe oft 
moꝛne ⁊ ſoꝛoweotthe burden and contradiccyd of 
thy body to thy ſoulefoꝛ that thou may nat cõtinu 

ally and without ceſſing egiue hede a cleue to ſpũal 
ſtudyes and to godly 2teplacion.Thenit is expedy 
ent tothe to fle to lowe and outwarde warkesand 
to take thy recreacyon in the exercyle of gode dedys 
#ſo to abydefermly my cõminge and heuenly vili⸗ 
tacion / and with that pacientlye to ſuffer exyle and 
d2yneſſeofmynde:vnto that J vyſytthe agayne 
delyuer thefrom all tedyouſnes.fo2 J ſhallemake 
the foꝛgete al ſuche anoyes dt labours ⁊ to toy in in⸗ 
warde qupetacion ofloule. I chal lay afozethecon- 
folacios of ſcrypture that with giad hert thou may 
begyn to walke in my cõmaũdemẽtes c ſay:the pei 
nes and paſſios ofthis woꝛld be nat woꝛthy to the 
gloꝛy ofheue.the whicheſhalbe manyfeſtedxſhew 
ed in vs after this lyfe. ¶ The.lvii.chapter Iman 
ſhulde nat reputehym ſelfe woꝛthy to haue cöſola⸗ 
cyon / but rather worthy indignacion ſaynge. 
Ode Jam nat worthy to haue thy conſola- 
tion noꝛ any ſpicitual viſitacion and therfoꝛe 
thou gode loꝛde doſte no thinge agayne ryghtwyl- 
nes, whan thou leueſt me in penurye;nede/ and de⸗ 


.. © 
ſolation.it I myght vet out frometerisofcontrici/ 


on tothe lymylitude ofthe ſeyet am I nat woꝛthy 


thy conſolacyon, I am nat woꝛthy but to be ſcour 


ged and punyſſhed. J haue ſogreuouſly: and ma⸗ 
nykoldely ſynned: and offendede the. in trouthe Þ 
am nat woꝛthy thy leſte conlolacyon. But thou go 
de loꝛde benigne a mercitul that wylk nat thy wer 


kes ſhulde peryſcheto lhewe the ryches ol thy excel 


lent godenes into the veſſel of thy mercy. ve / wyth⸗ 
out my pper meryte. thou withlauetoconfoꝛt me 


thy ſeruaunt aboue al mannes melure. Foꝛ thycon 
ſolacions be nat after maunes fables, what haue 
done my goode loꝛdethat thou ſhulde giue me any 
celeſtial conſolacion. Foz I knowe nat that Jhaue 
done any gode. but al way pꝛoneto vyte and ſlowe 
to amende me.trewe it is that J ſay Ican nat ſay 


nay.if I ſhulde any otherwyſeſay thou ſhulde ſtã 
de agapne me / and no man ſhuldedefendemeagay 


nethe. what haue I deßued foꝛ my ſynnes but hell 


and kyꝛe eternall. In trouthe J confeſſethat Jam 


woꝛthy all deryſion and contempte. it ſemetheme 
nat to dwel amonge deuout perſons. and thoughe 
J here uche thinges impaciently:yetſhal J lay: + 


repꝛouemy lynnes againe me. That I maytheſo 


ner opteyne thy mercy. What maye J lay that am 
ſo gylty and ful ok al tonkuſion. J haue no thing to 


ſay but only this woꝛde. Loꝛde god J haue euel in 
clynations:and greuouſly haue ſynned. Hauemer 
ty on me & foꝛgyue me I beſekethe. Suffer me aly 


tel that J may ſoꝛowe e bewaile my fines afoꝛe 
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paſſe hens vnto thecountrey ofdarkenes: couered 
with thedarkenes ok deth. land what doſt thou aſk 


moſt ot a wretched lynner:but that he beſoꝛow ul 


t made meke ofhis ſynnes. in very contricõn / and 
humpliacõn ofmanys herte:is very hope ot foꝛgy⸗ 
ueneſſe · Mãn ys conſciens ſo troubled with contri 
cyon is reconſyled to god. Allo grate loſtby lynne: 
is repared:and therby man is defended fro the wꝛa 
the ofgod / and there meteth togeder in holy kyſſyn 
ge halſynge ol god almygty c the penytent ſoule. 
The humble atricõn ot lynners is an acceptable ſa 
crykice to the good loꝛde:gyuynge a moꝛeſ wtete o⸗ 
dour vntothy goodnes thanne incenſeby kyer. it is 
alſo the pᷣcious x acceptable oyntmẽt that thou go⸗ 
deloꝛde wolde to be mynyſtred tothy fete foꝛ thou 
neuer dyd ne doſt deſpiſe but gladly receyueſt vnto 
thy grace a2tryte æ an hũble herte.thereis the pla⸗ 
ce ot᷑ rekuge tro the face ot wratheoftheenemy.the- 
re is clenſed x amedyd what ſo euer fylthe is others 
wyſedone. ¶ The lvitt chap. Graceis nat myxt wi 
th folkethat delyteth in erthely thynges. 3 
On my grace is a pᷣcious thynge.it wol nat be 
myrt with ſtraũge thynges noꝛ wyth erthely 
conſolacons.thou muſt thertoꝛe auoyde froothe al 
the ĩipedymentis ok grace ik thou wilt receyueit. alt 
a ſecrete placeto thy2templacon.loue to dwel with 
thy ſelt alone. ſeke nat veyne ſpekynge with other. 
but rather bethou occupyed with deuout pzayer to 
god that thou may haue a cõpũcte mynde c a pure 
2ſcience, le thou accompt al the woꝛlde of lytel pꝛice. 


| (Thethyde . 
in thy eſtymacõn. and afoze al woꝛldly thynges pꝛe 
arre thou the honour ⁊ meditacon ofgod.fo2 thou 
mayſt louyngly thynke on me. with that delytei 
woꝛdly c tzantitoꝛy thinges.thou muſt ſeꝑat and 
withdꝛawethy (elf fro the knowlege c dere frẽdys 
t thy mynde kro al bodily ſolace. as ſaynt peter the 
apoſtylcoũceyleth in his epyſtil. al criſten folke that 
they as ſtraungers a pylgrymes abſteynefrom alk 
fuchefleſſhly and woꝛldlythynges oꝛ plealures. O 
What ſure paſſinge ⁊ truſt ſhal he haue in his decel 
Ie. that is nat than ouercome with any woꝛldly al⸗ 
feccõn. but hath his hert ſadly fixte ĩgod almyghty 
c loſed fro al erthely thynges. A beſtly man know⸗ 
eth natthefredomeofmannysſoulc.yetifhedeſy- 
reto be ſpiritual.he muſt refuſeas wel his nye lren 
dys: as ſuche as be far fro hym in conſanguynyte⸗ 
and allo he muſt be moſt Ware ol hym ſelt. ik man 
pfitely ouercome hym elf. he hal thefonerſubdue 
other ennemyes tohym. Perkyte victoꝛy is a man 
to ouercome lirſt hym ſelf. He that holdeth hywſelf 
ſubiecte ſothat ſenſualyte obey to reaſon / and rea⸗ 
ſon obey to god in al thynges. Suche a man is the 
very coquerourofhym ſelfe and loꝛde ol the woꝛld 
ifſo be that thou fully deſy2eto atteyne that degre / 
and height: thou muſt manly enfoztethy ſelfe and 
begynne and to put thyne axe to therote of thy ſou 
le. lo that thou may plucke vp by the rotys and de 
ſtroy the hydde a the inoꝛdynate inctynacõnto thy 
ſelſea and to al pꝛyuate æ woꝛldly goodis. ok th ys 
vycethat a man louethehym too inoꝛdynatlyealł 
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Parte 
al tometh that is yif in man Which loue ther 
— —— we ſhal haue gſequẽtiy ivsgzet 
peas and tranquvllyte. But fo; as moche as fewe 
folkelaboureth to dye to them ſelfe. that is to ſay. 
to moꝛtiłieſuche ⁊traryoulnes in them ſelfe. noꝛ ges 


eth nat oute ofthem ſelte by contemplacõn oꝛ excer⸗ 
. tyſeofvertue.thertoze they lye wrapped in themſel 


fex may nat be lyft aboue them ſelfe [pu ally in ſou 


le. But hethat deltreth frely to walke with me. It 


is nedelul that he moꝛtyfie in hym elk al ylf#ino2- 
dynate affeccõns.ſo that he do nat iclyne ne cleue to 


any treature by pꝛyuate loue ot᷑ ⁊cupiſcẽs. ¶ The 


Ur * rd te monynges or nature c grace. 
ſethou gyuehededyligently vnto the mo 

Aynges oknature & grace:foꝛ their mouynges 

be very ſubtyl a ætraryous / c ſtarſely they may ve 


_ peeyuedbiitifa man be inwardly illumyned. & 
_ rymianloueth#deſireth that thynge thatis/0:1e- 


meth good. and euery manÞtendeth in his woꝛdis 
c ſaynges ſome goodnes. And therkoze many be de 
ceyued vnder the pᷣtens /#limylitudeofgoodneſſe/ 
Mature is wyly # thertoꝛe it draweth ſnareth and 


delſceyueth many weys. c it hathe euer it ſelt fo his 


ende. but grace walketh and makethe man Walke 


flymple wythoute colour oꝛ deceyte. It maketh mã 


to veclyneandflefrom al vlt. It pꝛetendeth noſna 
rys of deceyte. and it maketheman do hys werkys 
al puerly foꝛ god. in whom alſo he fynally doth reſt 
Nature doth dye ageynſt his wyl he Wol nat glad 
ly be oppꝛeſſyd oʒ ouercome.nehe Wol gladly be o⸗ 


Thethy2de 
bedient oꝛ ſubdued vnder other but with violence, 
Grate doth thecontrarysfo2it maketh man to ſto⸗ 

dy to moꝛtyfy hym ſelte. Alſoit reſyſtethto ſenſua 
lyte c ſobꝛydelethe hir that ſhe rebelle nat. Grace 
maketh a man to beſubiecteto other. It makethe 
hym to delyꝛe to be ouercome. It Wylle nat ſuffer 
manto vlehis owne liberte. It makethe man too 
wyl to be euer vnder dilcyplyne. It maketheman 
nat tocoueyte domynacion vpon other but al way 
to betolyue d ſtande vnder god. # foꝛ god to bowe 
hibly toeuery man. Mature laboureth a ſtudyethe 
euer to ⁊ foꝛ his owne pfite# gyueth hede what lu 
cte c auauntage he map gete by other. but gꝛace at 
tendeth nat to his owne ꝓkyte: but rather he atten 
deth what is gode c pfytable to many. Naturede 
ſyꝛeth gladly honoure c reuerence / grate gyuethe 
al hondur andglozy feyth fully to god. Mature dre 
deth ⁊tuſion ⁊̃ ⁊tempt.and grate ioyeth to ſullꝛecõ 
tynuely repꝛeues / toꝛment fo2 the name ot Jeſu. 
Mature loueth vdelnes and bodyly reſt. and grace 
can nat be ydel:but ſeketh gladly lome pꝛokytable 
labour; Mature ſeketh fayzethynges and curyous 
and aboꝛreth vylethynges and gros. And grace de 
liteth iſymple# humble thinges: it deſpiſethe nat 
harde thynges noꝛ to be ĩdued with olde garmẽtis 
Nature beholdeth tẽpoꝛal thynges / and ioyethe at 
erthely lucres. It is heuy at harme and anoneipa- 
cieut# wrath ful at an iiurioꝰ woꝛde: but grate be⸗ 
holdeth thinges ernal it doth nat iclynenecleuetoo 
tepalthinges; wherfoꝛeit is nat * in loſſe ol 


ueth man to do all his dedes and warkes foꝛ ppex 


Parte 3 
woꝛldly goodes: ne vered at ſharpe and harde woꝛ 
des foꝛ hehath put his treſour a toy in heuen wher 
no thinge may peryſſhe. Hature is couetous and it 
ſoner a gladlyer receyueth than gyueth. Allo it lo⸗ 
ueth pꝛoptte d pꝛiuate thinge:but grace is pyteous 
andlarge to the poꝛe and nedy. it eſcheweth ſyngu 
larite it is content wyth kewe thiges. and it iugeth 
that it is better and moꝛe blyſſed to gyue than take 
Nature inclyneth a man tothe loue okcreatures as 
to his owne body:to vaynelyghte and mouynges 
and to uche other thynges. but grace dꝛawethe to 
god # to vertues / it foꝛſaketh the woꝛlde t creatuꝛzs 
therof with al vanytes. it hateth carnal del yꝛes tit 
reſtreineth waueryng oꝛ wandꝛinge about a it ma 
keth man aſſhamed tobe in open plate. Mature ha⸗ 
th kone outwarde ſolace wherinhisſenſys delyte 


grace leketh lolace in god only. andit delyteth in ce⸗ 


leſtyal thynges aboue thynges vilyble Mature mo 


auayleit wyl do nothinge krely but truſteth fo: his 
gode dede eyther as gode a dede oꝛ a better oꝛ at the 
fauour oꝛ laude of man.therfoꝛeit ſetteth; moch by 
them bethey neuer ſo exyle. But grace leketh nat a 


ny tempoꝛalthynge:noꝛ it aſketh none other thing 


but god alion fozrewarde:no2 it aſketh no moꝛe of 


tempoꝛalkł thinges / but that he maye by the helpe of 
them cometo thinges eternak Matureiopyeth ofthe 
multitudeofcarnal frendesa kynnes kolke he hath 
pꝛide of noble kin oꝛ of the noble place that heis boꝛ 
nei / it gladdeth tobe wyth myghty men & wythe 


FT The thyꝛde 
his peris But gracemaketh man to loue his enemi 
esꝛnoꝛheis natpꝛoude ofthe multytudeokkrendes 
neit reputeth nat nobilite ofkrendes oz ofplacethat 
he cometh ot:but if moꝛe vertuebetherethan with 
other it fauoureth moꝛethe poꝛethan the rych it ha 
th ſoner compaſſiõ vpõ an ĩnocent than vpon a my 
ghty man. it ioyeth euer ĩ trouth a nat infalſhede: 
c it exoꝛteth gode folketo encreaſe ot vertue c gode⸗ 
nes c᷑ to be aſſimilateto the ſon ot god by vertue / na 
ture ſonecomplaineth ofdefaut oꝛheuynes that he 
ſuffreth.Butgraceſuffreth paciently al euylles.na 
ture maketh al thinges bowe to hym: it fyghtethe 
fo: hymſelfea repꝛoueth:but gracereferreth al his 
cauſe to god.it makethe man to alcrybe no goodes 
that hehath to hym ſelfe: but to god only of whom 
al godenes cometh oꝛiginally. it maketh ma hible 
E nat to boſte hi ſeleplũptuouſly it ſtriuis nat noꝛ 
Þferreth nat his reaſon oꝛ ſentencebyfoꝛe another. 
but ĩ euery cauſe oꝛ foꝛtune he ſubmytteth him ſelf 
tothe eternal wyledome t iugement of god. Hatu 
re deſyꝛeth to knowe a to here nouelties.he wyl al⸗ 
fo apere foꝛth warde and haue the lyght and expert 
ens of manythynges by his outwardeſenſes,hede 
kyzeth to do luch thynges that laude and gret pꝛay 
ſynnetometh ot. But grace doth nat deſyꝛe to kno⸗ 
and perceyue newe oꝛ curyous thynges. Foꝛ all ſu⸗ 
che vayne delyꝛes cometh of theoldecoꝛrupcyon of 
ſyune:ſythe no newe thinge and durable is vpõ er⸗ 
the. grace techeth theſenſesof man foꝛ to conſtrain 
and let the vaynepleaſour = to elchewe 
| 5 


Parte 
al outwarde auauntage:a to hyde mekely ſuch thi 
ges as be laudable maruelous in hym: #toſeche 
thelaude and honoureof god c a pfytablefrutful- 
nes ofeuery thinge a cũnyngethat mã hath. it wyl 
nat that man cõmẽde hym elle / ne exalt his vertue 
but it wyl that god be bliſſed in his gyftes:the wht 
ch gyuyth euery thinge alter his frecharyteck wy⸗ 
thout our deleruinges. This is a ſupernutural ly⸗ 
ght and a ſpetyall gyft ot god #itis a pꝛoper ſigne 
and token ol elect:and choſen ꝑſones ⁊ an ernes of 
euerlaſtinge laluaciõ:which lyftethe vp man from 


 theleerthly thiges to loue thiges celeſtial x it make 


th a ſpũal ꝑſon ot a carnalł. The moꝛe therfoꝛthat 
natureis ouercome the moꝛe grace is pette ĩito man 
and dayly is in warde man that is to ſayethe ſoule 


viſited #renewed with in warde graces a vikitaey⸗ 


on after the vmage ot god. ¶ The. lx.chapt᷑.Ofthe 
coꝛrupcion ot᷑ nature and the woꝛkynge of grace. 
Odegod that haſt made meto thy ymage & 
lykenes:graunt me thy grace:the whyche as 
thou haſt afoze ſhewed / is ſo gret a neceſſary to my 
ſaluaciõ that I may therby vainquyſſhe my right 
bad naturethat dꝛaweth me tolynne a ꝑdiciõ Ie 
le in my kleſſhe a lawe ofſynnethat impugneth the 
lawe of my mynde and maketh methꝛal to ſynne: 
to obey to ſenſualite in manythynges noꝛ j may 
nat reſyſt the paſſions oꝛ mocions therof. butifthy 
holy grace intounded ardently to my hert aſſyſt me 
Thy great a abũdaunt grace is nedełul to me that 
nature therby may be ouercomeĩ me whyche is als 


froour firſt fader A dam ito 
aftetthat it was viciat ⁊ defoyled by 


the monynge ol it let to mã. dꝛaweth euer to yl 
lowethynges.hye a heuenly thynyes left. Foꝛthe 
lytel vertue a ſtrength orthat nature the whych re 
mayneth:there is as who ſaith a lytel ſparke of ky⸗ 


ce wrappyd and hid in aſſhes · This is thenatural 


reaſon of man belappyd wyth greatedarknes, yit 
hauynge diſcrecõn ot gode ok arab + talſneſſe 
thonghett be vnabletofulfylfalthat he appꝛoueth 
noꝛ may nat vleyitth perfo;ectlotweth godeloy 


outivardeman: thatisto ſay my denn Jene 
to thelawe ot fynne: whyles Jobey mozetoſenſy 
atitethan to reaſon in his mocions.wheroftcometh 
that I wol that: which is gode, but Jam of vnpo 
wer to ꝑplourmeit J puꝛpos ĩ my mynde okt tymes 
many gode dedys oꝛ werkis. but foꝛ that grate wã 
teth that chuld helpemy infirmyte« febilnes.ther- 
foꝛe I goaſyde xcefle of gode doynge. fo2 alitel re- 


Pi 


ts tynne the peyne peynetherofdeſcendiditoeuery man 


ſiſtens,TherofcomeththatthougheJknowe the 
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Parte x 
wey ok perketcyon / and howe J ore to do: vit Ja 


ryſenatbydenoc6n offouleto ſuchepfytiies Tam 
ſo oppꝛeſſyd andlettyv by my dull coꝛrupt body 
thy grace goode loꝛde is to metherageyne ful necef 
ſary tobegynne goodneſle and to pꝛoułyte therin a 
to finyſſhe the lame in Fo2 Wythoute 


that grate I can no thynge do. and With thehelpe e 


okit I may do al thynges neceſſary to me. O thou 
henenly grace wythoute the whych no manmape 
be ofany meryte oꝛ valour befoze god; nes any na⸗ 
tural gyft is p2ofytableneythercraftes ne rycheſſe 
neyther beautye neſtrength: wytte oꝛ eloquenceve 
any thynge woꝛthe befoꝛe the gode loꝛde and grace 
wante. Foꝛ gyftes ot nature be gyuen indifferentiy 
to goode folke# vll. but the gyft ot etecteand goode 
plones is grace and loue 92 charite wherby they be 
nobyl c made woꝛthy euerlaſtynge lyfe: that grace 
is of ſuch woꝛthynes that wythoute it. neyther the 


gykt of ꝓphelxe / ne the woꝛkynge olf myꝛacles and 


fſignes noꝛ hye ſpeculacõn oꝛ cũnynge auaileth any 
thynge. Alſo neyther feyth ne hope / noꝛ other ver⸗ 
tues be accept of god without grace and charyte O 
thou bleſſyd grace that makeſt hym that is poꝛein 
ſoule ryche in vertues: and hym that is meke abun 


daunt ot goodes ſpũal come and deſcende in me. re 
plenyſſhe me ſone wyth thy conlolacyon. thatmy 


.foulefayte nat foꝛ Weryneſſe / dꝛyeneſſe of mynde 
I beſechethe goode loꝛde that J may kynde grace 


t mercy in thy light: foꝛ thy grace is vnough tome 


ik other thynges wantethat nature ackethe, Je 


— 
r 
0 

— — 


 Thethyide " 
E vexed / oꝛtroudled wyth many trybulacyons 
Ffhal dꝛedenone yk whyle thy graceis wythe me; 
That grace is my ſtrength fo: it gyueth-counlell# x 
f helpeto hymthathathit.Jthathy power vpon alle 
iugementes and wyſedom vpon alle wyſemen. It 
sehemayſtresoftrouth and thetechas ofdyſciply 
netheiyght/oftheſouletheconfozt ofp:eſſuresthe 
ch let away ofheuynes.the auoyder of dꝛede. the 
nozysofdcuocyon theb2ingerfo:th ofteres. what 
am without grace but as a dꝛyetre without moi 
ſture c an vn ꝓfitableſtocke to ſpũal beledĩge wher 
koꝛe Ipꝛay the gode loꝛde that thy grace may euer 
puent me. and make mebyſely gyuen to gode wo | 
kes by thehelpeof cryſte Jein. | 
¶ The.lxi.chapter weowetofozſake ourſeifes fo i 
lowe Cryſte with ourecrolfe, - 5 
1 On as far as thou may fortake a laue thy lelfe 4 
ſio moche moꝛethou ſhalt may paſſe into mer 1 
Foz iyke as theinwarde peas of mannes ſoule is to 9 
delyzeno thynge wythoutfozth lo a man fozſakyn 1 | 
gehymſelfe inwardly confoynethhym to god's J ” |} 
Wyifthatthon lerne to foꝛtake oz denye thy ſetfe p * 
fytelyinmy wilwith alcontradiccyon 02 cbrlant | 

|| 
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Folowe thou me foꝛ J amthe way. Jam trouth | _ _ 

ipfe. wythoute wayẽ nod man may god: andwy⸗ he 

Hout trouthe there is noknowlege. And withou 

lyfe no mã may lyue Jam the way that thou owe li 

to tolow / trouth to whom thou owe togiuecredes - Wi | 
Eamlyfethat thon owetohopei tohaueJ am the | i 

way vnmeuable#moſteryght J am troüͤth inkal⸗ | 

| 


estate 


Parte 

iytle a moſle hye. A am lyke without ende intrent z 
FEE ſpy: 
— — AY 1 


5 — Writbe — — 
this woꝛlde. Ffthou wylt reigne wyth mein heuẽ 
bere thy croſſe here wyth mein erthe. Foꝛ onely the 
ſeruaũtes ofthe troſſe fyndeth verely the way of ly 
ght a eternal blyſſe.¶ oꝛde theſu foꝛ aſmoche as thy 
wayisthe way of ſtraitnes # ofhardes the whych 
{Sodious to woꝛldly folke, therfoꝛe I beſeke theto 
gyueme wythe the contemptofthe 
may hateit verely as thou dyd. It is nat acozdyng 
that a ſeruaiit bepferred afoze his loꝛde:ne a diſcy⸗ 
ple aboue his mayſter. Thy ſeruaunt therfozeowe 
to be exercyled in thy wayes foꝛ theri is helth a ve⸗ 
ry holines. what euer J rede oꝛ here beſydeit J am 
nat refreſſhd:neJ take nat full dilectacion therby; 
Son fo: that thou haſt red d knoweſt theſethiges 
happy art thou / and thou ſ halt be bleſſid ifthou ful 
belt them:it is wryten he that hath my cõmaũdemẽ 
tes in mynde and exeruteth theym in his ronuerſa 


thy:de 
— — 


Jſhall chewe z open my lelke to hym a Ichall doo 
hym tolyt with me in the — of 117 fab Gode 


lozd as thou halt lalde a pt ſed ſo beit done to me 


I haue take the croſſeotthy hande J chal bereit by 
thy helpe a grace as —— pon me whyl vhylep 
Jlyuefoz truly thelyfe — e 
_ ofpenatfice;the whych is the very weyto paradyſe; 
the which wey I with otherhanebegone.it is nat 
leful to go backe & to leue it. aue doo bꝛethern goo 
we togeder the wey begon. Jeſus be with vs. Foz 
his loue Wetake vpon vs this cꝛoſſe of hardneſſe / x 


therkoꝛe late vs abidetherin fo his lake: foꝛ he Chal 


be our helꝑ that is our leder. beholde dur kige oth 
befozevs.heſhal feight foꝛ vs: folow wehym ſt 


gely: drede we nopyls. be we redy to dye with! hi 


goſtly ĩ thebataile of vices and hardnes, nelatevs 
nat fle from ſucheerercyſethat we confounde nat 
our ſelſe. ¶ The lxii.c. A man thulde nat be diſtom 
foꝛted whan he kalleth in any aduerlyte oꝛ delaute. 
On paciens humplite in aduerliteesdothe 
pleaſe me meoꝛe than moch conſolacion ) and 
deuocion in pꝛoſperite had. why art thou heuy at a 
lytell woꝛde / oꝛ dede done oꝛ ſayde ageyne the. It 


moe had belayd / oꝛ done to the: thou oughteſtnat 


to haue be moued at it. But late it nowe ouer paſſe 
This thyngethat thou haſt luffꝛed is nat the firſt 
noꝛ ſhall bethe laſt trouble oꝛ euyl that thou ſhalt 
lultre eth ou lyue, Thou art ſtronge and mantlulk 
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vnough where none aduerlyte is reliſtyngeageyn 
the. thou doſt wele counſeyle#can wel ſtrengthe o⸗ 
ther with thy woꝛdes. But whan ſodeyn tribula⸗ 
cion cometh to thy doꝛe / thou fayleſt than bothe in 
counſeylex ſtrength. Gyue hedeto thy great freilte 
the whiche thou haſt experience of in lytel thynges 
obiect ageynſt the. And foꝛ thy helthe whan ſuche 
thynges fall:lyft vp thy herte to our loꝛde as thou 
beſt can: itit touchethe: vit lateit nat thꝛowe the 
downe nelonge vnbelappe the. Suffer ſuchthyn⸗ 
ges pacyentiy:it᷑ thou can nat gladly . And ikthon 
here nat gladly: ſuch but thou feliſt:ꝑauenture ĩdi 
gnacion in the:repꝛeſſe the within thy ſelfe a luffer 
none inoꝛdynate wo wepaſſe from the: wherby o⸗ 
therſhuldebe ſclaundꝛed. A paſſyoun areyled in a 
man chal ſone be apeſyd and in warde loꝛoweſchall 
be made ſwete: if grace returneto man ageyne. vit 
Ilyue ſayth our loꝛde. I am redy to helpe the and 
tocomfo:t the moꝛe than I dyd befozeifthou wolt 
truſt vnto me deuoutly tal vpon me. Bethou mo 
re qupete and pacientthan thou haſtben. It is nat 
ko: nought that thou art often tymes troubled and 
tempted greuouſly:thou art a mana nat god.thou 
art a fleſſhly creature and none aungel. How may 
thou than thynke alwey to abide in one ſtate ol ver 
tue: whanne that was nat graunted to aungelk in 


heuen: ne vnto the firft man in paradyſe:the which 
bothe fel and ſtode nat longe in the ſtate ol ther cre⸗ 
acyon that they were create and lettein. J am he 
that arayſes theym that ſozowen loꝛ their lynnes / 


5 Thethyꝛde 
92 that otherwyſeſuffreth with pacyens aduerſy⸗ 


te. J.auatucethem that knowethetrinfirmyte:in 
pDdftpnyte; Loꝛde god thy holy woꝛde bebleC 
yd it is cwetter to me than the hony toome. what 

ro I doin many andgreatetzybulacyons and 


ngwyſſhes. werenatthatthoucomfoztedme wy 


th thy holy and ſwete woꝛdes: whyles I ſhalcom 
tothe pooꝛt ofhelthe eucrlaſtynge by pacyent lul⸗ 
fraunce ot aduerſftees, what nedeth mefozce what 
and howe greate / oz _ trybulacyons J ſuffer; 
Graunte me gode loꝛde J beleche the goode ende c 
an happy paſſynge from this woꝛlde aue mynde 
ofmedi oopelozde and dyzectemy lyfe and meĩ the 
wey ok rightwylneſſe to come tothy kyngdome. 

¶ Thelxiichap. Howe a man chuld nat ferche hie 
thynges:neſeke auentures thewhich god woꝛche⸗ 


. werde hydiugement, 


On bewarethat thou belputenat dchpema⸗ 
ters / oz ol the hyd ſugementis or god / as Why 

this man ts dampned 62 koꝛſake / and helytte vp to 
ſo greate and hye grate⸗ Alſd why this man is loo 
greatly punyſſhed wyth Sekenelle / pouerte / and 
che other. and this other man lo greatiy auaunſyd 
to rycheſſe and dignytees. Thele thynges wyth ſu 
che other excedeth al mannys confideracton oꝛ kno 
welegeꝛ koꝛ no mannys reaſon oz diſputacion may 
t 35 * compayſetheiugementis of god. Therfoꝛ 
whan thyn ennemy ſuffrethtanptacyon tothe in 
any luch thynges:oꝛ ik other curious ꝑſones inquy 
retheſucheknowlege ot the;anfwere ageynevnto 
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theyme thisfayngeofthepzophete. Thou alwaye 
yd 


loꝛde art euer rightwyſle and thy dom ys ar 
alwayetrnea rightwyle. And alto this ſayngeof 
theſamepꝛophete. The iugementes ok our loꝛde ar 
trewe e iuſtifled iu them ſelle. My iugementes ſay⸗ 
th our loꝛde ar tobe dꝛed and nat to be diſtuſſed by 
manues reaſon. Foꝛ no mannes reaſon may cõpꝛy 
letheyme. Allo thou ſhalt nat inquyꝛe and deſpute 
ofthe merytes of ſayntes Whyche ar hyer in meꝛy⸗ 
tes oʒblyſle. Suche vayne belynes gendꝛeth deba⸗ 
tes and ſtryues / they allo noꝛyſſhepꝛyde and vayn 
gloꝛpe.alſo enuy aryſeth oftheſame whyles he his 
ſaynt;and anoder his labourech to pꝛeferre. To de⸗ 
ſyꝛe / to knoweo? to lerche luche thynges is but va⸗ 
nyte without al frute. and it diſpleaſethetheſayn- 
tes ſuche opynton. Foꝛ I am nat god ol diſcencyon 
but of vnyte and peale:the which peas is foũde mo 
rein true humyliacyon ot man / than in his exaltaci 
on. Som man hathe moꝛe deuocion to this ſaynte 
and ſome to other layntes / but that is moꝛe ot deuo 
cyon ot᷑ mannes affeccion than of godly oz goſtelye 
zele oꝛ loue. J am he that made al layntes. I gaue 
them grace and J haue receyued them to my gloꝛy 
Eo 1 any mannes merites puenting them 

ith my lweteblellynges. Jhaue knowenbefoze 
my louers #cholen ſeruauntes krom the begynnĩg 
Whome J haue elect c called by my grate krom the 
repꝛobate and dampnable auerſacion ofthe woꝛld 
ly peple. I haue cholen theym a nat they me and J 
haue dꝛawen theyme to me by my mercy, J haue 


elle. Ngthyngemay chaũge oꝛ depſlethem 
they beſntot eternal truth / and they bꝛenne in 
ſoule witz che arddoure of inextynguyble charyte, 
Such foleas be carnaltłceſſe to ſpeke oꝛ telle ofthe 
eandglo?y of ſayntis:foꝛ they can nat but loue 
pꝛyuate ioy. They do awey and put to as they fa⸗ 
uout / and nat after the plealure otthe hyetrutheof 
dur loꝛde cryſt ieſu. In many A gno02gunee 


Parte, 
but moſt in them that hauelytel vnderſtandynge / 
and therfoꝛe they ſeldomeloueany pſone perkytly / 
oꝛgoſtly. Many men be dꝛawen by naturel affecci 
on c louenowe to this ſaynt oꝛ man: noweto that 
tt ſõmeto this. ſõme too that. And as they behaue 


them in thele erthely thynges here:lo they ymagen 


to be ofheuenly thynges. But greatediffezenceis 
betwyxt the thynges that imperfyte folke do yma 


gyn o2conſyder, and theſe thynges that deuoute c 


illumyned perſones ſeeth by heuenly — ar Hg 
therfozeſon bewaretoo treate vpon ſuchethynges 
curyouſly that excedeth thy knowlege. but labour 
thou rather / and indeuour thy felke that thou may 
be ſoꝛted wyth theleſt oꝛ loweſt that is ĩ heuen tho⸗ 
roughe the merytes or good lyke. what auaylethe it 
à man to knowe whyche ſaynt is moꝛe woꝛthy in 


heuen than other. but it he woldehumblehym ſelf 


the moꝛe / oꝛ woldegyne moꝛelaude and pꝛaylinge 
vnto god therfoze; He pleaſyth god moꝛethat thin 
kethebcſily wyth repentaunce or the greatneſſe / 


grefe of his ſynnes / and of the want of vertuethat 


he hath wherby he dyffrethe kꝛom the holyneſſe of 
fayutts: than he that delputeth of ther degre in he⸗ 
uen moꝛe oz leſſe. Better it is a man wyth deuoute 
p2ayers and wepynges to pꝛay to ſayntes /c wyth 
humylite offoule to adquyꝛe and purchastheir hel 
pe: than to enquyꝛeby vayne inqnylicyon their ſe⸗ 
cretis. They be wel content euerychone wyth hys 
toy, If men herelyuynge were content and wolde 
retrayne their vayne fpckynge/ and contencpon ay 


Che thywe 
boutetheym. They haue no gloꝛy oꝛ exaltacyon in 
their owne meꝛytes. foꝛthey allygne no goodneſſe 
vnto them lelfe: but to god alonly th the whychhath 
gyuenthemalthynges ok his infynytegrace#cha- 
ryte. they be replenyſſhed with ſogreat loue of god 
and wyth ſo abundaunt x folowynge ioy ther vp⸗ 
on: that no gloꝛy no? felycite may decreas / oz fayle 
theym; Alktheſayntys in heuen the hyer they be in 
glozy: the moꝛe humble / and lowe they be in theyr 
owneſight:and moꝛenere / and dere to mein loue⸗ 
It is wꝛetyn ĩ tue apocalips that the layntis ĩ heuẽ 
of humblenes dyd ſubmytte their crownes befooꝛe 
god: and they fel in their faces befoze the hũble lam 
becryſtieſu adhowrynge and wozſhippyngehym 
as their loꝛde god euermoꝛe lyuynge wythoute en⸗ 
de. Many folkeenquy2ebefily which ſayntismo- 

rep theknigdomeofalmyghty god:that 
know nat if therſelfeſhal be woꝛthy to be accomp⸗ 
ted with theleſt ſaynt in that kyngedom. It is no 
lytel but a greatethynge and grace to bein theleeſt 
ſoꝛt in heuen. where al that be there ar greatly ma 
gnykied ofgod. Foꝛ al that be there be called and ar 
thechyld2zen of god almyghty. whannethe apoſte⸗ 
les ot᷑ god queſtyoned amonge theym: Whyche ol 
them chulde moe pꝛekerred in thekyngdome okhe⸗ 
uen. They herde ageyne the ant weꝛe ok our loꝛde⸗ 
But if yebe — made mee / pure / and 
wythoute malyce as childꝛen be: yeſhalf nat enter 
thekyngdomeofeuerlaſtingelyfe. And hethat hũ⸗ 


Q ii 


Parte. A 
blethym as this chylde:he is moꝛe woꝛthy ĩ the kĩ⸗ 
gedom of heuen. wo be to them that dildaine to h 


blethem lelfe wyth chyldꝛen:foz they koz theyz pꝛe⸗ 


ſumpcion and pꝛyde ſhal nat be ſufkred to enter the 
humble pate ot heuen:the whyche admytteth none 
but humble and meke kolke. wo alſobe to ryche fol⸗ 
kethe whyche be ouertomen by inoꝛdynate loue ol 
theyꝛe ryches. Foꝛ ſuche ryche kolke haue here their 
conſolacyons and ioy. And thert̃oꝛe at the laſt poze 
folke that be here humbleokhert and content wyth 
theyꝛepoꝛedegreſhal enter into the gloꝛy ol god foz 
ſuchepenury and hardnes wronges and other illes 
as they haueſuffred here lyuingein this valeofmy 
ſery. where ryche folke lyuinge here in welthe ande 
pleaſourſhalbefhyt out wyth great ſoꝛowe and la 
mentacion:toꝛ that they haue loſte ſo ineſtymable a 
(oy fo2 achoꝛt woꝛldly delectacyon that they hadde 


here lyuynge. Joy therfoꝛe ve humble kolke and al 


ſo poze/fo2 veſ hal enherytethe euerlaſtinge ioy and 
kyngdom ok god / if velyue welk here in this moꝛtal 
lyle wyth perſeueraunce. 2 5 
¶ The. lxiiii. chapter. All hope and truſt that man 
hath is to be fyred in god allonly. 
Ode god what is my truſt that J hauei this 
lyke: and what is my moſte ſolace and cofozt 
of al thingesviſyblethat Iſeunderheuẽ. Is it nat 
thou; whole mercy is inumerable.ves ſothly. whã 
hath it be well wyth me at any tyme without the? 
oz whan myght any vll hap o2 come to methe bein 
ge pꝛeſent: Sothly neuer. J had leuer be poꝛe wy⸗ 


- Thethywe 
th the:than toberych wythoutthy pzeſens, J had 
leuer bea pylgrym here ĩ erth withthy fiſens/than 


topoſſeſſe heuen without the. Foꝛ where thou arte 


there is heuen and wherethou art nat there is deth 
and alto hell. Thou art alł iny delyꝛe and therfoze 
J haue nedeto lamentto pꝛay and cryecontynual⸗ 
ly akter the. I may truſt fully in none but in the foꝛ 
there may be no helpe in caſes of nede:but in the on⸗ 
ly my loꝛde — art my hope my truſt cc iny 
moſtetayth ful conkoꝛt and helpein al thynges. All 
other pſones feke theyꝛe ownep2ofyte and auayle: 
but thou allonly pᷣtendeſt and ſekeſt my ꝓkyte a hel 
the eternal. Allo thou tomeſt al thynges to my wel 
pea and whan thou ſendeſt me troubles afflyccivs 
and temptacions al ſuche thou gode loꝛde oꝛdeineſt 


_ fozmy wel and pꝛofyte. that by athouſande Way⸗ 
es art Wont topꝛoue thy choſen and beloued fuan 


tes:in whiche pꝛobacions thou art nat les to be pꝛai 
ſed:thanifthou had replenyſſed vs with heuẽly cõ⸗ 
ſolacions. In the godeloꝛde I put al ny hope c ſo⸗ 
cour. I ſet al my tribulacions and anguyſſhe in the 
Foz al that I beholde and le without the haue x 
tied it infyzmeand vnſtable. The multytude ofcar 
nal frendes auayleth nat noꝛſtrongehelpers ſ halle 
nat may helpe: ne wyſetonlnlers may gyue any p 
fytvble anſ wer oꝛ counſayle nerhe bokes ot doctout 
res mayconfoꝛt neany pᷣcious ſubſtaũtemay dely⸗ 
uer krothyhonde ne any ſecrete place may defende 
mant but if thou loꝛde god wylle aſſyſt helpe cõfoꝛt 
coũſeyleinſtruct and kepe hym Althiges that ſeine 


— —— —  — 


fo: tobeozdeyned to mannes peaſe and felycite, It 
thou be abſent they be nat woꝛthe: ne they haue oꝛ 
gyue any true telytite to any creature Thou my loꝛ 
de godtherfoꝛe art the ende ok al godes. the hyelyfe 
of al thepꝛotounde ſpekyge ol al eloquens c themo 
ſte ſtronge hope and ſolaceofthy ſeruauntes. My 
tyen be intendingeinto the. J truſt fullyein the my 
loꝛde god fader of mercyes. Blyſſe and ſanctify my 
ſoule with heuenlybleſſyngeꝛ that it may be made 
thy holy tabernacle and dwellynge place and theſe 
teofthy eternal gloꝛvye. No thynge be koundein me 


at any tyme that chuldeoffendethy hye maieſte al 
terthe gretnes ot thy godenesand thy manpfolde 
mercyes beholde me:and heregracioufly thepzater 
ok me thy poꝛe leruaunt beynge ferre exyled ĩ there 
 gyonoftheſhadowe ok deth. Dekende / and 2ſerne 


the ſoule ol methy ſeruaunt gode loꝛde whyle Ila 
bour amongethe manpfolde peryls ofthis coꝛrup 


tyblelyfe:and dizectit by thy grace2tynually ĩ this 


lyfe vntothe kynall countre of euerlaſtynge peaSx 


claryte. Amen. 
¶ Here endeth thethyweboke ol Jhon Gerſon? 


Empꝛynted in London by Kycharde Pynſon. in 


fFleteſtrete at the Sygne of the Geozge.at the com 
maundement and inſtaũte ot the ryght noble er⸗ 


tellent Pꝛyntes Margarete moderto our ſouerain 
loꝛde Kynge Henry the. vii. and Counteſſe ol Rych 
mount and Derby. The yere ok ourloꝛde. M. b. ii. 
The. xxvii.day of June. L 
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FT dement of the moſt excellent pꝛyn⸗ 
ces Margarete:moder vnto our ſo 
1 uerepne loꝛde:kinge Henry the vit. 
e Coũtes ot Richemoũt and Darby 

1 Aud by the ſame Pꝛynces it was 

trantlated oute ol trenche into En⸗ 
=. gliſche in fourme and maner enſu- 
DL. 1 ot our loꝛd god M 


CPoaologus. 


Dmetomeſaythe our mercyfull loꝛde / all that labo⸗ 
reth and be charged / and J ſhallgyue vntoyourefec 
cyon. And the bꝛede that J hall gyue vnto you: halbe my 
fleſſhe foꝛ thelyfe of the woꝛlde. Take and ete it fo2 it is my 
body that foꝛ you ſhalbe gyuen in ſacrifice. Do ye this in re⸗ 
mẽbꝛaunte ot me. Foꝛ who ſoeteth my kleſſhe / and dꝛynketh 
i my blode: he ſhall dwelle in me and J in hm. 
05 ¶ Theſe woꝛdes that J haue layde vnto you belyfe & (pys 
rte ol helthe. 


C In what great reuerente and feruentdeſy22e we ought to 
my loꝛde Jeſu cryſt eternall trouthe / theſe woꝛ⸗ 
0 des befoꝛelayde be thy woꝛdes. Albeit they haue 

ſelfe place, vet fo2 vt they be thy woꝛdes J ought 
feythefully / a agreably to vnderſtande theym. They be thy 

- fozthouhaſt ſaide theym foz my helthe: J wyll gladly recey 
ue the ot᷑ thy mowth:to thende they may be the betteꝛ ſowen 
ue / Iwetnes xdileccion greatly excyteth nie:but loꝛde my p- 
per ſynnes fereth # dzaweth backe my cõſcience / we e 
teth a puoketh me: but the multytude ol my lynnes charge 
the ct loꝛe greueth me. Thou cõmaũdeſl that J chal come vn 
may receyucthenozyſhinge of ĩmoꝛtalyte it I deſyre tooß⸗ 
teyne the Joy and lyfe eternall. Thou r 

ſwete a ampable a woꝛde is thãt in the Ere of a ſynner: that 
me that am ſo poꝛe ⁊ haue ſo moche uede otthe holy cõmunx 
on ol thy pꝛetyous body. O gode loꝛde what am I to pꝛeſu⸗ 
g thou layſt come pe all teme, Whos aſketh @wylleth this r 

ght meke wotthyneſſe/+ amyablebiddynge. Yowelhall Þ 


recexue our loꝛde Jeſucryſt Capitulopzimo. 

nat beu ſayde in one ſelfe tyme: noz weeten ĩ one 

woꝛdes / a thou haſt pferred them. And they benowe myne 

&planted in my herte. Thy woꝛdes of ſo great pyte kull ot᷑ lo 
receyue ſo great a myſtery. The ſwetnes or thy 

tothe feythtully: it I wyll haue part with the tothe ende Þ 
me that labour a be charged retreſſhe y 

thou my loꝛde a my god lyſteth ol thy benynge grace tobyd 

me todel xe theꝛthat the heuen / xerthe may nat co pꝛeh 

dare come vnto —— a all 


Fe os honour the: theholy/aiuſiece 
res d2ede the. a thou ſayſt gode loꝛde vet come pe all vnto me 


Loꝛde who l hulde byleue this thynge to be true: ifthy ſelſe 
(ayde it nat. And who is hethat durſte appꝛoche there vnto: 


thou dydeſt nat cõmaunde it. Noe that iuſt man labouted 
by an hundꝛeth vere to make the arke / to the ende he myght 
be ſaued wyth a ewe of hys people. Howe may J pzepayze 
me than in an howreꝛ to receyue the wyth d we reuerence cõ⸗ 
— and creatour of all thys woꝛlde. Moyles thy greate 
fampliet and ſpetial ftende made tharlte or tymber: nat coꝛ⸗ 
ruptible whiche he couered with right pure gold c pyt in the 
tables of the lawe / a Ja coꝛtupt creature howe ſhallJnowe 
dare receyue the that art condytour of the Lawe / and gyuer 
of grace and lyke vnto all creatures. The right wyle Salas 
mon kynge ol Jſraeledifyeda ryche Temple to the pꝛailyn 
ge ot thy naine by the ſpace ol vi. yere / and by vii. dayes ha 
towed the feeſt of the dedicacon of the lame / he offred a thou⸗ 
lande hoſtys to patitye thy gbodnes wyth / and put the arke 
of alyaunte in tie plate made redy loꝛ the lame wyth the ſoũ 
de of clarvons / and trumpettys. Howe dare J than curled/ 
and right poꝛe amonges other cꝛeatures receyũe the into my 
howſe: whyche vnnethe can knowe that J haue well palled 
and enployed one howre of tyme / nouther to iny knowlege 
that Jhaie deyoutly paſſed one halte howre. Go my god 
hojve many hatte thert ben befoieme / that haue ſtudyedto 
do any thynge that myght pleale the. Alas howe lytel thin⸗ 
e ſhoꝛt. And yet whan A de 
ole me to receyue thy holy comunyon/ Jam but loſely ga⸗ 
Died to getherand kullcoldiy parged krorm all diſtraccionsof 
mynde. Andeettepiiynorogitacons vupzotitable ought to 
come into the holy pelence or thy derte. Allo Joughtnatto | 
occupve me wyth any creature: foz I chall nat recevue an aũ 
gel but the loꝛde ol aungels into the leerete ol iy herte. 
¶ For there is a greate Difference bytwene the Arte ot 
alyaunce wythhisrelyques / and thy rightpure/andpzecy- 
ous body with his vertues nat faylynge: but euer moꝛe du⸗ 
rynge. ¶ And bytwene the lacrykyte of the pꝛekyguratyue 
la we that was tocome / and the true hoſtyc ot thy pꝛecyous 
body that is thaccomplyſſhment ok all the olde ſacrifice. 


¶ wherfoꝛe than ſhuldenat J be moze inflamed in thy ve⸗ 
nerable pzelence; and by moꝛe ſolycitude pꝛepayꝛe mie to re⸗ 
ceyut the lacred and holy gyftes and benefytes ol the. In 
lo moche the holy auncyent patryarkes and pꝛophetes / kyn 
ges and pꝛynces with all the people: hathe ſhewed ſo greate 
— towardes thyne honoure and dyuyne ſeruyte in ty 
¶ The right deuout kynge Dauyd inclyned to the arke ot 
god with all his ſtrength knowlegynge / d reincbꝛynge the 
benefytes done vnto his faders: he made oꝛgayns of diuers 
maners: # he compoled pſalmes ⁊ inſtytute that they ſhuld 
be ſongen / and he hym lelle lange theym with gladnes / & ol 
ten tymes with the harpe of the holy goolt This byngein- 
ſpired with the grace of god: hath taught the people of Alra 
el to pꝛayſe god with all their hertes. bleſſynge / honourynge 
ct pꝛechinge daily his holy name. Jffogreat deuocon and te 
membꝛaũtce was done with dyuyne ſeruyce / #pzayſynges 
befoꝛe tharke ot his teſtament / howe great reuerence and de 
uocion ought we thanne to haue iu the pzeſence ofthe lacra⸗ 
ment / and in the ſumpcön of the right excellent body ot our 
loꝛde tefu cryſt. Alſo all cryſten people vſe to renne vnto dy⸗ 
uers places: foꝝ to vyſyte the relyques of ſayntes / and mer⸗ 
ueyleth to here the maruelous dedys aud werkys ol theym 
They beholde the great edyfices / oz byldynges of temples / 
and kyſſes the lacrefyed bones of ſayntes wzapped ĩ clothes 
of fylke and golde. and thou my loꝛde god ſaynt or all ſayn⸗ 
tes: creature of all thynges / loꝛde of all aũgels: thou art he⸗ 
re p2clenton this aulter befoze me, Often tymes the curyo- 
ſyte of men and nouelties ofthynges nat ſene be of lytel fru 
te and leſſe to be ſetby:pꝛyncipally where there is lo lyght re 
cours and great wauerynge wyth oute any contrycõn. but 
my god thou art all pꝛelent in thys bleſſyd ſacrament of the 
auter very god and man ieſus cryſte / in the whyche the kru⸗ 
te eternall of helthe haboundeth and is percevued all the ty- 
mes that thou art wozthely receyued. And to this / here dꝛa⸗ 

| all 


weth nat any lightnes of ſenſuall curyoſite: but ferme feith 


deuoute hope / and pure charyte. O god inuyſible: creatour 
o all the woꝛlde. Howe marueyloully doeſt thou wyth vs: 
howefeythfull doeſt thou wyth theym that purpoleth to re 
ceyucthy lelle in this blelſyd lacrament. Certeynly it ſur⸗ 


mounteth all vnderſtandynge: ( dzaweth ſpecyally the her 


tes ol deuoute people to deuocion and enbzaceth their affecti 
on. Fo thy true and keithtull frendes that diſpoſeth all ther 


lyle to amende theym: receyueth often great grace of den o 
cion and vertue ofthat mooſt woꝛthyeſt ſacrament. O mar 


uelous hidde grate which the feythfull cryſten people of our 


loꝛde only knoweth. But the inkydels and ſubgettys vnto 
ſynne may therof haue no experience. In that lacrament ve 
83 9 — armed: and the vertue that was loſt 
couered. Sonꝛtyme this grace: that often wyth the pleny- 
tude ol deuocyon gyuent nat only vnto the thought: but al 
ſo vntothe feblebodythemyghtand ſtrengthe is augmen⸗ 
ted. wherfoze it behoueth vs tohaue loꝛowe and pyte of our 
flouthand neclpgence that we be nat drawen with ſo great 


deſire and affeccion to reteyue our loꝛde ieſu cryſt in whome 
ls all hope / and the meryte oltheym that ought to be laued 


Foz he is our helth and reden peyon / and the conſolacion of 
vyatours / and the eternall fruycion ot ſayntes. ¶ Alſo we 
ought to haue ſoꝛowe ot that ſo many vnderſtandeth / ſaue⸗ 


reth / reuertceth ſo lytell this holy ſacramient: which Joys 


eth the heuen / and kepeth allithe woꝛlde. Alas thys blynd⸗ 
nes / and hardnes ofmennys hertys:that wyll nat conlidꝛe 
ſo ſyngler and ineſtymable a gyft as is gyuen vnto vs: but 
falleth to inaduertente by daily vſage. Foz ifthe ſacrifyce.of 
this holy ſacrament were done only but in one place / c but 


ok one pꝛeeſt in all the woꝛlde: wyth howe great deſire wene 
ve the people wolde go to that plate and tothat pꝛeeſt tahe⸗ 


re the godly myſteryes done of hi . But nowe be made ma⸗ 
ny pꝛeſtys: and in many plates thys hooly ſacramentis of/ 


— 


— A... 


and beautye by ſynne waſted / is re 
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fredtothendethat the grate and lone of god tomã may v 

moꝛe appere: and toꝛ ſo moche as thys holy — 
ſpꝛed thoꝛough oute the woꝛlde. Thankynges by mto 
good paſtoureternall that haſt vouchedſaue to refrellh/#fe 
devs poꝛe banyſſhed creatures wyth thy right pᷣcpous vod 
t blode: and allo by thy woꝛdes of thy ꝓper m uth, i Foal iſ de. £ 
ſy:ed vs to tecevue this holy 1 ome ve all to 
me wethan ion and o e 
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— come viito the 

thy mercy and bountpe. le 
uyour I hungry and thurſtyv 

re and nedy vntothokpn ge 
lordes the creature vntoh hisnt 


comeſt vnto me. who am 

owne lelf>to, Howe bare . to appero b 

the. Andhowo ay Clone to come vntsdlichea we 
TT A FAntwell Undexttand 


that no thynge gdode is in hm he > aig 
thysgrace vnto me Chan Ntoniteſle myne 

neſſe and knowlegethybountyFanDp ſeththupyteand 
gyue vnto the thankes foꝛ thyne ſomoche great charyte. 
Thou doeſtthys fo: thy elfe gode lo de ad nat my me 
ryte: tothende — — the moꝛe be knowen: 
vnto me. Thycharyte is inoꝛe largely veretyed / a thy me⸗ 
keneſſe cõmended moꝛe perkytely: ſythen that it thus plea⸗ 
leth the and ſo thou haſt cõmaunded it to be done: thys thy 
pleaſure contenteth nie: and wyth my wylliny wickednes 
ſhall nat reſyſtethe. ¶ O ſwete / and benygne Jheſu 
howe great reuerente and gyuynge thankes wyth perpetu 
* pꝛayſynges be due vnto * my goode loꝛde * Cryſte 


that by thy pleaſure and will J may recepu thy bleſſyd bo 
dy:whos woꝛthynes no nian is foũde able to declare oꝛ expᷣl 
le, But what (hall J thynkeof this comunyon whanne J 
Challcomevnto the my loꝛde god whiche J can nat duly ho 
noure / and yet J delire deuoutly to receyue the. what may 
Ithynke better a mozep2ofytable fo: me: thanne to mcke 
my ſelte holy befoꝛe che: and to pꝛayſe thyne infynyte boun 
te aboue all thinge. N pꝛayſe the iny loꝛde god euerlaſtingly 
anddyſp:ayſe my ſelfe and ſubmytte me vnto the depnelle 
or my wretchydnes. ¶ O my god thou art ſaynt of all ſayn 
tes and I the kylth ot all ſynners/ vet thou inclyneſt thy lel 
ke vnto ine that am nat woꝛthy to beholde the. 
¶ Alas my ſwete creature that ſo miekely tomeſt vnto me / 
and wylleth to be wyth we! and deſizeſt me vnto thy dyner 
and gyueth vnto me the mete ol heuen and the bꝛed ofaun- 
gels which is bꝛed oflyie: anduo leſlethynge than thy ſelfe 
whyche isdylcendedfro beuen and gyue lyfe vnto the woꝛl 
de. Late vs ſet here what greate loue pꝛocedeth from the / # 
——.— doth lane vpon vs. 
CH ; poldyngesofthankes and louynges be due 
wr — iD Home pꝛofytable æ howe hel⸗ 
— — pil whanthou'inſtytute and oꝛdey⸗ 
ned this gratyongg Qho wel wete / and Joyous is 
that keſte / wherin tion halte gyuen vnto vs the fedynge ol 
thy pꝛecyous body, ¶ O gode loꝛd howe maruelous be thy 
operatyons / and howe myghty is thy vertue and thy trou⸗ 
the vnable to be tolde. Chou haſt ſayde and all thynges we 
re done: and all chat thou haſt cõmaunded: hathe taken ef- 
kecte. A maruelous thynge tobe byleued / and karre aboue 
the vnderſtandynge of man: that thou my Loꝛde god very 
god and man arte holy conte yned vnder a lytell lykeneſle of 
bꝛed and wyne / and thou art hole receyued withoute conſu | 
mynge of hym that ſo receyueth the. 
C Thou Loꝛde of all that haſte no nede of any thynge / yet 
thou haſt wylled to inhabyte wythin vs by thys thy hooly 


nen Loꝛde kepe my herte and iny body vudefyledto 
the ende: that with a pure and a Joyous antennen ge 
often receyue the to my euerlaſtynge helthe. 06455: 
¶ This holy myſteryes which be inſtytute ande deynene 
chefely vntothy honour and erpe 1 — membzaumte, 
— — kynges vnto thy 
nennen comfozththatitlil 
hym here in this vale of tee | TH 10 t — nf tt 1e. Arg 0 
ten tymes as thou remen NCITTAVE —— f 7 threeviieſ 
this bleſlid body — SS howreceyuel 
ke ot thy redaiypryon/ and art made partyner o 
rytes of our loꝛde Jeſu Haryte is neuer 
hed. the greatnelle ol his mercy taneuett nlumed. 
koꝛe thou oughteſt ta dylpole theal wenn 

uynge ot thy thought zoughtelb — Unogreatiny 
ſtery ofthyhelth by ttmeyue epſon — —— 


¶ And this werke ought obebnte 

ioyous whan thou recẽvueſt it. 

hadfirſt deſcendedintothe wombe ofthevirgyn 

made man / ee 
the ol man vpon the croſſe. 


¶ what greatprofytcitisoſtentorrrepue thebody of our 
tozde Jeſu cryſt. Ca. iii. 
O2de J. come vntothetothende that welth mayco- 
me vntomeofthygyftandthatJmay Joyeat the 
Fap fect that thou haſt made redyvutomepoze wietcheby 
thy ſwete benygnyte: inthe whyche my ſauyour is all that 
I may oz ought to deſyꝛe: foz thou art myhelth/my redem⸗ 
pcion / my ſtrength / honour / and ioy. Alas iny loꝛde god ma⸗ 
keme thy daily leruaunt Joyous. Foz inv loꝛde Jelus I ha 
ue reyſed my ſowle vntothe / and nowe deſyꝛethe deuoutiy 
t teuerently to reteyue the into my hows / to thende Jmay 
dolerue with zachee to be bleſſyd of the / and to be accoimpted 
amonge the childzenjof Abꝛaham / ¶ My ſouledelireth thy 
body / my herte delyrethe to be vnyght wyth the, Gyuethy 


dꝛyſons and 


ſelle vnto me gode loꝛde / a than J ſuffiſed? foꝛ wythoute the 


noconſolacion / no2comkozte is goode: wythoute the Jmay 
nat be / and wythoute thy vyſitacion J may nat lyue. wher 
koze it behoueth ine often tymes to come and appꝛoche tothy 
. foꝛthe remedy of iny helth tothe 
nter rn ofthis moꝛtall Iyfe if I were 
Jef from thy [pirytus noꝛyſſhynge. | 
( Alſomyright mercyfulilozdc Jeſu whanethou haſt pꝛe⸗ 
\vntothe people/andheled them ofdyucrs ſykenes thou 
—— wyllnat leue theym faſtynge / and wythout re 
keteyon: leſte perauẽtute they myght fayle in ther way. Do 
wyth me than goode lo e in that maner: ſyth thou haſt left 
thys holy lacrament fon thecomfozte ol keythlull people: ſoz 
thou art the ſwete refertyon of the ſowles of theym that ha 
demande cten the and they ſhalbe ꝑteners 
and inherytours o? the eternall io y. Certepne it is vnto me 
neceſſarythat ſo often ſynnes and ſo ſone kelys and at euery 
houre fayles to come vnto che: tothende that by contynuall 
and by thercceyuynge ofthy hooly 
body J may purifyc / and rene we the heete of my refeccyon. 
Foz perauenturt in abſteynynge me to longe to recevue the: 


Imap leue / foꝛgete / and renne from my goode purpos. Foz 


the wytte of man and woman krom their childhode be incly⸗ 
ned vnto euyll. Andiithysdyuyne and godly medicyne hel 
pe vs nat: incontynent we tall vnto woꝛſe. Than thys holy 
cõmunvon dꝛaweth men kꝛom euyll / and com foꝛteth theym 


ageyne in goodnelle: foꝛ J am many tymes neclygent / and 


okten keled whanne J commune oꝛ wozthypmy god, what 
ſhulde J thanne doit J toke nat that medecyne / and alke of 


hm hys grace and helpe. And albe it J am nat alwey well 


diſpoled to receyue my treature.yet chall I put me vnto pev 
ne torcceyue theſe lacred myſteryes in tyme conuenable: (0 
that J may be made a partyner of ſo greate grate. Foz it is 
one of the mooſte pꝛyncypall conſolatvyons vatoafeythefull 


lowle: foꝛ the tynie they ſhall make ther pilgrymage towar 


des the fn thys moꝛtallbody / and tothe entent we may haue | 
the moꝛe mynde of thy benekytes. ¶ My loꝛde god'J | 
moꝛe oftenreceyue the: mylouynge Londe wytcha den 
chought. O merueylous gentylneſſe of thyne vnſpel 
petye towardys vs: that thou loꝛde god creatures 

oflyfe vnto all ſpirytes / hathe wylled tocome vutooneſopo 
re aſowle with thy deite 2 cg wt 
lowlehath lyſted tobe made fatte wyth thy graces theholy = 
vnccion ofthy lwete ſpyzite. O happy thought and we 

py ſoule that deſerueth deuoutly to teceyue hys god his io 
and creature: and in that receyuynge tobe fulfilled with ioy 
and ſpirytuall gladnelle, O what greatlozde recepueſt thou 
O what and howe great an hoſt enterteyneſt thou intothy 
lodgynge: Howe toyous alelowe tabeſt thou intothy hows 
Howe keythfull a krende thou admytteſt vnto the. Dhowe 
gode / noble / and wete aſpouſeenbꝛateſt thou which ought 
tobe byloued and deſyzed aboue all thynges. O right wetr 
beloued loꝛde / the heuen and erth and all the oꝛnamentys of 
theym holdeth ſcylence in the pꝛeſente o thy face. Foz what 
pꝛayſynge honour / and beautye they haut / it is ol thy merey 
and largenes / and can nat be lyke vnts thonour and beaute 
ok thy holy name: of thy laprence: Wehe is nonoum 
be nouther ende. 

¶ Howe many cömodytels be gyuen vnto theym that de⸗ 
| Flozdegod Jhumblybeſeche the topꝛeuent me thy 
leruaunt in the bleſſinges ol thy wete mekenes So 
chat J may delerue to conte woꝛthelp / & denoutly tothe ho⸗ 
ly lactamẽt moſte tobe magnytyed. Styer my hert a loſe it 
from the dull heuyneſſe ofmy moztall body. Uyſite me with 
the meſſãger ot helth / and gyue me totaſt thy (wetnes ſpy2y 
tual which ts hydde fully in the ſacrament as in a koũtayne 
of all lwetneſſe. Jllumyne myne iyen to beholde thys great 
mpfſterye / ⁊ ſtrongiy 2ferme me to beleue the feyth vndoub⸗ 
table foꝛ it is thy werke c nat the powez of man It isthy hoy 


we dynaũte a nat by mannys deuyſe. Fo? there is no man 
ade ableofhymlcife to conceyue a vnderſtande theſcholy 
nyteryes whych pallcth the ſubtylte of aungels. Thanne 
howe may J poꝛc r wvo2thy tuner which am but erth and 
Slerchetconcepue ſo hygh a holy ſecrelye / loꝛde tome 
plenes ot herte / a in ferme feythe / and by thy 

nent / # wyth hope and reuerence. And tru 

yleue that thou art here pꝛeſent in this holy ſacrament 
ry god and man. And thou wylt J ſhall receyucthe / and 
Joyn to the by e, wherfoze J humbly pꝛay / c 
cequyze that itmay pleatethe rue vnto me thy lpecyall 
grace: ſo that I maybeallrelented and flowe in thy loue in 
luche wyle that F ſhall natveſy2cany other conſolacyon, 
*Othy lacrament is the helthe of ſoule / and 


Foxthishyghe worthy ſacrame 
body, It is themedicyne ofallſpirituall ſckenes; in the why 
- themyfynnesbeheled: paſſions be refrayned: temptacons 


be ouercome and mynyſſhed: moꝛe great graces be gyuyn / 
the vertue begonne intteaſed / kaythe is enſtablyſſhed / hope 
is madeſtrongeandfoztyfyed:charyte is bꝛennynge a ſpꝛed 

defender ol my ſoule / and the repai 
nan / and the lender ofall An warde 


beloued frendes —— oth ſacrament deuoutly receyuyng 
it many cõmodytes. Foꝛthou intuleſt into ther loules great 
tomfoꝛt ageynſt dyuers trybulacõns: and from the depneſſe 
ofthetr ow ne ouerthꝛowynge: thou areylyſt them to the ho⸗ 
pe ol thy dyuyne helpe. And wyth a newe grace thou ĩward 
ly reneweſt / and lyghtneſt theym in luche wyle as they that 
lele theymbefoze the receyuynge of the Sacrament heuy / a 
dull / and ouerthꝛowen / and wythoute affeccõn and moyſter 
of deuecvon. ¶ After that they haue ben fedde wyth this he 
ucnly mete and dꝛynke: they haue foũde them ſelfe chaũged 
into a metuclous ioy: whyche thynges thou doeſt vnto thy 
« Choſen people by difpenſacon of thy pure boũte: lothat they 
may ntxtiy knowe by open experycnce that no thynge they 


haue noʒ may haue o*theym Cſelfe/and what grai 5 0 good 
nestheyhauc1t cometh ofthe Fepochepl nl 3 y bete 
de harde a vndeuoute:but — e kerue nt | ;Joz 
ous #dcuoute , Foz who challvathy omethmekely vi vn rothe 
fonteyne ot ſwetnes: and ſhallnatbzyn 9210 me 1 el quant: 
te ol lwetnes thertrom. I (hall al wepy ue my mowth vnt 
the hole of the heucnly pype of rf an ne: that Jinaz 
at thelceſt tea 0 25 emy thyꝛſte: lot 
Jbenatalldrye, Indthou Jmaynatbeheuenlyer 
med as thecherubynsande Po } | 
to deuocvon and pzcparemp JEET 
ly louynge ſacrament a Idelx net 5 tobee nk — dV 
tel flame — D gode ieſu h. 
ſaupour what lo euer verti . _ — s 'St 
A bcnyngly beleche the gracyoultyof thy 
hy thy great mercy, Thouthathaſt: | 
tres i ſaynge vutothem,coineyeall 
and becharg:; and 7 ha ul refreſſhe ye 
de J poꝛe ſynner labour m the wett 
{roma with ſooweofmpy! er charged with i 
1 wat trauavled wyth tempt; cc entrykedand oppꝛe 
ſed wyth many euyll paſſions; And loꝛde there is none that 
may delyuer me oz make me la. but thou my only god and 
ſauyour to whonie I cõmytte me and all my cauſes:tothen 
de thou kepe me and iede me vnto the lyle eternall: Receyue 
me vntothe pꝛailynges or thy name that halt made tedy vn 
to methy pꝛecious body and blode to mete and dꝛynke. My 
loꝛde god and ſauyour graũte vnto me by thy great bounte 
that in cuſtomable receyuynge of thy holy myſteryꝛthe affec 
cyon and deſy2e or my deuocyon may be encreaſed, | 


| COfthe dignyte ofthe cacraine. t ofthe aulter and oẽthoꝛ⸗ 


dee 0f pꝛeſthode. _ Capt. v. 


7. "Fs ou haddcſt the puryte of aungels and the holynes 
lapr e Baptyſt: thou ſhuldeſt nat be woꝛthy 


mo ps of men / that a man ſhulde conlecrate ⁊ treate 
8 S I body of Jelu cryſt / and take 
in mete the bꝛede ofaungels. O great myſtery and the mer⸗ 
gute or pzeſtys: vnto whome is gyuenthat: that 
auted vnto the aungels. Fo: the pꝛeſtys only duely 
echurche o cryſthaue power to do and to conſe 
body ot Jelu cryſt. Certeynly the pꝛeeſt is the 
3 — 4, ynge the woꝛde of god: by the cõmaun⸗ 
dement and odynaunce ok god. But god is the pꝛyncipall x 
upſible werker: to whome be ſubmytted all creatures to be 
- oxdzedaſterhis wyll and all to obey vnto his comatidemet 
- Than thou r 2 1 75 2 
right | Pp wil/02 any other viſy 
ble token. And therfoze to this hols werke thou oughteſt to 
come wyth great dꝛede andreuerence. Take hede thanne x 
| ſe fromwhomethis myſtery is gyuen vnto the: and that is 
; by the puttynge toofthehandes of the Byſſhoppe thou art 
admxtted vnto that hye rometh. Beholde nowe thou arte 
made a pꝛeeſt / and ſacreyd to do this holy myſtezy. Se than 
that feithfully and deuoutly and in due tyme thou offret thy 
ſacrifyce vnto god / and ſhewe thy ſelke irrepꝛouable c wyth 
oute defaute. Thou haſt nat louſed thy charge ot lyuynge: 
but haſtbounde the wyth a moꝛe ſtreyte bonde ok diſcyply⸗ 
ne / and art holden to a moꝛe greate perfeccyon of holyneſſe. 
The pꝛeſte oughtto be ano wrned wyth all vertues: and gy 
1 ue all their example of gode and holy lyke. Hys conuerſacy- 
„ on ought nat to be wyth comon people / oꝛ the weyes of co⸗ 
mon ment but wyth the aungels in heuen: oꝛ wyth the per⸗ 
1 kyght men in the erthe. The pꝛeſte clothed wyth holy veſty⸗ 
1 mentes: occupyeth the rometh of ieſu Cryſt / to thende that 
1 he may humbly pꝛay vnto god foꝛ hym lelle / fo all other. 
1 Foꝛ he hath bothe befo; ehym / and behyndehym the lygne 


- —— — — 
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# 
1 


on or our loꝛde teſt cryſt.Befoꝛe hym he beret 


ofthe crolle: that he may contynually remembzothepaſy | 


croſſe: to 


the ende that he dilygently beholde the traces and the exam 


kolowe them. Byhynde hym allo he is kigned with thecros 
to the entent he l huld ſuſtre foxthehonoureofgodall a 
lptees / Juttryes done vnto hym ok other. Bekozehyu 
bereth the croſſe foꝛ that heſhulbe bewaylehis pper ſpunes 
the lynnes of other / and to knowe hym ſelte that he is 
oꝛyſon / and from that holx e 
ſerue to purchaſe the grace ot god. 
maſſe he honoureth god / he gyu 
edykycth the churche / he helpet 
ueth reſt to them that be pallpd / a 
tyner of all goode wers 


— 


ples ot our loꝛde iheſu cryſt: and chat he © u ntl; M4 


CA inwarde remembzgunceandercet 
ght to haue afoze the xeceyupnge of the 
lucryſt, | nn 


ms. 4 


 o2bytethy ſayde conſcyence 


— ꝓper conſcpente wyth purpoſe 


menden. bs Cap.vh. 
DN argue nr ought todeſyꝛe wyth lo⸗ 


- ueraynereuereuce and pꝛotounde mckeneſle ok herte 
full and ferme keythe: humble hoope / and pytuous entente 
to the honour ol god tocelebꝛate take and receyue thys woꝛ⸗ 
thy ſacrament: exampne dyligently and make clere / # open 
the conſtyence by true contrycion and meke confeſſion as far 
as he hath powerz lo yt thou knowe nothynge that greuethe 
/ 02 let the frely to come vnto the 
ſame dayly. To haue diſpleaſure ofall thy lynnes ĩ generall 
ingenvlyoweme and [ynnes thou oughtelt to haue ſygh⸗ 

we moze ſpecyvall. And if the tyme lulkre it / con⸗ 

by rng od in ſecrete ol thy herte the myſcryes ot all thy 
— and haue ſoꝛo we that thou art vet ſocarnall / 
and woꝛldely / and ſo euyll moꝛtykyed from thy pallyons / ſo 
full of mocvons and concupiſecencys / ſo euyl compoled / & 02/ 
Dꝛed in thy outwarde wyttis ſo orten aplied vnto vayne fan 
talpes: bee inclyned vnto out warde thynges: ſo necly 
gent in the in warde ſpiritual thynges ſoredy to laughe and 
to all diſſolucion: ſo herde to wepe t to cõpunccyon: fo redy 


to folowe the loſe maner and the pleſures of the flelſhe: and 


ſoſlowe a dull to the feruour of vertue: ſocuryous to behol⸗ 


de / and to here newe fayze thynges: ſo neclygent / and lothe 
to lerne and deſire thynges that be meke and abiecte: So co 
uetous to recepue and poſſede many goodis. ⁊ ſo ſcarſe to gy 
ue theym / and glad to holde and reteyne theym: ſo cuyl auy 
led in ſpekynge / a lo incontynent to be ſtyll: So vnoꝛdꝛed in 
maners: ſo inpoꝛtune in thy dedys: ſo gredy / and ſo quycke 


in thy mete: ſodeffe vnto the woꝛde of god: ſo redy to reſt:ſo 


vnluſty to labour: ſo wakynge to fables: ſo ſlepy to holy vy 
gillys: ſo neclygent vnto the ſeruyce ortgod: ſo ſpedy to then 
de therof: ſo wauerynge to take hede: ſocolde in deuocion in 
the tyme ofthemalle; lo dꝛye in receyuynge ofthe lacramẽt. 


lo ſone withdꝛawen / ſo ſeldome well gadred vntothy lelfe/ 
ſo ſodeynly meued vnto wꝛath / ſo ealyly ſtized:tothe diſple 
aſure ofother / ſo haſty to iuge / ſo roughe in repuynge/ lo ioy 
ous in ꝓſperyte / ſo weyke in aduzrſyte/ lo otten purpoſyng 
many gode thynges / and lytell bzyngeth to good eſkecte. 

Thele and other thy d:fautes with loꝛowe x greate diſple⸗ 
aſure otthy pper fragylyte cõ feſſed and ſoꝛo wrully be wept 
Sette the thanne wyth full purpole alweyes to amende 
thy Celfe/and to pꝛokyte krom better vntabetter / and after 
offer thy lclie wyth playne reſignacõn xentyerwyll to tho⸗ 
noure of my name perpetuall ſacrytyce within the aulter of 
thy herte. That is to knowe thy loule and body cõmyttyn⸗ 
ge feythfully vnto me / that thou ſo may delerue woꝛthely 
to come and offre thy ſacrykyte to god and to receyuethe (a 
crament of my body helthefully , Foz no oblacyon is moꝛe 
woꝛthy noꝛ no latylfaccion can be ſogreate foꝛ to deface the 
ſpunes of mant as to offre hym lelte togod puerly and ent y 
erly with the oblacton ofthe holy body of Cryſt Jelu in the 
maſſe and the holy cõmun yon. And they who ſomeuer [hal 
do as moche as lyeth in them and haue very repentaunce of 
theiz offenſes paſſed:as oft as they ſhall come vnto me they 
ſhall recouer pardon and grace, J amlyfe and wyll nat the 
deth ora ſynner: but rather wyll that he retourne and lyue 
ageyne. And than wyll IJ nomoꝛe remẽbꝛe hys lynnes and 
trelpaſſes:but ail ſhalbe foꝛgyuen and pardoned vntohym, 


¶ Df the oblacõn of Felucrylt in the crolle ofthe pꝛopꝛe re- 
ſignacõn that man ſhulde make of hym ſelke. Ca .viij. 
(O goon as I dyd offre my lelfe / and my free wyll vnto 

god my fader iny handes ſpꝛede on the crolle and my 
naked body fo: thy ſynnes, In ſomoche that no thynge re⸗ 
mayned n mc / but all paſſed in ſacryfyce to apeaſe his wꝛa⸗ 
the: in lyke wyſe thou oughteſt to offre vnto me wyllyngly 
thy ſelfe in pure oblatyon dayly in the maſſe wyth all thy af 
feccyons / and ſtrengthes as pꝛofoundly / and feruently; as 


thou mayſt. what alte Jolthe moꝛe but that thou ſtudy to 


i j reſigne thy lelfe vnto nie entyerly. what thynge lo euer ellis 


thou gyueſt vnto me: I haue no cure. Foz J demaunde nat 
thy gyftes: but onlythy ſelfe. As no thynge ſchulde ſuffyce 
vnto the wythoute ine. Lyke wyle nothynge may pleaſe 
vnto me what lo cuer thou l halt gyue thou offre nat thy ſel 
e vnto me. Offre the thanne gyue the holly vnto me. e that 
oblacyon ſ hall be acceptable. Bcholde J dyd offre my ſelfe 
hooly vnto my fader toꝛ the / and fo2 the J dyd gyue all my 
body and blode tothe ende that J ſhulde be all hole thyne / 
and thou myne alſo. But and thou reſt in thy lelfe and with 
—— pꝛeſent the nought vnto me: thanne there is no 
4 von noutherentyerpertyght vnyon bytwene vs. 

— of thy lelle into the handes of alinygh⸗ 
ty god: ought to go betoꝛe all thy werkis if thou wylt optey 
ne lybertye ct grace. And the lacke ofthis is the caule that fo 
fe we folke be illumyned / and haue inwardly lybertye. Fo? 
they can nat renounce theym lelke. My Lentence is ferme / a 
ſtable: that none may be my diſcyple: withoute he renoun⸗ 
ceth all that he hathe. Than if thou delyꝛe to be my dileyple 
offre thy lelke vnto me wyth all thyne affeccion. 


¶ That we ought to offre vnto god all that we haue and to 
Par fo: all people. | CaP.ir. 


Oꝛde allthynges that be in heuen and in erth be thy 

ne / and my wyllynge delyzcis to offre me vntothe 
—— in oblacyon: Sothat I may be thyne euerla⸗ 
ſtyngly. And this day goode loꝛde J offre vnto the my lelf: 
perpetually to be thy ſeruaunt with my herte and ſoule ful⸗ 
ly tocontynue, J beleche the receyue thys holy oblacyon of 
mcthatam vnwoꝛthy to offre me vnto thy pꝛecyous body 
in the pꝛelence of aungels alſyſtynge inuylybly tothe ende: 
that it may be to the helthe ol me and all thy people. Loꝛde 
Jalſo offre vnto the all my ſynnes which J haue cõmytted 


befoze the and thy holy aungels: lith the firſt day that J be 
ganne oꝛ in any wyle myght lynne vntothys pꝛeſente day. 
And J beſeche the to inklame me wyth the bꝛennynge kyze 
of charyte: and to deface and putte away all the condicions 
of my lynnes. Clenſe my conſcyence from all ſynne / and re 
ſtoꝛe it vnto thy grace; that by ſynne J haue loſt. And per⸗ 
fectly pardon meof all my offences: that Jmayreceyue per 
kightly the ſwete kyllynge ol peas. what may do moꝛe foꝛ 
my ſynne: but mekely conteſſe theym wyth ſozowfull we⸗ 
pynge / and inceſlaũtly pꝛaynge the ol thy pytedus merey. 
¶ I beſeche the loꝛde exalte ine: and be vnto me redy whan 
Jam befoꝛe the. O my goode loꝛde ſoueraynly all my ſyn⸗ 
nes dylpleath me. and by thy grate J wyll neuer begynne 
theym ageyne: but euer hall haue ſoꝛowe fo2the as longe 
as Iſ hall lyue: and ſ hall be redy tado penaunte / make ſa 
tiltaccion ofthe beſt of my lytell power. ¶ wherfooze nowe 
goode loꝛde pardon me of my great and abhomynable lyn⸗ 
nes / and fo2 the honour ol thy holy name ſaue my loule wht 
che thou haſt derely bought with thy mooſt pꝛecious blode. 
And Jcompytte me good loꝛʒde vnto thy great mercy / and re 
ligne me hooly vnto thy handes. Do wyth me Loꝛde after 
thy bount pe: and nat after my malte and iniquyte. 

¶ Allo J offre vnto the all my dedys that IJ haue done: al⸗ 
be it they be kull fe we and vnperfyght: hat thou maiſt ſanc- 
tifye and amende theym as they may be agreable and accep 
table vuto the. And al weyes good loꝛde dꝛawe ine from bet 
ter to better / and conduyte and lede me ſlauthkull / and vn⸗ 
wozthy ſynner vuto goode and la wtull ende. 

¶ Jnlykewyſec J offre vnto the: the delyꝛes of all deuoute 
perĩones: the neceſſptees of all good dedys of my kynſfolke 
and frendes / and of all theym that hathe done me goode / oꝛ 
be dere vnto me / and all other foz thy loue / and they that ha 
ue deſyꝛed / oꝛ requy2zed nie to make ſacryfice fo2 theyr fren- 
des lyuynge / oꝛ palled the woꝛlde: So as they may fele hel 
pe / Conſolacyon / Defence / And Pꝛeſeruacvon from alle 


parels by thy grace/xdelyueracice of peynes ſo as they may 
velde vnto the Joy andgladneſſe with magayfiynge / and 
pꝛaylynge ot their delyueraunce. _ 
Joffrevatothe alſo pꝛayers / and holy ovtacyonsfoz all 
ſpecially that hath cauſed vnto me heuynes / hurte / 
oꝛ any maner of da nage. ¶ And lyke wyle fo: theym that 
J haue troubled / greued / vexed / oꝛ ſclaundzed in woꝛdes / oz 
dedys knowynglp / oz ignoꝛaũtly to thende bleſſyd loꝛde yr 
we all may be pardoned of our oftẽſis done the one ageynſt 
the other. And goode loꝛde Jheſu take from our hertys all 
ſuſſpicyon / wrath / and indignacion / and all that may bꝛeke 
oꝛ lette charyte / oz dymynyſſhe vs from thy eternall loue. 
O loꝛde haue pyte. Bleſlid ieſu haue pyte / and gyue thy mez 
cy vnto all theym that aſketh it: and thy grace vnto theym 
that hach nede. And make vs ſo woꝛthy to haue that grace 
that we may go vnto the lyfe eternall. Ainen, 


¶ That the holy ſacrament ought nat lightly to be 
foꝛboꝛne. Ca. x. 
¶T behoueth the often to retourne vntothe fountayne 
ok grace / mercꝝ / bountye / pyte / and puryte: that thou 
mayſt be clenſed from thy vyces x paſſions:ſo as thou maiſt 
be made moꝛe ſtronge / and wakynge ageynſt all tenptacy- 
ons and ſubtyll crattes ot the fende. Foꝛ thy ennemye kno⸗ 
wynge the great frute ⁊ remedye of receyuynge of thys ho⸗ 
ly ſacrament enfoꝛtceth hym by all maner of occaſyons that 
he may / to dꝛawethe vnto hym ageyne and letteth the fey⸗ 
thfull and deuoute people whan any dylpoleth theym to y: 


teteyuynge of this holy cõmunyon. The ennemye ſathan {| 


putteth vnto theym the moſt greuous tem ptacions that he 
mar. Alſo it is wꝛeten in the hyſtozye of Job. thys euyll ſpi 
ryte cometh age the childꝛen ol god to thende that by his 
curſed cuſtome / he perturbeth / pplexeth / and maketh them 
d:cedcfulldymynyſlhynge their affeccion / and inpugnynge 
theym of their feyth: lo that ꝑauẽture they leue their goode 


purpoſe of thatholy body that they at that tyme tome koꝛ to 
reteyue: but we ſhulde take no thought no feare ot the crat᷑⸗ 
ty cautiellis ofthat als enemy yt be lo foule i᷑ hoꝛryble: But 
all ſuche fantalyes we ſhulde caſt ageyne at the hede ol that 
wicked ſpiryte. it is a poꝛe mylcheuous ſpirite that ſo letteth 
dt mocketh vs. Ind koꝛ any allaultes ozcomocons that he ex 
cyteth. this holy lacrament ought nat to be let᷑te. Allo otten 
tymes to great ſolicytude fox deuocion to be had letteth:and 
ſomtyme ceryouſnes otconteſſvon to be made. But do after 
the counlell ofthe wyle / and takeaway this anxietye # ſtry⸗ 
ple: toꝛ it letteth the grace ot god / and deſtroyeth deuocyon. 
And leue nat the holy receyuynge of ielu cryſt / fo lytell try⸗ 
bulacon, deieccion / oz puſyllanymyte: but wyth goode wyll 
go vnto the confeſſour/ and pardon all other that haue offen 
ded the: and it thou haue offended any other mekely al ke foꝛ 
gyueneſſe. And thanne drede nat but god wyll pardon the. 
what pꝛokyteth it to tary longe from confelſton/ oz to deferre 
the receyuynge ofthy bleſſpd lauyour. Firſt pourge the and 
caſte oute the venym / and than haſt the to take the remedy 
And thou [halt fele the moche better: thanne it thou haddeſt 
deterred it. Fo2 it thou this day leue the holy receyuynge foz 
coldnes of deuocõn x feblenes of mynde:parauenture to mo 
rowe thou ſhalt fynde thy ſclfemozeſlacketand ſolonge wy 
thdꝛawe that thou ſhalt fynde thy lelke moche woꝛſe #moze 
vnable. Than as ſone as thou mayſt: take away thys keble⸗ 
neſſe of mynde and the lpyce of ftlowth, Foꝛ al wey only tobe 
in anguyſſhe and heuynelleof thy ſynne: palſynge the tyme 
in trybulacion / and fo2 dayly obſtacles iperteccionsto wyth⸗ 
dꝛawe the from theſe dyuyne myſter yes: wythoute turnyn⸗ 
ge vntothe pyteous meryte of our ſaueour cryſt Jeſu.it hel⸗ 
peth the nought: But greatly the longe tariynge to receyue 
thy laueour / anoyeth / and taryeth the / a ſhall bꝛynge dayly 
vnto the amozeſlouthfulnes, ¶ But alas fo: ſoꝛowe. ſome 
colde / and deſolate perſones gladly ſeke caules of taryinge 
fromconfelſion/and from the receyuynge of thys holy ſacra 


mat ane they touet many delayestleſte they ſhall 
bo bounde tog vue theym lelfetoa ſtrayter maner in the oꝛ⸗ 


2e of Ke; los howe lytell charyte &howeſlender de 
104 an ha aue then that puttet awer localely the receyuyn- 


le vnto almygh V4 g thatledcth ſoholy alyfe: that they 

? heircon in gene and pure drede:ſo as they 
mapvayty diſpo! eandmaketheym redy / and wyth greate 
Keccion deltire to | ſacrament? if it were le⸗ 


fullatalltymes, Neucrtheles fomtyme by mekeneſſe to ab 


ſteyne / oz mes binnen: let with reucrence 
is tobepzayſcd. Sutif louth/o ygenceholdehym3he 
far as hein is / a ourlozdeſhal 


be kent at his deltre: u h V wyit ſpecially beholbe his good 


wyll. but whanhcislawfullyleti& he haue agode wpll/# 
-pyteous mynde to recevue aher: vet he ſhall nat fayle 


t ohauo the ktute ofthat bielſyd ſacrament. Foꝛ euery plone 


wyth plyte deuotyon may euery day reteyue that holy ſa⸗ 
cramtent ſpũ ally to his helth a without deuyinge. x in certey 


ne tymes — Innes he ought to receyue the body 
of his ſaupour with elkfectuall 
that to leche a to do it mch to the pꝛaiſynge a the honoure ot 


reuerence ſacramentally Ind 


god almyghty than to his owne coſolacon, Foz as often as 
he ſpũally is comuned a retreſſhed ĩuiſibly: ſo often he remẽ 


bꝛeth deuoutly the myſtery of thyncarnacõn of cryſt / #hys 
. peynfull paſſion ⁊ is kyudled i the loue of hym. he that othe⸗ 


wyle nat p̃payzeth hym ſelfe but at the tyme of a great feeſt 
oꝛ cllys by cuſtomehe is cõpelled. he (hal often tymes be full 


vnredy. Bleſſyd is he that offres hym lelfe vnto almyghty 
god as oft as he doth inaſſe / oꝛ ellis receyueth this honoꝛable 


lacramẽt. And in doynge this mvſtery: nat to taryinge / noꝛ 


to haſty: but kepe thecomõ maner with ſuch as thou whey 


amõge. Thou oughteſt nat to do that the herers therokta 
greue / oꝛ Arkſomues:but kepe thecomon 3 
naũces ofthe holy faders. And do rather cõkerme the to the 


gute 07 *otherthantothyne owne dei0con 02 palate plea- 
furc, : TH 17% I 22 
C Howe the blellyd body of our loꝛde leſt cryſtisgreatly ne 
cellary fo: the helth ot mannys ſoule. Om dag 50 Ca.xi. 
Obe [wete Jelu howe great al 
is it to a deudũte Soule toete wyth the at thy dyner 
where none other mete is gyuen dut thy ſelke whych art the 
only louer c oughteſt to be dellred aboue all deltred of man⸗ 


nys herte. #howe lwete a thynge ſhulde it be in thy p̃ſenee 


from the botom ofthe ee 


waſſhe thy pcious fete r vyththe pytec 

where is that deuocion oz ches plentesus 

rys:certeynly in beholdyng het@hthyholyaungels, Al 
myherte ought tobzenne t vepe with ioy: koꝛ haue veri- 
ly the p ſent though thou be hyd vnder a ſtraũge likenes. fo: 
myne iven myght nat utile tobeholde the in thy ꝓper and 


go diy clerenes / noꝛ all ih wozldemyghtnatabyde tobehol 
de the clernes ofthy ioy i mageſte. whertoꝛe good loꝛd thou 
helpeſt my weykenes / in that it pleaſeth the tocouer thy ſelf 
vnder the kourme of yt holy lacrainẽt. I verely moꝛſhip the 
- whoincthatigels woꝛl hip ĩ henen but in meit is as yet but 
- ifeyth: x the aũgels worſhip thethrre ithyne owne likenes 
withoute couerture. Jimnuſt be content with true keyth +0 
walke tyl the day come of eternal clernes whan the ſhadow 
of fygures ſhall fynyſſhe. Foꝛ whauthatp ecte day ſhal co⸗ 
methe vlage ofthis holy ſacrament ſhal ceas. Foꝛthey that 
be bleſſyd ĩ the heuenly toy / hall haue no nede or any ſacra⸗ 
mẽtall medecyne:fo2 they ſ hall ioy wythoute ende ĩ the pꝛa 
ſẽce of god ſeynge hym ĩ his gloꝛy kate to fate / æ ſ hal be ſtrãſ 


fourmed from clernes to clernes wyth the godhede ĩcompꝛe⸗ 


henlible. they ſ hall taſt the ſon of god made man: as he was 
krothebegynnynge / Il halbe euerlaſtyngly. I than remem 
bꝛynge me ok the great meruels c lolate though it be ſpũall: 
it is to me greuous whan J remembze thole meruels. Fo2 


all thynges that J here oz le in thys woꝛlde / I couipte as no 
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-thyngeſolongeas J ſe nat my loꝛde 905 in his glozy. Lozd 


god thou att my wytnelle that no thynge can gyue vnto me 
tomtoꝛt / noʒ no creature may gyue vnto me reſt: but thou 
mp loꝛde god whome J deſyze eternally to beholde, ¶ But 
that is athynge to me nat poſſible: whyle J am in this moꝛ⸗ 
tall lyte. whertoze it behoueth ine with great pacyence to oz 
dae my lelte / and mekely to ſubinytte me to the in all iny deli 
tes. ¶ Goode Loꝛde thy ſayntes that nowe ioy wyth the in 


the yngdome ot heuen: abode the comynge of thy ioy with 
greate feythe and pacyence as longe as they lyued. 5 beleue 
the lane that they beleued / a hope as they hauchoped 2 and 
truſt by the meane or thy grace to come theder as they nowe 
be. in the mea ne whyle hall in gode d faſt feyth be com⸗ 


fozted by examples ot᷑ holy ſavutes. Allo J haue lull vertu- 
ous ᷑ holy bokes oz the cõ ſolacyon and myꝛrout of my lyfe 
and aboue all theſe thynges thy right ſacredbovy fo2my ſin 


guler retuge e remedy. 3 fele that two thynges be vnto me 
right necellary2withoute whome this mylerable lyfeſhulde 
be vnto me inpoꝛtable. Foz as longe as I (hall be holden in 


thys pꝛelent body: j cofclle me to haue nede of two thynges 


that is to knowe ot᷑ mete / and light. But therfoꝛe thou haſt 


gvuen vnto me which am poze and leke thy holy body tothe 
tecteſſhinge ot my ſoule ⁊ body. alſo thou haſt put befoze my 
feyth the lyght or thy holy woꝛde. And wythoute the ſe two 
thynges j myght nat well lyue ſpũally. Foz thy woꝛde my 
loꝛde and god is the light ol my ſoule / and the holy ſacramẽt 
is the bꝛed ofmylyfe , Theſe two thynges ſo neceſſary may 


- alſobe called the tables ſette on eyther lyde in the treſoꝛye of 


holy churche:the one table is or the holy aulter hauynge this 
loucly bꝛed: that is to ſay the pzecyous body of Jheſũ cryſt. 
the other is the lawe of god conteynynge the holy doctryne: 
and che weth the right feith and ſuerly gydynge vnto the in⸗ 


warde lecreſyes where as the holy iuellys called Sctã ſcõꝝ 


J velde vnto the thankes loꝛde theſu cryſt: whyche arte the 
clerenes ok eternall light. ¶ Foz thys table ofholy doct:pae 


phetes / apoſtels / and other doctours. And Jyeldevntothe 
thankynges ageyn creatour ⁊ redemer of mankynde which 
haſt declared thy great charyte vnto all the worde: and halt 
pꝛepared this royal ſouꝑ in the whyche thou haſt nat purpo⸗ 
ſed to be eten the kyguratyue lambe: but thy moot holy bo⸗ 
dy ſt pꝛecvous blode reioyſ inge all thy creatures by that ho⸗ 
leeſt and lwetely fulftllyngetheym wyth that helthetull cha 
leys wherein be hydde all the delytes and ioyes or paradyle 
And the holy aungels be fedde wyth vs wyth ſwetneſſe ino⸗ 
che plentuous. O howe greate and honoꝛable is the offyce of 
preſtys: to whome is gyuen powerto conſetrate by dyuyne 
woꝛdes to bleſſe with their lippes to holde with their handes 
receyue wyth their mowthes, c tomynyſter vnto other the 
loꝛde c god of all maieſtye. O howe clene ought to be the han 
des: howe pure the mouthe / howe holy the body / a howe vn 
defyled the hert of apzeeſt. vnto whome lo often entreth the 
aticto2 of all puryte. Certeynly from the mouth ob a pꝛeſt ou 
ght no woꝛde to ꝓtede but that that were honelt / and ꝓkyta 
ble that ſo often receyucth the ſacramet of the hooly body of 
ielu cryſt.his iyen ought to be ſymple c ſhametaſt that lo cu⸗ 
ſtomably beholdeth the holy body. The handes puretolylte 
vp vnto heuen: whyche handeleth the creatoure ol heuen / # 
erthe. Foꝛ ſpecially toa pꝛeſt it is ſaide in the la we. be ye holv 
fo2 J vour loꝛde god ain holy. O god oĩpotent: thy grace be 
vnto vs helpynge ſo that we whyche haue taken the office of 
pꝛeſthode may reuerently c deuoutly ſerue the wyth all puri 
te d gode cõſcience.⁊ i we may nat lyue in lo great innocecy 
of lyle as we ought to do: gyue vs grace at the leeſt that we 


may wepe c loꝛowe the euplles that we haue cõmytted / and 


done: ſo that ĩ ſpũal mekenes ⁊ purpoſe of gode will we may 
from henlkoꝛth ſtrongly ſlerue the with fernent coꝛage. 


¶ wyth howe great dpligence he ought to p̃payꝛe hrinſelle: 
| . ſhulde receyue the lacrament ok ielu cryſt. Ca. xii. 


whiche thou halt mynyſred vnto vs by thy leruaũtes / pꝛo⸗ 
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Ure loꝛde ſaith I the loner ofpuryte #theliberal gy⸗ 
uer ot᷑ all holynes: J ſerch the pure clene herte a there 


wil I reſt. Make redy than ſoꝛ ine thy herte / a I ſhalbe we 


thethan:as I was with my diſcyples. At eſter I ſhal come 
ct dwell with the it thou wylt: but than it behouethe the to 
mũdiky t clenſe the habytacõn of thy hert fro all ſynnes: le⸗ 
ue all brute ⁊ noyſe ofthe woꝛlde with all thy vyces / x inclo 


lea ſhet the in thy chamber as doth a lolytaty byꝛde vnder 


the eueſynges ol an hous. # remeber all the erceſle x all thy 
defautescomytted: wyth all thy ſoule @ bitternes of herte. 
Fo: a gode frende wyll inake tedy tohis welbeloued krende 
a gode # apleſaũt place to dweil in / a in that doyuge is well 


knowen with what gode affertion he receyuethe hys ſayde 
frende. It is foꝛ trouth that thou au to vnderſtande 
that thou maiſt nat ſatiſtye by auy meryte oꝛ labour ot thy 


ſelfe: nat and thou dydeſt labour with the belt ol thy power 
by a hole yere though thou hadeſt none other thynge to do. 
But thou ſhalt vnderſtande that by my only power #gra- 
te: it is ꝑmytted ⁊ graũted to the tocome vnto my table. a 
ifa poꝛe man were called vnto the table ot a riche loꝛde: and 
the poꝛe man had non other thĩge to gyue ageyne foꝛ thebe⸗ 
nefytes of that riche man: but lwetely / c mekely tothanke 
hym he wolde doit. ſa oughteſt thou to do dilygẽtly as mo 
che as is in the: # nat by cuſtome oꝛ neceſſyte: But with all 
dꝛede / reuerente / a affeccion. Thou oughteſt totake the blel 
ſyd body ol our loꝛde god: ſyth that it lyſtethe hym to come 
vntothe. Certeynly Jam he that calleth the: I haue cõ⸗ 
maũded it ſo to be done / I ſhall ſupplye that fayleth ĩ the 
wherfoꝛe come#receyue me. # whan i that doynge J gyue 
vnto the grace ot᷑ deu ocõn:velde thou thankes vnto me thy 
god. at thynkinge that thou art woꝛthy therof of thyſelf 
but that haue had mercy ofthe. and it thou haue nat that 
grace whan thou woldeſt: but kele thy ſelfe drye / x vnluſty: 
pet contynue thy oꝛyſon with ſoꝛowfull wepynge / c ſmyte 
at my doze withoute cealynge vnto the tynie thou may re⸗ 


ceyuealytell crõme 02 dꝛop ofhelthfullgrace, knowe lt ot 
trouth thou haſt moche nede of me: and J haue none ofthe 
Thou comeſt nat to ſanctytie me:but am ——— 
ctyfye the / a make the better to the ende that thou mat _— m 
vnight with me to receyue newe grace & ppoleamendine 
Be nat ĩ wyll to deferre my grace: but with all oy 

pàyꝛe thy herte to receyue withi the thy louynge lande. x nat 
only thys ppay2e the befoze thycOmunyon/butalſomayn- 
teyne #kepe the after the receyupuge ofthy laideholy ſacra 
ment i that ſame deuocion in as moche as thou mayſt. Fox 


thou oughteſt to haue no leſle dilygente than — rn 
foe, Foz the gode «dyhigent kepyngeoC thy lo akter the 
teceyuynge of the b cUPDILACEanmet Kis agode to 
obteyns the moꝛe greatgrace. Indthey y*ſodonat: ſhewe 


them ſelle greatiyeupylyviſpoſed/whanthey abandown the 
ſcife (oſone a lo largelptodbutwardeſolace # in warde plea⸗ 
ſures, wherfoze kepe the from great bꝛute ⁊ ſpekinge / aby 
dei the lecrete graces a łrutes ot᷑ thy god. foz thou haſt hym 
that all the woꝛlde may nat take away /a Jam he to whom 
thou oughteſt to gyue the by ſuche maner / that from henl⸗ 
koꝛth thou lyue — — me only: 
¶ Howe the deuoute ſoule oughtetlectuoully with all hys 
herte to be vnyght vnto Jelucryſt. Ca.xiij. 
Obi who ſhall yelde vnto me that J may kynde v 
ſole / a that may open toy all iny hert / x ioꝝ withy® 
as my poze ſoule deſyʒeth / ⁊ that here be no treature to be⸗ 
holde me: but thou alone to ſpeke to me / Itothe gode loꝛo 
as ot᷑cuſtome one frende ſpeketh to another ſecretiy: hereot᷑ 
deſire ⁊ pꝛay veloꝛd ielu to thẽde vt I may fully bevnight 
vnto yet withdꝛawe my hert fro all other create thinges: x 
Jmay the ſoner lerne the etnall #heuely thiges vy the mea 
ne ol the receyuynge of thys holy ſacramet. Alas mygoode 
lozde wha ſ hal I be vnight a gadꝛed all hole i yꝰ / à vttly foz 
gete myſelke. thou art ĩ me / x J wt ye. thus aſſebled / make 
vs dwell toged I pꝛay v / truly thou art my choſẽ a beloued 
( Loꝛd / ait yath 


ow 


— benygne grace to be inhabited in my ſoule all the 
y lyte. Thou art my pealyble weal: in whome is 


— — 8 reſt: wythoute the there is no thynge 


bour/to20we/zinfinytemylery, Thou my god art clo 
eh inthecoũſell of thy famplyars: which be nat comu 
tothe eu yl folkes, ¶ But thy lamyliar ſpekynge is with 
and ſymp gtolkes, O loꝛde howe goode / howe be⸗ 

| e Cweteis thy lpyzyte: whiche tothende thou mayſte 
mtotheſones#chyldzenthy ſwetnes: haſt vouched 
daran totheym refeccion of 
r of retire ferthe 
of Cryſtys feythe 

chathath hetrgaddys aner nt zeymas thou arte our 
| —— cry —— whome 


th fonobleas people. oꝛ what 

B — — — == — 
- you i whome Et edynge with his 
austleſſhe a blode. O grãte ineſtymable t marue 

lous wozthynes. Oloue wythaute meſure ſinglerly ſhew⸗ 
ed vnto man. But what cha N velde vnto god / a wherwith 
Chall I recompente thys logreat grace and charyte. Truely 
there is nothynge J may gyue moꝛe agreable to hys mercy 
thanue to Joyne my herteperfytely vntohym. And whan 
my ſouleſchall be ꝑfytely vnyght wyth hym: Thanne ſhall 
my inwardeptyes-ioy. And than my loꝛde will ſay vnto nie 
Ikthou wylt be wyth me J wyll be wyth the. And J hall 
anſ were hym bleſſyd loꝛde I beſeche the dwell wyth me: foꝛ 
ern be with the inſepably without 


departyi 

COftheb: bzennyngedeſy2e that come creatures haucin the 

bleſſyd body of our loꝛde ieſu cryſt. | Ca.riitj. 

'S Loꝛde howe great is the multytude of thy lwetneſſe / 
n _ haſt hed fo: them * drede the. whan J 


Kewebgeme ofmany deuoute plotes; »hathe comertaih 
thr holy ſacramẽt with (o great feruetaffeccon;@dewodon 
Jaurthan many tymesimy lelkeröfule a haue reate ſh: 
ine that J go vntothe aulter c table ot᷑ that holy ein 

on ſorudely with ſo colde deuociõ /⁊ am ſo dye withgutat⸗ 
kecciq ot hert. ama naſſhed that J an nat ali holeiamed 
ithyñence c 17 ſtrongly dꝛawen — — 
aue ſon2s —— — rhe 


the hertes oftheym — — Certeynly iu- 
che affcecion/deuocton/audvehewent — (Sar 
dus and red to gv angra 
tymato ſele a lytell | 
receyliyuge of thy — — may 
be the moꝛe ferme: and my hope moe tight in thy bountie 
and my charite ſonityie ſo ꝑfightiy iuflamed that I mav 
expeniently haue the heuenly mannathat neuer may fayle. 
Ibnome certeynly the myght of thy mercy may lende me 
thy grace ſo moche deſyzed / a vil ite mebenygiy withabzen 
ayuge ſpiryte whan the day of thy godepleaſure ſ hal come 
Aud though J be nat iflanied wahle great deſire of thy {pe 
tiall deuoute thynges: vet haue J deſire by thygracetobe i 
ſtamed with that bꝛennynge loue. ꝛaynge the goode loꝛd 
that Amay be made partyner wyth all ſuche thy taruent lo 
a — Imay be ee their deuoute compa 
ny. ts 


T 


CHow mtkely thou oughteſt to beſechethe grace ol deuo⸗ 


: o 


ton and to cenouncethy lle. Cap. xv. 
& behouethe the inſtauntly to leche the grace ol deuo 
„oon sto aſke inceſlaũtiy to abyde it paciently fayth 
fully/(ojouſly to receyue it / mekely to cõſerue.⁊ with that 
ſtudiouſiy to remitte vnto god vc tyme ã pe maner ołhis ſo 
uerapneviſitacõn / vnto the tymehis pleaſure be to come vn 
to the. pꝛicipalip thou oughteſt to meke ve / whẽ thou feliſt 
but lytel deuocõn within the. a foꝛ al y*thou oughteſt not to 
late thy ſelt᷑ to fall / oʒ ſoꝛowe to moche inoꝛdynatly. Foz ful 
often our blellyd lozd in a ſhot momẽt gyueth y* which by 
koxe he hath longe tyme deuyed. Allo lomtyme he gyueh at 
the ende ol prayours v he did deferreat y*begynnyng of y* 
ſame, Ir al way grace were lo ſoue geut᷑ y*a man myghtha 
ue it at his wyll oz wyſſhe / it ſholde not be ealely boꝛne of a 
- weyk a inꝑlect ſoule. And thorkyx in gode hope z meke pact 
ente the grace ol deuocidõ oughtto de abiden athou oughtest 
to ĩpute it vnto thy elf to thy lynnes / when it is not geuẽ 
vnto the oꝛ whẽ tt is ſecteteiy takeaway kom the lomtyme 
alptel thyng it is that may let oꝛ hide thy grace yt᷑ yt may be 
called litel that ietteh ſo gꝛet a Hnayli. But be it iytel oꝛ great 
yk thou take y* ſame away c ꝑfectiy ouetcome it thou ſhalt 
obteyne that thau deſtreſt oz uicõtinẽt that thou with al thy 
hert haſte geuen thy ſelfe to god. And therkoze leche not this 
no: y*at thy pleaſure but put the hole in the handes of god 
Thou ſhalt certenip kunde thy lylt vnyght vnto hym / a in 
great peas of thy toute, Foꝛ ther is no thyng / yt ought to be 
ſo ſauery & plelaũt/as is the pleaſure x dyuyne wyll of god 
Than who ſomeuer lift vp his intent vnto god with a lim 
ple perfecte hert / lo voyde hym # make hyin naked from al 
diſoꝛdinat lou oꝛ pleſure to any creat thynges of al y* wozl 
de heis molt mete to recepuethe gyft of deuocion. Foz oure 
lozd gaue his blellynge there / where he konde the vellels cles 
ne # voyd. And the moꝛe perkectiy that any renoũce moztiff 
delſpyſe contempne theym lylfe 3 al the iowve thynges / the 


ec heſhal fl 
his hert lyft vp as though it wevefetirwfredomrandthehe | 
ſhat le his hert largely habounde /a meraeloufip Joy with 
i hym (ylfe fo2 that the hanvofgodſhal be ouerihim and he 
ſhal ſubmytte him perpetuau iu to his holy handes. Aud 
to ſhail the inan bevlellyd that ſechetiz god wall his hert d 
his ſoule (hall de taken in vapne weꝛkes. But luche one cer 
teynly in the receyuynge the holy bavy ol Fheſu Cryſte me 
ryteth and delerueth the grace ol deuyne vuyon vnto god, 
¶ Foz he behaldeth not oniy neee _ 
em but the great nene 
Fee 
CHowe we ought toſheve ournecelſytets vnto Jelucry⸗ 
ſte / and aſke hym benyuge grace. Capi.xvi. 
Oben lwete a moſt&byjotedolone whyche now de 
9 + to 2 22 
ot loule / and neceilyzethavJÞautce, 8 c vp⸗ 
tes Jflepyngly am put: Putv often: greuyd.temptyd. trow 
bled and dyllolute. vnto the loʒde to haue conſolas 
cyon and comfozce, Iipeke tothe ladethou no weſt al my 
lerrete and in warde thougytes / whycho de manpfeſte / and 
open vnto the. It is thou ont that ptofertiy: mayeſt helpe 
me koꝛ thou kno weſte whate is vnto me neteſſaty: and of 
what goodes aboue all other haue in oſte nede. 
¶ Albeyt Jam pooꝛm vertugalasyttmercyfultio:de bes 
holde me beynge here belote thepoeg and naked:demaũdin 
ge piteouſiy thy ſwete grace and merey. And gyue ty poꝛe 
begger that dyeth foꝛ hungte / lome ol thy heuenly rekeccõn 
and chafe my colde herte wyth the brenn ynge lame of thy 
loue. And illumyne me that am bimded and mape not lee: 
with that clerenes ol thy p:eſence.{} Take away rom my 
- thought: al the erthely and in wardipe chynges: and turne 
theyin vnto me and make me thynke theym kowie and byt 
ter and alle greuous and contrarye thynges vnto me., 
¶ And they that mape pleale the: I mape take al ſo in plea 
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late. And n 
redzefle mpherte. towardis the into heuen. And late me nat 
wauer niz erte vpan erthe: but thou only to be my ſwetnes 
Xconſolacon; my mete and dꝛynke: my laue ; all my ioy:ſo 
that my wyll be changed. inflamed and henne all vnto the. 
Sothat I maꝝ be made a ſpirite a iu wardly vuyght vnto 
the: by grace and bꝛeunyngaloue. and ſuffre ina nat bleſſid 
ſauyour to deꝑte from the faſtynge and dꝛye with hunger / 
and thurſt: but do with me mercitully:as often as thou haſt 
dane maruelouſtyin thychelꝝ ſeruaũtea. what marueylc, is 
it vnto methatHammnatalbwfiamedin the:ſeynge y thou 
art the bzenuynge kyꝛe al wey illumynynge and lightnynge 


the veidgtHandyngy * — 
COf the bzengmgehaoeandgaratatfecn that we pup 
—— — Cap xv. 


02 1Lozdegodiſoufraptadmochoboennyuge loue / and 
all karuent aſteccdn of herte. Jdeſyre as many other 
holy / #dcuout ꝑſoues bath deſyꝛed to receyue: which hathe 
ben greativpleſaat vntathe holynes of their lyke by greate 


deuscvon cb my god ana eteruall loue «my cternall felyci 


te. I bye right great delire wyſſhe to receyue the as woꝛthe 
by / and as reuerẽtiy as euer dyd any of thy holy ſeruaũtes. 
All be it that Jam to haue ſogreat felynges of 
deuocion: vet offre vutothe thaffeccons of my herte as ve 
rely as though Jhadallthebzenynge-flamynge deſyzes 
that they had, Aiſa J gyue ᷑ oſtre vnto the in ſouerayne re 
ue rente +veneracon: all that a goode debouneir herte may 
tonteyne. And will nat noz couete to reſerue any thynge to 
my ſelfe: but oſtre and malt ſacrytice vntathe wyth free / a 
pfight will my ſelfe wyth all my goodys. Loꝛde god my cre 
ature a rede mex this day I delirt to receyue the with ſuche 
affcccian/reuerece/prayſynge/honour/ woꝛthynes / and loue 
# luche feyth hope / a yuryte as thy right holy moderx glozy 
ous virgyn Mary conceyued the: whanne ſhe ant wered 


mekely a deuoutly vnto thaũgel yfſhewed vnto hyrtheho- 
ly myſtery of the incarnacon ofthe; the ſon ortgod. ¶ Se he⸗ 
re the hande mayde of god / ſo be it done as thou halt layde. 

And the right excellent pꝛecurſoꝛ ſaynt Johñ Baptyſte that 
wyth great Joy ſpꝛange in thy pꝛeſence by in ſpyꝛacyon of y 
holy gooſt thanne beynge wythin the wombe of his moder. 
And afterwarde b*holdynge the Jeſu walkynge mekely a⸗ 
monge men he greatly mekynge hym ſelke to the ſame wyth 
a deuoute mynde ſaide. The krende of the ſpouleſtandethe d 
harkeneth wyth com foꝛt Joyes koꝛ to here the voyce ofthe 
ſpouſe. And ſo I wyſſhe to be inflamed with great holy de 
ſyꝛe / with all my herte pzelent me vntothe: a koꝛ that Jg y 
ue ⁊ offre vnto the fo2 ine / c fo2 all them that be recomended 
vnto my pꝛavers: all the Jubilacõns ofdeuoute hertis with 
bꝛennynge affeccions: that exceſſyue thoughtes: the hye and 
ſpũall illumynacons/ # the heuenly viſions with all the ver- 
tues pꝛailynges as well celebꝛate as to be celebꝛate of all y* 
creatures ofhcuen ⁊ erthe:to thende that thou loꝛde be woꝛ⸗ 
thely pꝛayled xppetually glozityed ot᷑ all creatures:beſechin 
ge the loꝛde to receyue my pꝛayers cc delyꝛes of thy infynyte 
benediccions x pzayſinges withoute ende: which right willy 
be due vnto the alter the great habũdaunce c multytude of 
thy ineſtymable magnificence, And lo my delyre is to velde 
vnto the at all houres x all momẽtis of tyme / x ſo J delire x 
beſeche all the heuenly ſpirites with all feythfull criſten crea⸗ 
tures foꝛ to velde vnto the pꝛayſinges. with effectuous pꝛay 
ers: all the vnyuerlall people pꝛayſe the. All generacyons + 
kyndes magnyfye thy holy and lwete nanie in great Joy / # 
bꝛennynge deuocyon.æ that they that celebꝛatys that right 
hye and holy ſacrament / receyueth it in playne feythe / and 
great reuerence ⁊ deuocion: may merite towardes the / and 
kynde grace ⁊ mercy, And foꝛ me wꝛetched ſynner J meke⸗ 
ly beſeche the whan J [hall haue a taſt of that ſwete vnion 
deuocon ſo moche wyllhed x delired:that J may be fulfllled 
t fed ſo merueloully at that heuenly x holy table; thatatmy 


- deptyngefrom thens: thou gode loꝛde wyll haue ine pooꝛe 


ſynner in thy petyous remembaunce, 

¶ That a man chulde nat be to curyous a inquiſitoꝛ of that 
holy ſacraniẽt: but a mekefolower ol Cryſt ieſu in ſubmyt- 
tynge his reaſon i felynge to the holy keyth. Ca.xviij. 
| T behoues the to kepe the from to curyous inquyſicy 


on ofthe right ꝓkounde ſacrament it thou wylt nat be 
tontoũded in thy pꝛoper vice / and dꝛowned in the deppeth of 


opynyons, Foꝛ he that wyllinquyze of the hye mageſtye of 
god: he ſhall anone be oppꝛeſſed a thruſt downe from y*glo 


xy of the lanie. God may open moꝛe than man may vnder⸗ 
ſtande. The deuoute #meke inquiſicyon oftrouth is alwey 
redy tobedoctryned and taught. And il thou ſtudy to goo 


bythe holy / true / and entyer ſentẽtes of holy faders:it is nat 
repꝛouable: but weil to be pꝛayſed. And that ſympleneſſe is 


well to be pꝛayled: that leucth the wayes of dyfficultyes / & 


queſtyons / and goeth by the playne / and kerme pathe of the 


=  comaundementesofgod, Many hath loſt their deuocyon: 
in lechynge ſo belůy the hye inſpekable chynges. ¶ It is 
vnoughe to demaunde ofthe fall feyth. pure / and clene lyfe 
and nat the hye and ſubtyll pꝛofounde myſteries of god. foꝛ 
lkthou may nat compꝛehende and vnderſtande that: that is 
within the: howe mayſt thou thanne vnderſtande thynges 
that be aboue the, Submytte the than mekely vnto god / c. 


all thy vnderſtandynge to the feyth of holy churche / and ye 
light of true ſcyence ſhall be gyuen vnto the as l hall be toy 
mooſt neceſſary and pꝛofytable. Some be greatly tempted 


wyth the keyth of that holy ſacrament; but that is nat to be 
reputed vnto theym: but rather vnto that curled ennem ye 


theft de. And koꝛ that lette nat thy good wyll/noz dyſpute 


nag thy thoughtes: no: an were nat to the doubtes that 
heennempe ot hell bꝛyngeth befoze the / but fermby truſt in 
the woꝛdes of god. and byleue in ſayntes / and holy pꝛophe⸗ 
tes: and than ſhall that curſed ennemye ſone fle from the 

It is often pfytable; that the ſeruauntes of god lultre ⁊ ſu⸗ 


— 


ſteyne ſuche aſſaultes, Fo: theenuempye tepteth nat the myl E 
creauntes/ x vnfeythfull people: noꝛ alſo the great ſ[ynners 
that he ſuerly holdeth x poſledeth :buthe tempteth / trauay 
leth / and toꝛmenteth in dyuers maners the goode faythful 4 
and cryſten creatures. And therkoꝛe kepe the al we yes with 
meke true feyth. ⁊ doubte the nought: but come vnto thys E 
holy ſacramẽt wythlowly reuerẽce. Andthat thou may | 
nat vnderſtãde: cõmytte it vnto almyghty god/fo2 he (hall | | 
nat diſceyue the. Buthelhall be diſceyued ; that to moche 
truſteth in hym lelke. God walked wyth the ſpmple people 
and lhewed hymſelfe openly vnto the meke. He gaue vn⸗ 
derſtandynge vnto them that were poꝛe in ſpyzite. And he 
hydde hys grace and ſecretes krom theymthat were pꝛou⸗ | | 
de / hygh / and curvous. Foz the humayne reaſon may light 
ly arre and be diſceyued? but the true feyth may neuer dyſ# _ - || 
ceyue noꝛ fayle. All reaſon and naturallinquyſicyon ought | 
tofolowe Feythe: wythoute farther Reaſonynge. ¶ aſte 
feyth/ and true loue ſurmounteth all curyaus.inquilicyons 
pꝛyncipally in thys mater. And maruelouſly openeth to vn 
derſtandynge in ſecrete maner: of this holy and right excel 
lent ſacrament, ¶ O eternall god and wythoute meſure k 
myght and bounte: whiche halt made the infynyte greate / 
and wonderkull thynges in the heuen / x erthe whiche none 
is ſulficyent to enquyꝛe / underſtande / oꝛ fynde the ſecretes 
ol thy ſo maruelous werkes. #therfoze they be called ineſti 
mable: foꝛ mannys reaſan nouther may noꝛ can compzche- 
de thy werkys. To whome gode loꝛde almyghty:degyuen 
laude # pꝛayſynge wythouten ende. Amen. 


C Thus 
endeth the 
fozth boke 
kolowinge 
Jeſu cryſt 
and the contempnynge ofthe wozlde, 
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